
NOTICE OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) provides parents
and guardians certain rights with respect to their student’s education
records. These rights include the right to inspect and review the student’s
education records within 45 days of the day the school receives a request for
access; and the right to request the amendment of the student’s education
records that you believe to be inaccurate.

If you believe one of your student’s records is inaccurate, you should
write the school principal, clearly identify the part of the record you want
changed, and specify why it is inaccurate. If the school decides not to
amend the record as requested, it will notify you of the decision and advise
you of your right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment.

FERPA and the South Dakota Public Records Law authorize school
districts to make "directory information" available for review at the request
of non-school individuals. These laws also give parents and guardians a
voice in the decision-making process regarding the disclosure of directory
information regarding their children.

Directory information is information contained in a student’s education
record that would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of
privacy if it were disclosed. For example, an athletic program that lists the
names of team members and their heights and/or weights and an academic
program that lists the names of students receiving academic awards both
contain directory information. So do other school district publications and
the district’s website. Directory information includes the following
information about a student:

● Name and grade
● Address
● Telephone number, including the student’s cell phone number
● E-mail address
● Date and place of birth
● Dates of attendance
● The image or likeness of students in pictures, videotape, film or other

medium
● Major field of study
● Participation in activities and sports
● Degrees and awards received
● Weight and height of members of athletic teams
● Most recent previous school attended
● Certain class work which may be published onto the Internet



● Classroom assignment and/or home room teacher
● Student ID number, user ID, or other unique personal identifier used

by the student for purposes of accessing or communicating in
electronic systems, but only if the identifier cannot be used to gain
access to education records except when used in conjunction with one
or more factors that authenticate the user’s identity, such as a
personal identification number (PIN), password, or other factor known
or possessed only the authorized user.

Directory information about your student(s) can also be disclosed to
outside organizations without a parent’s prior written consent. Outside
organizations include, but are not limited to, companies that market or
manufacture class rings, sell student photographs or publish student
yearbooks.

Federal law requires school districts to provide military recruiters and
institutions of higher education with the names, addresses and telephone
listings of high school students unless parents have notified the school
district that they do not want this information disclosed without prior written
parental consent.

You have two options:

If you DO NOT OBJECT to the disclosure of directory
information about your student, you do not need to do anything.

If you OBJECT to the disclosure of any directory information
about your student, you should write a letter to the principal at
the building where your student(s) attend(s) school. This letter
should specify the particular categories of directory information
that you do not wish to have released about your child or the
particular types of outside organizations to which you do not
wish directory information to be released. This letter must be
received by the school district no later than September 1st.

Non-directory Information. Please be aware that all of the
other personally identifiable information about your student(s) that is
contained in this school district’s education records will generally not
be disclosed to anyone outside the school system except: (1) in
accordance with the provisions of FERPA and regulations, (2) in
accordance with state statutes and regulations, or (3) in accordance
with your written instructions.



Internal Use of Information. Whatever choice you make, the
school district will be able to use this directory information for internal school
purposes and to share it with other education institutions in accordance with
law.

Transfer of Records Upon Student Enrollment. Upon request, the
school discloses education records without consent to officials of another
school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll. The school is
not obligated to inform you when it makes a disclosure under this provision.

Complaints. You have the right to file a complaint with the U.S.
Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the School to comply
with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address of the Office that
administers FERPA are:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202-4605


