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Happy New Year! 
It has been great having everyone back in the building after our winter break! Our Sawtooth 
students are focusing on acceptance as our JR Viking theme for the month of January. Our 
secondary school’s Unified Club will be putting on a number of events about supporting 
acceptance and inclusion in our school. 
      Our Middle School students were able to spend their last day before break participating in one 
of their Exploratory Days. Exploratory activities students participated in included wood burning at 
North House, curling at the curling club, winter survival outside at the school, and many more 
activities. 
      Our High School students have been busy with their classes and activities and we will be 
wrapping up our first semester on Friday, January 19th. Our One Act play members are getting 
prepared for their performance at the end of this month.
      Finally, please remember to send your children to school dressed for the weather. Students go 
outside in cold weather for both class and recess opportunities. Students can be outside in 
temperatures below zero, so it is important that they are coming to school prepared for the 
weather that day. If you have difficulty in providing the appropriate level of cold weather gear and 
clothing, please let the school know so we can help.
All the Best,
Principal Josh Belanger

Cook County Schools needs a 
Full Time Day Custodian!

School year hours 6:30am-3:00pm
Summer hours 4-10 hr days

Wage & Benefits under Teamster Contract

Come be a part of our team!

For a full job description and to fill out an application, 
please visit our website,

https://www.cookcountyschools.org and select 
“Employment” on the top right, or email

kraden@isd166.org.
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Third graders dress up for 
“Elf Day!”

A note from Sawtooth Mt. Elementary Music Director, Mrs. Cindy Johnson~ “One important 
focus in lower elementary music in the month of January is the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
His early musical talent was appreciated and he even performed vocal solos at the age of four.  
Young Martin had to overcome significant nervousness in order to share his musical gift.  We 
can learn many valuable life lessons from studying this great man who did so much to help the 
United States of America.” 
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On December 11, the MSHS Choir performed for 
the North Shore Care Center.  Favorite holiday 

songs were selected by the students, for example, 
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree,” “O 

Tannenbaum” both in German and English, and 
“Hanukkah is Here!”  Each resident also received 

at least one personalized holiday greeting from 
choir members.   

Ms. Mila’s 6th grade Art class students used the concept of 
Implied Shape to turn the letters of their chosen Ojibwe words 
into the object they represent. Can you guess what they are?
Artwork created by Lucas, Lucy and Anthony.

The MSHS Band performed 
in December for the 

community!
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The Cook County Special Olympics Unified Club traveled to Duluth in December to participate in 
our Special Olympics Bowling Tournament. The “Cool Cats” brought home ribbons and fond 
memories! 
Students included Deborah Burton, Kyla Knapper, Jeffery Burton, Hunter Rex, Matt Deschampe, 
Amery Oberg, Maggie Smith, Maddie Watters, Benny Mendevil, Tori Pringle, Ruby Gulstrand, 
Jeremy Swenson, Kalina Dimitrova, Kaylie Poulin, Karianna Deschampe, Raelynn Peterson, Wyatt 
Dahl, and Ian Cooley.

The High School One Act 
play is looking for:
3-5 crew members
1 Lighting technician
2 - 4 Stage Crew

Come help create the dark 
atmosphere of this haunting 
tale! Open to grades 7-12



Cook County Schools - ISD #166

www.cookcountyschoools.org January 2024



Cook County Schools - ISD #166

www.cookcountyschoools.org January 2024



Cook County Schools - ISD #166

www.cookcountyschoools.org January 2024



Cook County Schools - ISD #166

www.cookcountyschoools.org January 2024

Calendar 
January 2023

Monday, January 1st
      NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, January 2nd
      Boys Basketball @ Two Harbors
      Nordic Ski @ Cloquet
Friday, January 4th
     Girls Basketball JV @ Silver Bay
Saturday, January 6th
      Nordic Ski @ Grand Rapids
Tuesday, January 9th
       Alpine Ski @ Spirit Mountain
Thursday, January 11th
      Nordic Ski @ Two Harbors
Friday, January 12th
      Boys Basketball @ McGregor
      Girls Basketball JV @ McGregor
Saturday, January 13th
       Alpine Ski @ Giants Ridge
       Boys Basketball @ Hill City
Monday, January 15th
        MLK Day–NO SCHOOL
       Alpine Ski @ Mont Du Lac
Tuesday, January 16th
        Nordic Ski Home: Pincushion, 11:00 am
Friday, January 19th
       Alpine Ski @ Mont Du Lac
       Boys Basketball Home vs. South Ridge, 6:30pm
       End of Quarter
Saturday, January 20th 
        Nordic Ski @ Duluth Marshall
Monday, January 22nd
       Teacher PDD–NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, January 23rd
       Boys Basketball @ Mesabi East
Thursday, January 25th
      Alpine Ski @ Giants Ridge 
Friday, January 26th
        Boys Basketball Home vs. Floodwood, 6:30 pm
Saturday, January 27th
       Nordic Ski @ Ely
       One Act Play–Grand Marais Playhouse

Reminder!

 We have NO school on:

January 15th-
Martin Luther King, Jr Day

January 22nd–
Teacher Professional 

Development Day

Follow Cook County Schools online for 
up-to-date information and to follow school 

events!
    
Website:    cookcountyschools.org
Facebook: Cook County Isd 166 & Community 
Education 

Remember to sign up for Parent Portal to 
access student information and pay lunch 
accounts. A Parent Portal application is included in 
the new student packet and is also available in 
PK-12 office or school website.
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