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 Please remember to leave a message on the attendance line if your child is going to be  
absent or late to school, 618-939-3060.  School starts at 8am  

It felt so great for us all to finish IAR testing last week, and 5th grade finished ISA this week.  What a relief!  I 
want to say thank you for taking the time at home to help students feel prepared with some extra rest and a good 
breakfast.  As Spring Break arrives, we are looking forward to fun with family and friends.   
 
Please take some time over spring break to find water bottles to use at school this spring.  Water bottles are  
allowed at school, but it is important that they can fit in a backpack.  Please find a bottle that does not have a 
straw and can be stored in a backpack without spilling. Some conflicts and problems have occurred at school 
with some cups that do not fit this description, and I would like to prevent these issues. Thanks in advance for 
making this adjustment over spring break.  
 
April will offer fifth grade students a chance to learn about WJHS life. Dr. Schwartz, WJHS principal, and Mrs. 
Brown, WJHS Assistant Principal, will visit Gardner on April 11 to meet students and teach them about WJHS 
life. In addition, students will have the opportunity to visit WJHS and take a tour as May begins. We are excited 
for them as they start planning for their life after Gardner.   
 
Fourth grade students have a busy April as they are preparing for their Blue and Gray play on May 6. With this 
important day being Mrs. Leah Ziegler’s last Blue and Gray performance, we are excited and sentimental about 
this milestone.  
 

Our Above and Beyond Trait for April is empathy, making the effort  to understand how others feel.  Here’s a 
video shared today if you would like a resource to use at home. If you need ideas for Spring Break fun, here are 
some ideas from Common Sense:  
 
 
 Best Spring Break Podcasts for Kids     

 Spring Break Activities for Families  

 Parents Ultimate Guides 

Book Fair   
 

The Literati Book Fair will be at Gardner Elementary April 22 through April 26. Students will be able to shop 
during the day with their class during their designated shop time, OR students can shop after school from 2:30 to 
3:30 with a family member. The Book Fair will also be open on Thursday, April 25 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm during 
the Gardner Kickoff Event, a night planned for our 2024-2025 students.   
 
As a payment method that can’t get lost in a backpack, digital gift cards are a useful tool for parents and teachers. 
Here is a quick guide on how you can purchase digital gift cards for your student or student's teacher: https://
openbook.literati.com/resources/gift-cards/ 
 
You can also shop at the online book fair. All purchases will be sent out AFTER the book fair closes on April 
26. You can access the online book fair here.  If you have any questions, you can contact Andy  
Mayer: amayer@wcusd5.net 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Itp21tly8nM&t=1s
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/best-spring-break-podcasts-for-kids?utm_source=org_springbreakemail1_20240319_B&utm_medium=email
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/spring-break-activities-for-families?utm_source=org_springbreakemail1_20240319_B&utm_medium=email
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/parents-ultimate-guides?utm_source=org_springbreakemail1_20240319_B&utm_medium=email
https://openbook.literati.com/resources/gift-cards/
https://openbook.literati.com/resources/gift-cards/
https://literati.com/store/books/?utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Retention+Journey+%233+%E2%80%93+4+Weeks+Before+Fair+Start+Date&utm_content=efairs.literati.com&school=gardner-elementary-school-waterloo-il
mailto:amayer@wcusd5.net


 Gardner Gazette April 2024 

           

 Please remember to leave a message on the attendance line if your child is going to be  
absent or late to school, 618-939-3060.  

Band and Chorus News 
 

Chorus News 
Congratulations fifth grade chorus on a great performance of “The Gardner Comedy Show”. The audience loved 
the singing, jokes, and skits. The spring band and chorus concert is Tuesday, April 30, 2024. We will be singing 
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” at the Cardinal baseball game on Friday, May 3.2024.   
 

Band News 
Band members are reminded that practice records are due every Tuesday. Please remember to also go to your 
weekly band lessons. Practicing and attending lessons are the ways to improve your playing. The spring band and 
chorus Concert is Tuesday, April 30, 2024. 
 
The incoming 6th grade Summer Band Camp is July 8-11 & July 15-18, 11:30-12:15 in the Gardner music room. 
Information about band camp will be heading home soon.  

Beginning Band for 4th grade  
 

Beginning Band meeting is Tuesday, April 23. Beginning Band registration forms and information will be sent 
home the week of April 2. Please email Mrs. L. Ziegler with any questions. We are looking forward to an amazing 
band for next year, and you will have the opportunity to meet our new band teacher at Gardner. 
 
Beginning band camp is July 8-11 & July 15-18. All band sessions are before noon in the Gardner music room. 
 
The incoming 6th grade Summer Band Camp is July 8-11 & July 15-18, 11:30-12:15 in the Gardner music room. 
Information about band camp will be heading home soon.  

Dental Safari 
 

The Dental Safari is coming to Gardner on April 18th! A licensed dentist and dental hygienist from the Dental 
Safari Company will be offering a dental exam, cleaning, fluoride treatment and sealants to participating students. 
If you are interested in this opportunity please complete the consent form (there is one at the end of the Gazette) 
or you can register online at dentalsafaricompany.com. If you have any questions you can call the Dental Safari 
Company at 618-993-8333 or the school nurse at 939-3060.  

Half day of School  
 

There is a half day of school on Friday, April 19th. Town students will be dismissed at 11:10 and bus students 
will be dismissed at 11:25, or once traffic has cleared and buses can enter the parking lot.  

The lost and found is overflowing. Please remind your student(s) to 
check it for anything they may have missing. All items left after 
the last day of school will be donated.  

Solar Eclipse  
 

There is no school on Monday, April 8th. Enjoy viewing the Solar Eclipse with your family.  

https://www.dentalsafaricompany.com/
http://dentalsafaricompany.com/
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April Calendar 
 
 April 1st  -    No school  
 April 2nd  -   Students return to school 
 April 4th  -    Cardinals home opener, wear Cardinals gear/red and/or a hat 
 April 8th  -     No school  -  Solar Eclipse  
 April 12th  -  Midterm 
 April 18th  -  Dental Safari  
 April 19th  -  Half day of school. Town students dismissed at 11:10, bus students at 11:25 
 April 22nd  -  26th  -  Book Fair  
 April 23rd  -  4th grade beginning band meeting, 7:00 pm  
 April 24th  -  5th grade field trip   
 April 25th  -  Gardner kick off night for incoming 4th and 5th grade, 6:30-7:30 pm  
 April 25th  -  Book fair 6-8 pm  
 April 30th  -  5th grade band and chorus concert 7:00 pm  

April lunch calendar  

https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/935/Waterloo_CUSD_5/4083780/Elementary_April_2024_R.pdf


STEM Girls Camp 
 
The ROE is excited to be able to offer the STEM Girls Camp again this summer. If  you have a student that would 
like to attend, but finances are a hindrance, please contact the ROE. They do offer scholarships, as they do not want 
finances to be the reason a girl cannot attend. You can also register your student using this link.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVv17d1i9kNmCnDjEIVgbepHthBBVcrZbN1m-YXHfMsEawiQ/viewform


Dear Third and Fourth Grade Families,  

 

I am excited to let you know about an end of the year event 
we are planning at Gardner.  We have named it our Kickoff 
Night for 2024-2025.  On April 25, you are invited to visit 
Gardner to walk through the building, meet teachers, learn 
about activities, and take home a book to read over the sum-
mer.  Mr. Andy Mayer, our district librarian, and I will share 
two book titles for you to consider.   

 
Please mark your calendar for April 25 at 6:30 pm when you 
can pick from a list of places to visit, including our book 
fair.  During the second half of our time just after 7:00 pm, 
we will meet in the gym to learn about our kickoff books and 
end the night with a sweet surprise.  If you will attend, please 
complete this RSVP Form by April 12, so we can save a 
sweet surprise and a book for you.   

 
Above all, we want to give you and your family a chance to 
see Gardner before the summer.  Life in a new school build-
ing or year can sometimes feel challenging.  We hope our 
kickoff night will help it feel comfortable by meeting people, 
seeing our building, and sharing a book. 
 
 
 
 

I look forward to seeing you on April 25.  Wishing you a wonderful fourth quarter! 
 
Best Regards,  
 
Mrs. Angie Huels  
Gardner Principal  
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeahaX4YOc6tiobLGxGZjoNizcZl5CC1JpEDb8I5HugumgZKQ/viewform





