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 Greetings Cook County Schools! 
It has been a really busy start to the school year, and I am excited to sit down and write for my first Viking Voice 
Monthly as the new Principal of Cook County Schools. We are off to a great start to the school year! 
      Our Sawtooth students have been busy at work. They have already had a couple of assemblies in which, 
at the most recent one, we were able to recognize a number of students in PreK-5 who have been doing a 
phenomenal job of demonstrating what it means to be a Junior Viking.  
      Our Middle School students have all been on their first Exploratory Day field trips of the year that have 
taken different groups up the trail, into the Boundary Waters, and over to Grand Portage.  
      Our High School students are getting ready for the upcoming festivities of Homecoming Week. They too 
have been busy with activities, such as filling out National Honor Society applications and being leaders in our 
school to set an example that all of our students can look up to and follow. 
      Again, I want to say thank you to everyone I have been able to connect with these past few months. I 
continue to be grateful for this opportunity and feel lucky to be living and working here. I am learning a lot and 
looking forward to learning many more fun and interesting dynamics of being in this community. One of those 
interesting dynamics is the variety of community connections we have in our school. I would like to highlight just 
one of the many community connections we have. Hedstrom Lumber Company came through big time for our 
school with a very generous donation of lumber to our shop classes. Being able to have support like that makes 
the work we are doing to prepare our students for their lives after they move on from us all the more impactful and 
helpful. Thank you Hedstrom Lumber Company! 
      Finally, be sure to check out the employment opportunities we have posted on our website. We have a 
number of open positions. We are in great need of more bus drivers. If you, or anyone you know, has the time and 
ability to commit to getting your license, we can use you! It does not have to be a full-time commitment. Please 
check out the website and let our district office know if you have any questions.  
All the Best, 
Josh Belanger, Principal of Cook County Schools 
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Ms. Shultz’ 
Gym class 
enjoys the 

great 

Ms. Shultz’s P.E. classes enjoying the 
great Fall weather! 

Do you have a Sawtooth Mountain 
Elementary student? Check out their new 

“Sawtooth Specialist Spotlight” going 
home this month! 



  Cook County Schools - ISD #166        October 2023 

5th Graders go to Sugarloaf Cove! 
 

Mr. Long and five parent volunteers took the 5th graders to Sugarloaf Cove in 
September for a day of learning with the Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources.  
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A note from Mrs. Sandstrom, Cook County  

School Social Worker, 
 
October is National Bullying Prevention Month. In an effort to raise 
awareness and continue to work towards a more kind and inclusive 
school and community, students are encouraged to participate in the 
following activities.  
 

 

 Random Acts of Kindness Challenge - See the Calendar below 
for daily ideas!! 

 Kindness Poster Contest - Due October 25th  

 Unity Day - October 18th WEAR ORANGE 
 

Please join our united effort to create more kindness, acceptance and 
inclusion within our school and community. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Mrs. Sandstrom 
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Culinary Arts Program Receives Generous Donation! 
Cook County Schools was honored to accept a donation of $12,000 in tribute to Tom Hicks, 
a well-known chef and former resident of the Cook County community. The donation will go 

on to support the Cook County Schools 
Culinary Arts program and scholarships for 
students in culinary arts education. Culinary 
Arts Teacher Tom Nalezny and Cook County 
Schools thank the friends and family of Tom 
Hicks for this excellent opportunity for our 
students! 

Cook County Schools 
Fall Conferences 

Monday Nov 6th (No School):  
Grand Portage Community Center  

Tuesday Nov 7th:  
Cook County Schools  

Thursday Nov 9th:  
Cook County Schools  

CCS 6th Graders spent a day 
at Sawbill Canoe Outfitters  
learning  about the BWCA 
Wilderness, and honing their 
canoeing and portaging skills 
for their Exploratory Day 
program. 
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 A r t 

        with 
     Ms. Mila 

Ms. Mila’s middle school Art students take a walk in the 
school forest and collect natural materials to take back to 

the Art room for observation drawing practice.  
All CCS students and staff were invited to color fish for the 

school-wide art project! 
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Calendar 

October 2023  
Monday, October 2 
     Mid-Term 
Tuesday,  October 3 
     Volleyball Home vs. Silver Bay 6:30 pm 
Thursday, October 5 
      Cross Country @ Ely  4:00 pm 
      Volleyball Home vs. Carlton-Wrenshall  6:30 pm 
Friday, October 6  
  Dental Screening Elementary and Middle School  
     Football @ Cass Lake-Bena 3:00 pm 
Monday, October 9–Friday, October 13 
     Homecoming Week 
Monday, October 9 
      Volleyball Home vs. Mountain Iron-Buhl  6:30 pm 
Tuesday, October 10th 
       Volleyball @ Cherry 6:00 pm 
Thursday, October 12th 
  Cross Country @ Pincushion TBA 
     Football Home vs. Kelliher-Northome 6:00 pm 
Friday, October 13 
Fire Safety Day, Sawtooth Mountain Elementary PreK-3 
Monday, October 16 
      Volleyball Home vs. Ely 6:30pm  
Tuesday, October 17 
     PSAT Test 
     Cross Country @ Proctor 4:00 pm 
     Volleyball Home vs. Cromwell-Wright 6:30 pm  
Wednesday, October 18 
      Unity Day! Wear orange to unite for kindness 
      Football @ North Woods 6:00 pm 

Thursday, October 19–Monday, October 23 
       Fall Break NO SCHOOL 
Wednesday, October 25 
      Picture Retake Day 
Thursday, October 26 
      Cross Country Section 7AA TBD 
Saturday, October 28 
     ACT Test 
Monday, October 30 
     Dental Screening High School  

 
 
 

 

 

 
Link to online PTA membership sign-up: 

    isd166pta.memberhub.com 
$10/year  

$10 cash or check (made to GM campus PTA) 
can always be dropped off at the ISD 166 

school office.  

Bus Passes 

If your student needs a bus pass please send 

a note or call the school office. You will need 

to provide the physical address of where your 

student will be dropped off. Without a physi-

cal address we will not be able to issue a bus 

pass.  Your child’s safety is important to us! 

Thank you for helping us get them where 

they need to be.    

 
 

Follow Cook County Schools online  
for up-to-date information  

and to follow school events. 
      
  Website:    cookcountyschools.org 
  Facebook: Cook County Isd166 & Community Education  

 Remember to sign up for Parent Portal to access 
 student information and pay lunch accounts  
 (Parent Portal application is included in the new  
 student packet and is also available in PK-12  
               office or school website.) 

https://www.facebook.com/Cook-County-Isd166-Community-Education-138213102876919/
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