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 Please remember to leave a message on the attendance line if your child is going to be  
absent or late to school, 618-939-3060.  

From Principal Huels 
 

I hope Leapday 2024 was a fun day at school and at home. As February ends, we are planning for our March 
time of IAR testing. IAR, the Illinois Assessment of Readiness, is scheduled for the week of March 
18. Students will be taking one test per day this week in the morning with three math and two language arts. 
During the week of March 11, teachers will be practicing the IAR test with students so they feel comfortable 
navigating the test online.  5th grade students will be taking the Illinois Science Assessment from March 25-
27. Please know that test scores are used on occasion to determine academic placement for students.  
 

While we want students to do their best on the IAR and ISA tests, 
let’s remember that feeling prepared and comfortable can make a 
difference.  Please mark your calendar with the dates above and 
encourage your child to get extra sleep during testing week.   
Eating breakfast and wearing layers helps students feel most  
comfortable. We will focus on our Don’t Let It Bug You theme 
during our Kids Heart Day on March 15.     
 
POP Update  
During our last POP session from February 19-29, students met 
with Mrs. Ehrenstrom and me for one morning to complete a  
survey, very much like the one they completed in October that 
asked them about how it feels to be a Gardner student. It’s very 
important to me that students have a Gardner adult and peer to go 
to when they need help or ideas.  The last two questions were  
optional but offered students a chance to tell us what POP session 
this year has been useful or important to them as well as what  
topics we should plan for the remainder of the year.  Mrs.  

Ehrenstrom will be noting trends for future reference.  Above all, students have shared that they enjoy talking 
about their “Own” it words, and they realize it is helpful to “Pause.”  POP stands for Pause, Own, and  
Practice.  Please visit Mrs. Ehrenstrom’s webpage if you would like to hear our POP sessions this year.  
 
Let’s work hard to have a pleasant and peaceful March. At Gardner, we work to solve problems with  
conversations. Thank you for reading the Gazette.   
 
 
Best Regards,  
Mrs. Angie Huels  

https://sites.google.com/wcusd5.net/ehrenstrom
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Half day  
 

There is a half day of school on Friday, March 15th. Town students will be dismissed at 11:10 and bus students will 
be dismissed at 11:25, or once traffic has cleared and buses can enter the parking lot.  

Papa John’s Night 
 

Our next Papa John’s night is Wednesday, March 13th. If ordering online, use the school promo code SSG001. If you 
call in your order remember to mention it is for Gardner. A flyer with coupons is attached at the end of the Gazette.  

4th grade Beginning Band 
 

Mark your calendars for the beginning band meeting which will be on Tuesday, April 23 at 7:00 pm. Beginning band 
registration forms and information will be sent home by the end of March. Please email Mrs. L. Ziegler with any 
questions. We are looking forward to an amazing band for next year. 

Band and Chorus News  
 

Chorus News 
Congratulations fifth grade chorus on a great performance of “The Gardner Comedy Show”. The audience loved the 
singing, jokes, and skits. The spring Band and Chorus concert will be on Tuesday, April 30, 2024.  Chorus members 
have the opportunity to sing at the Cardinals game on Friday, May 3rd. They will be singing “Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame”. Information was sent home with students about how to order tickets and shirts.  
 
Band News 
Band members are reminded that practice records are due every Tuesday.  Please remember to also go to your  
weekly band lessons. Practicing and attending lessons are the ways to improve your playing. On Thursdays we get to 
listen to band member’s talents with “Got Something to Share”. We have some amazing talents in our band. Keep 
working and sharing your talents. The spring Band and Chorus Concert is Tuesday, April 30, 2024. 

March Madness Cap Collection  
 

The Waterloo Citizens for a Pool is holding a ‘Park It’ Cap Collection Campaign! Their goal is 5200 lbs; enough to 
make six tables and ten benches for the upcoming Splash Pad at William Zimmer Park. So far they have collected 
908 lbs,  How can you help them reach their goal? If you’d like to help, please consider sending in your used caps to 
Gardner Elementary. We will have collection bins by the entrance doors. We are going to have a March Madness  
collection, collecting only from March 1st thru March 29th! There is a list of acceptable lids and caps that they are  
collecting at the end of the Gazette.  

Report Cards 
 

3rd quarter report cards will be posted to Skyward on Friday, March 15th. Paper copies will not be sent home. To 
view your student’s report card, log into your Skyward account and click on the Portfolio tab.  

April 8th  
 

Please mark your calendars as there has been a change to the current school calendar. There will not be any school on 
Monday, April 8th due to the Solar Eclipse happening that day.  

https://www.papajohns.com/
https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wseduwaterlooil/fwemnu01.w
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 March Calendar 

 

 Mar. 1st - 29th  -  March Madness Cap collection 
 Mar. 8th  -  End of 3rd qtr. 
 Mar. 13th  -  Papa John’s night  
 Mar. 15th  -  3rd qtr. report cards 
 Mar. 15th  -  Half day for students; 11:10 town students dismissed, 11:25 bus students 
 Week of  Mar. 18th  -  IAR Testing 
 Mar. 25th  -  27th  -  5th grade Science testing  
 Mar. 28th  - April 1st  -  Spring break 
 

March lunch menu  

https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/935/Waterloo_CUSD_5/4018794/Elementary_March_2024R.pdf





