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Cook County Schools 
Fall Conference Schedule

Monday, November 6:
Grand Portage Community Center, 

1:00-3:00pm

Tuesday, November 7:
Cook County Schools, 3:30-6:30pm

Thursday, November 9:
Cook County Schools, 3:30-6:30pm

Save the Date for the
Winter Band Concert!
December 14th in the 

ACA
6th & 7th Grades 7pm
8th-12th Grades 8pm

Greetings Cook County Schools Families,
Fall has quickly arrived and we are already looking Winter right in the face! It was great 

being out in the community last night and seeing all of the students out and about in their 
costumes. With the change in the weather, please be sure you are sending your child to school 
with the appropriate layers and gear. We will still go outside when it gets cold.
      Our Sawtooth Mountain Elementary students wrapped up the month of October focusing 
on kindness. Every day we challenged our students with a random act of kindness. I hope this 
provided opportunities to have conversations with your kids about how they have been 
intentionally practicing kindness. The month of November brings our focus to being grateful. We 
have had conversations about specific ways to practice being grateful, and how that can have a 
positive impact on not only the people around us, but in our own lives as well. All of the 
Sawtooth students are working on making a “Gratitude Chain” to spread through the hallways. 
Please look for it when you are in the building and pay attention to see it grow throughout the 
month!
      Our Middle School students have been busy with both in school and after school 
activities. I really enjoyed seeing the 6th graders do their ATV Safety Training with officers from 
our local Sheriff’s office and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. This is one of 
those activities that is unique to Cook County Schools and is a great connection to our 
community.
      In our High School we are transitioning from our fall to winter sports season. There will be 
a winter sports meeting for parents on Wednesday, November 8th at 5:30. This meeting is for 
any student who is interested in a winter sport in grades 7-12. We are also starting our One Act 
Play season. Please have your child see Sue Hennessy in the Playhouse office if interested.
      Finally, we will be holding a Veterans Day Assembly on Friday, November 10. Our ceremony 
will run from 2:00 - 3:00 pm. This event is open to the public,  so please consider coming if you 
are able to help us honor our Veterans.
All the Best,
Principal Josh Belanger
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Elementary students enjoyed harvesting fall vegetables and making stone soup together!
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The entire Sawtooth Mountain Elementary School honored Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day with a full day of learning at the Grand Portage National Monument.
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Kindness Posters 
for October’s 

Kindness 
Challenge: Great 
job Vivian, Joee, 
Sigrid, Kylee, 

Mary, Louie, Allie, 
Brookstyn, Barret 

and Gunnar!

The 

Viking 

Way is to
 

be KIND!
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Winter is coming, time to get out the skis! 
Grand Marais SkiSparks Club needs your help to 
make this a great season of youth xc skiing for grades 
K-6. Interested in volunteering? Click the link to sign 
up! https://www.myxc.org/training-requirement We 

need coaches and other volunteers to make this work. 
Each level has lesson plans available and there will be a 

volunteer meeting to get you started. 

Ready to sign up your skier? 
Click this link to register! 

https://www.myxc.org/clubs/grand-marais-skisparks-cl
ub 

Congratulations to Alpine Ski Coach John Oberholtzer named 
Minnesota’s Alpine Skiing Coach of the Year! John is pictured here 
with fellow alpine ski coaches Plamen Dimitrov, Gene Dressley and 

Patrick O’Neil. Photo Credit: Brian Larsen.
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CCHS 2023 Homecoming King Recko 
Helmerson-Skildum and Queen Kalina Dimitrova 

Homecoming Week Oct 
9-13 
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Calendar 
November 2023

Wednesday, November 1st
      CCS Facility Input Meeting @ CCS Cafeteria, 6:30pm
Friday, November 3rd
      End of Quarter
Saturday, November 4th
       SAT Test
Monday, November 6th
      Conferences @ Grand Portage CC, 1:00-3:00pm
      No School for students
Tuesday, November 7th
      Conferences @ Cook County Schools 3:30-6:30pm
      Scholastic Book Fair Sawtooth Library, 3:30-6:30pm 
Wednesday, November 8th
      Knowledge Bowl
      Scholastic Book Fair Sawtooth Library, 3:30-6:30pm
      Winter Sports Meeting, Pam Taylor Gym, 5:30pm
Thursday, November 9th
      CCS Facility Input Meeting @ CCS Cafeteria, 6:30pm
      Conferences @ Cook County Schools, 3:30-6:30pm
      Scholastic Book Fair Sawtooth Library, 3:30-6:30pm 
Friday, November 10th
       Veteran’s Day Program, 2:00pm Pam Taylor Gym
Monday, November 13th
        NHS Induction
Wednesday, November 15th
       Walk To School Day
Thursday, November 16th
        Knowledge Bowl
Wednesday, November 22nd-Friday, November 24th
        No School - Thanksgiving Break

-

Don’t miss our 
Winter Sports 

Meeting: 
November 8th!
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