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 Please remember to leave a message on the attendance line if your child is going to be late or 
absent to school, 618-939-3060.  

From Principal Huels 
 
Happy New Year! It’s so great to see students at school today!  Yesterday, teachers and staff worked on planning for 
students, especially for interventions and enrichment.  We are looking forward to starting these plans on January 10.  I 
always find the new year as an exciting chance to try something new. Here are two opportunities for you to consider 
as a Gardner family: 
 
1.Thank you to the parents who have already responded about our Gardner Parent Academy.  This is an informal op-
portunity to visit with other parents and me for ideas to use at home about homework, studying, etc.  Sometimes as a 
parent, I feel it’s hard to know where to look for ideas.  If you would like to know more, please follow this link.  
 
2.Sage Manning, a Gardner 5th grader, is planning a Girl Scout project this spring.  She is looking for a small group 
of students who are interested in creating a video that demonstrates our Gardner Great Expectations of being respect-
ful, responsible, and safe.  If your child enjoys SHOW, this might be the perfect situation.  Please complete this form 
to let Sage know you are interested.  
 

Our January Above and Beyond trait is Integrity, which seems to summarize all our topics in POP so far this year. On 
the announcements today, I offered the following integrity examples:  

1. Admitting you made a mistake instead of lying or covering it up 
2. Giving others hula hoop space and helping them feel comfortable 
3. Including others in a group effort 
4. Asking others to use their property before doing so 
5. Treating others with kindness, avoiding gossip, spreading rumors, or name calling 
6. Offering empathy. Thinking about how others feel and how you can help 
7. Being a good sport, whether you win or lose, and playing by the rules 

 
Regarding integrity at home, please think about the quote to the left.  In December, I 
learned that some fourth and fifth graders are learning topics of an adult nature on 
TikTok and YouTube.  Some students use their phone or tablet through the night and 
have troubles in the afternoon with attention and staying awake.  While it isn’t easy, 
please pay attention to screen time choices and storage at home and what your choices 
might be teaching your children.   
 
As a parent and educator, I enjoy the messages of Tanner Clark, which challenge me to 
consider my habits.  While his ideas are about teenagers, I find that many of the ideas re-
late to our fourth and fifth graders.  If you can find 15 minutes after your kids go to bed, I 
hope you will watch.  I would love to know what you think.  

 
Thank you for reading the January Gardner Gazette!  Happy 2024! 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiGOU1TnmIh2TYtI0hLSnPiwGlC2xD671QIn89wVsgT7sp6w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehz1y5t5HOU1QKRcSzaTxQ9Ddd_75s8LqsWzNImoY8H0onkg/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1ATq85zzT0


Report cards 
 

Second quarter report cards for 4th and 5th graders will be posted to Skyward on Friday, January 5th. Paper  
copies will not be sent home. You can access report cards by logging into your Skyward account and clicking on the 
portfolio tab.  

Band and Chorus News 
 

Chorus News 
Congratulations to the chorus members on a great Christmas Concert. We have begun working on our next concert, 
“The Gardner Comedy Show” which will be on Tuesday, February 27, 2024 at 7:00 pm.   
 
Band News 
Congratulations to the band members on their first concert. The band sounded amazing. Third quarter practice rec-
ords will be given out during the first week of the third quarter. Band members are reminded that practice records 
are due every Tuesday.  Please remember to also go to your weekly band lessons. Practicing and attending lessons 
are the ways to improve your playing. 

Yearbooks  
 

Yearbooks are now on sale! You can order a yearbook thru March 1st. Orders can only be made online. To order 
please visit inter-state.com/order and use the code 82325E. Yearbooks are $16.00. Students will receive their year-
books in May.  

                                                                     Maple Gardner  
 

Maple Gardner is 4 months old and weighs about 250 pounds. She is eating more and 
more like an adult cow, but she still requires extra care and attention to make sure she 
continues to be healthy as she grows. She's now able to play in a pen with other calves. 
Just like you, your calf has best friends that she frolics with.  

Papa Johns Night 
 

Our next Papa Johns Night is Wednesday, January 10th. Take the night off from cooking and make it a pizza night! 
A flyer is on the last page of the gazette.  

https://inter-state.com/order
https://www.papajohns.com/


                                                   January Calendar 
 

Jan. 4th  -  School begins for students! Welcome back!  
Jan. 5th  -  2nd quarter report cards 
Jan. 10th  -  Papa John’s Night 
Jan. 12th  -  Half day for students. 11:10 town dismissal, 11:25 bus dismissal or once traffic has cleared 
Jan. 15th  -  No school in observance of Martin Luther King Jr.  

 

January lunch calendar 

https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/935/Waterloo_CUSD_5/3809340/Elementary_January_2024_R.pdf







