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OPT OUT FORM

| Agra Public Schools wilf be following the directive Issued by State Department of Education

Superintendent, Ryan Walters. State Superintendent Walters has mandated that Qklahoma Public

%8 Schools will place an emphasis on the historical and literary use of the Bible and Its role as it relates to

the history of the United States of America. This has always been a part of the Oklahoma academic

{ standards for various classes. This directive simply emphasizes that schools are not to ignore those
L} standards simply because they reference the Bible. Portions of the Bible will be referenced for its
£ § historical content.

Agra public schoels will follow this directive in keéping with the legal considerations as outlined by
Superintendent Walters,

We will adhere to all directives provided by the State Department of Education. Specifically, Directive

@4 #4 wlill guide our preparation and presentation.

Directive #4 "Primary Purpose of Usage: The Bible must be used in student instruction for its histarical,
literary, and secular value and is not to be used for religious purposes such as preaching, proselytizing

{1 or indoctrination.”

4 Parents or Guardians have the right to opt their child out of any lessons that reference the Bible.

I wish to opt my child out of the lessons that reference the Bible , even as a historical or literary
£} support of the lesson. If opting out, students will receive an alternative assignment.

1 student Name a __,J .. Parent/Guardian

Date



RYAN WALTERS
STATE SUPERINTENDENT of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

OQ8DE Instructonal Suppott Guidelines for Feachers

Intodnetion

The Standards Guidelines for the upcoming 2024-2025 school year are provided below. Tmmediate
and complete implementation of these guidelines for the 2024-2025 school year is tequired,

This memotanchum and the included standatds must be provided to every teacher as well as providing
a physical copy of the Bible, the United States Constitution, the Declaration of Independencs, and the
Ten Commandments as resoutces in every classroom in the school disttict. These documents are
mandatoty for the holistic education of students In Oklahoma,

In conjunction with the State Superintendent’s ditective tegarding incorporating the Bible as an
Instructional support in tecognition of the existing Oklahoma Social Studlies Standards, the Olklahotma
State Department of Education has ctafted these guidelines to ald teachess incotporating the Bible as
an instructlonal support, ‘The Bible has played a significant role in the development of Western
eivilization and American history (Kling, David W, Tée Bibd in Hisiogy: How the Tects have Shaped she
Tipres, Oxford University Press, 2006), This document provides guidelines for teachers on how to
. approach incorpotation in a mannet that emphasizes only Its historical, literaty and secular benefits,

epsuting compliance with legal standards and precedants, Citation to standards is for example of

sample authority,
Historical Contexi

* lnfivence on Western Civilization; The Bible has been a key comerstone in the
development of Western thought, influencing legal systems, ethical frameworks, and culiural
norms. Teachers must focus on how biblical principles have shaped the Foundations] aspects
of Western societies, such as the concepts of justice, human tights, and the tale of law (See
e.g5, including but not limited to Oklahoina Social Studies Standatds 5.2.4; 6.3.2; 7.3.3 OK1 Ay

WG3.1; and WG3.5)

¢+ ILmpact on Ametican Histoxy: From the eatly Furopean settlets to the founding fathegs,
biblical refetences bave been prevalent in American historical documents and speeches.
Teachers must highlight key historleal moments where the Bible played a tole, such as the
Mayfower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, and the speeches of leaders like
Abgaham Lincoln and Martin Luther King, Jr. (See e.g,, including but rot limited to
Cklahoma Social Studies Standards 5.2.4; 6,3.2; 7.3.3; OK1.4; WGB.1; WG3.5: and WEI1.2)
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Literary Significance

*»  Canonical Literature; The Bible is 2 pﬂmmr soutce of aliusfons, themes, and axchetypes in
Western literature, Teachers must explote its influence on classic and contémporaty works,
helping students undetstand refetences and themes in literatuze, poetry, and even modern
media. (See e.g,, including but tot limited to Oldahoma Social Studies Standards 6,3.2; 7.3.3;

and WH1.2,)

o  Litetaty Technigques: The Bible uses numerouns and vadous literary techniques, inchading
allegoty, metaphot, and pazable. Teachers can use bibiical texts to ilustrate these technicques,
enhancing students’ lierary analysis skills, This apptoach allows students to appteciate the
Bible's literaty craftsmanship without delving into. teliplous dogtrine. (See e, including but
not limited to Oklahoma Somal Stuches Standagds 6.3.2;:7.3.3; and WH1,2.)

Ardstic and Musica[ Iuﬂuence

e At History: The Bible has inspired numetous wotks of att throughout history (See eg,
Davles, Penelope J.W., et al. Janson’s Hisitory of st The Waostarn Tradition, 8" ed,, Pearson, 2011,
page 273 ot al). Teachers must introduce students to famous attworks that depict biblical
scenes or themes, discussing the histotical and cultural context of these wh:lc ternaining
mindful of all sules for grade leve! and age level appmpmatc material. (See e.g, cludmg but
not hmlted to Oklahoma Social Studies Smndards 6.3.2; 733 and WHL2) =

#  Music: Biblical texts and stoties have Influenced many musical compositions (See eg, Grout,
Donald ]., and Paliscs, Claude V. 4 Hinory of Western Musie, 4” ed., W.W. Notton & Company,
1988), Teachers can explore how composets and musicians have Interpreted and expyessed
biblica! themes through musle, focusing on the cultural and histosical significance rather than
the religious content, See e, mcludmg but not limited to Oldahoma Social Studies Standards

65.2; 733 deHi 2.)

Implementatmn Strategies

Textual Analysis: Students may be encouraged o analyze biblical texts ag they would any other
historical or literaty document, Focus on the structure, language, and rhetorical strategles used in
biblica! nareatives, poctry, and eplstles, (See e.g, including but not limited to Oldaboma Social Studies

Standards 6.3.2; 7.3.3; and WH1.2.)

Comparative Studles: Conduct comparative studies between biblical texts and other historical or
liverary wosks, This can include examining parallels betweet: biblical stories and Greek mythology of
compating the ethical teachings of the Bible with those of other philosophical traclitions. (See eg,,
including but not limited to Oklahoma Social Studies Standards 6.3.2; 7.3.3; and WEH1.2.)
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Histotical Documents and Speeches: Integrate cxcetpts from historical doeutments and speeches
that refetence the Bible, Discuss the context and significanice of these refersnces, helping students
understand the Bible's tole in shaping polltieal and social thought, (See e.g. including but not Limited
to Oldahotna Social Studies Standards 6.3.2; 7.3,3; and WH1.2)

Critical Thinking and Discussion: Foster an environment whete students can engage in critical
thinking and discussion about the histotical and literaty aspects of the Bible, Encoutage respectfal

dialogue and divesse peespectives, ensuring that discusslons remain academic rather than doctrina),
(See e.g, Including but not limited to Oklahoma Social Studies Stahdards 6.3.2; 7.3.3; and WH1.2)

Grade-Level Speclfic Guidelines
Upper Blementary (5)

¢ Narrative Elements: Discuss the elements of a stoty, such as plot, charactets, and setting,
using hiblical stoties as examples, '

o Historical Context: Begin inttoducing the historical contsxt in which these stories wete
written and thelr impact o Western cultore, :

 Literaty Devices: Identify and discuss simple literary devices such as similes, metaphoss, and
personificarion within biblical texts. .

© Music Appreciation: Introduce students to classical music pieces inspired by biblical themes,
discussing the historical context and significance without focusing on religious congent,

Middle Schoal (6-8)

¢ Textnal Analysis: Hngage students in mote detailed analysis of biblical texts, focusing on
language, sttucturs, and themes.

s Comparative Litetatate: Compare biblical stories with myths and legends from other
cultures, examining similatities and differerices.

* Historical Iimpact: Discuss the influence of the Bible on bistorics] events and figures,
¢ Ait and Music Fxplotation: Study famous artwotks and musical compositions inspired by

biblical themes, discussing their impact on culture and society while remaining mindful of all
tules for grade level and age level appropriate matetial,
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High Schoal (9-12)

Advanced Literaty Analysis: Conduet in-dapth analysis of complex biblical texts, examining
theines, motifs, and litetary technigues,

Histotical Dociuments: Study primary historical documents and speeches that refetetice the
Bible, exploting their significance and context; '

" Ethical and Philosophical Discussions: Facilitate discussions c.m the ethical and

philosophical ideas presented in the Bible and their infivence on Western thought,

Crliical Essaya: Assign essays that tecuire ctitical thinking and analysié of the Bible’s role in
literaure, history, and cultore. ‘

Art and Music Appreciation: Analyze and intetpret sigtﬂﬂcaﬂtla:rtwoxks aad musical pleces
inspired by the Bible, understanding theit historical and cultural relevance while remaining
mindful of all tules for grade level and age level approptiate material, '

Legal Congideratlons

1.

Neutrality and Objectivity: Ensore that all insteuction is conducted in a neutral and objective
manner, ‘Teachers must pot promote or favos any religious beliefs, focusing solely on the
historical and litesaty aspects of the Bible,

Divetae Perspectives: Acknowledge the Bible’s influence while recognizing and respecting
the diversity of religlous beliefs among students. Incorporate perspectives fiotn other seligious
and secular traditions to provide a balanced view while remaining mindful of all rules for grade
level and age leyel approptiate material,

Patental Coromunication: Maltin open communication with parents about the putpose
and content of Incotporating the Bible as an instructional support into the eutticalum, Provide
information on how the cutiewlum addresses historieal and iteraty aspects, emphasizing that
it Is not 2n endowsement of any religious belief,

Primaty Putpose of Usage: The Bible must be used in student instruction for its historical
literary and seculns value and is not to he used for religions putposes such. as preaching,
prosclytiving or indoctiinatlon, '
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Conclusion

The inclasion of the Bible as an Instructional support In the curticulum offers students = deeper
undesstanding of the histosical and literary foundations of Western civilization and Ametican history,
By focusing on these aspects, teachers can entich students’ education while adhering to legal
guidelines, These guidelines aim to provide o balanced, objective approach that respects divetse beliefs
and fosters critfcal thinking. A holistic approach enswres that students do not imerely see the Bible as
a religious text but as a significant historlcal and cultutal artifact that has influenced 2 wide attay of

" human endeavozs.

Mateovet, maintaining neutsality and objectivity is crucial, By not promoting any religious beliefs,
these guidelines ensure that the curticulum remains inclusive and respectful of all backgrounds and
beliefs. The focus remalns fitrmly on the educational and secular benefits of literacy and backgrownd

knowledge rather than religious indoctrination,

In conclusion, incotporating the Bible as an Instructional suppost into the cutsiculutm provides an
invaluable oppottunity to despen students’ understanding of historical and cultugal developments,
These guidelines offer guidance for educators to apptoach this subject matter thovghtfully and
inclusively, fosteting an educational envitonment that is both informative and respectful.
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