
 

 
 
 

 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic School 

1331 N. Main Street    Elkhart, IN  46514 

574-264-4855       Website:  stselkhart.com 

 October 20, 2023 

From the Principal’s Desk…... 
Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

10/25/23  4—7 PM 

10/26/23  1:30—4:30 PM 

Early Release Day 

10/26/23 AT 12:30 PM 

NO AFTERCARE 

Wednesday 10/25/23 

Thursday 10/26/23 

due to Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

~FALL BREAK~ 

10/27/23—10/29/23 

Costume Contest 

Tuesday, October 31st 

Details & Rules 

Below 

Last Day for Shorts 

Tuesday, October 31st 

Picture Retakes 

Friday, November 3rd 

DATES!!! 

STS Newsletter 

Happy Friday St. Thomas Families, 

 

This week, we began an initiative school 

wide to help recognize students who are 

exemplifying the Virtues that are part of our 

Catholic faith.  Our Varsity Boys soccer team 

played their championship match.  And, 

students in the middle school participated in 

Hispanic Heritage Day on Monday! 

I’m excited to explain the virtue initiative to 

you.  Each morning, before prayer, we read 

a verse from the bible tied to a specific vir-

tue.  Through next week, we’ll focus on kind-

ness.  Morning prayer is tied to the bible 

verse we read, and echoed throughout the 

day in classrooms.  As we see students emu-

lating virtuous behavior, we praise them and 

will post a small card with their name on a 

bulletin board in the cafeteria.  The goal is 

to show all our community how often our 

students live the virtues we teach. 

Hispanic Heritage Day was Monday and 

what a fantastic day it was!  The middle 

school team did a wonderful job spending 

the day focused on exploring culture 

through literature, music, guest speakers, 

movies, and my favorite - food (I had no 

fewer than 9 tamales).  The students thor-

oughly enjoyed the day as they deepened 

their understanding of Hispanic culture. 

Our Varsity Boys soccer team played their 

final game of the season on Wednesday 

evening.  We had a school board meeting 

that evening.  I'm sad to have missed our 

Spartans bringing home the 2023 ICCL 

Championship in person.  The boys decisive-

ly defeated Christ the King 4 - 1.  If you see 

any of our players, be sure to congratulate 

them on a job well done! 

Our JV Girls are playing in their champion-

ship match at 1:00 on Sunday at Marian HS 

fields.  Several of our Lady Spartans play as 

part of the St. Pius team (green uniforms).  If 

you’re free and in town Sunday afternoon, 

head out and support our young ladies. 

A friendly reminder, our 2023-2024 Fall par-

ent survey is still open if you have not submit-

ted a response yet.  Please take a few mo-

ments to answer the questions at the follow-

ing link <Fall Survey> in order to help us im-

Middle School 

Parent/Teacher/Student-Led 
Conferences 

MS teachers will be available for 

conferences during the scheduled 

conference times. (Wednesday 10/25 

4:00 - 7:00 and Thursday 10/26 
from 1:30 - 4:30) There will be a 

sign-up sheet outside each teacher’s 

room to save your spot! We are 

encouraging you to bring your 

student to hear his/her input on the 

progress of the year! (Please limit 
your conference time to 10 minutes 

so we can accommodate as many 

parents as we can!) 

prove all that we do.   

 

Looking Ahead 

October 22: 1:00 - Girls JV Soccer Champi-

onship at Marian HS 

October 25: Parent Teacher Conferences 

(no after-care) 

October 26: Early Dismissal, Parent Teacher 

Conferences (no after-care) 

October 27: Fall Break - NO SCHOOL 

 

Report Card Note 

Report cards have been given to 

your student(s) to bring home.   Please see 

the attached note on your student(s) report 

card regarding an internal error on Pow-

erSchool that affects attendance and Quar-

ter 2 grades. 

 

I hope you all have a blessed and safe 

weekend resting and recuperating with your 

families.  Thank you for all you do for our stu-

dents and our school, we’ll see you on Mon-

day. 

All the best in Christ, 

Chris 

 
Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can 

do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate, only Love 

Stock the Teacher’s 

Lounge for 

Conferences Week 
 

 

Donations to school by 

Monday, October 23rd  

Sign Up Below 
 

Help teachers through the 

long week with some of 

their favorite snacks. 
 

 

https://www.PerfectPotluck.c

om/RQRS5576 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrdHI0nxuZQOFDcae-PnI4CY1yPuVO0g7hCj1Xd1_DThjPCQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.perfectpotluck.com/RQRS5576
https://www.perfectpotluck.com/RQRS5576


November, 

December, & January Menus 

Open for Ordering 
 

November’s Menu is on Page 4 

 

DON’T FORGET!!! 
 

THE CUT OFF FOR LUNCH ORDERING FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK IS 
 

5 PM FRIDAY 

OCTOBER ROSARY CHALLENGE 

Rosary Events on Flyer Below 

October is the month of the rosary.  Join your fellow  St. Thomas parishioners as we 

cultivate the habit of prayer and increase our devotion to our Mother Mary.  We 

are challenging all St. Thomas parishioners to say rosaries this month with a parish 

wide goal of 5000 rosaries!! 

Here’s what you do: 

Say rosaries throughout the month—alone, as a family, in adoration, with your 

friends, in the church before Mass, or at a parish rosary event. When you come to 

church, record your progress by placing one rose in the designated jars for 

each rosary you said that week.  You can also call the church with 

your rosary counts: (574) 262-1505.  Watch as our progress flowers throughout the 

Gathering Space each week. 

Here is how we need your help:We absolutely need your help saying rosaries! But 

we also need help hanging roses in the Gathering Space.  Volunteers will work to 

hang on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6pm to 7pm. We are also in need of people 

to lead the rosaries before each Sunday Mass (Saturday at 4:00pm, Sunday at 

7:30am, 10:00am, and 5:30pm). This is a great opportunity for service hours for our 

Confirmation Candidates and high schoolers. You can sign up for either 

at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054DA5A722A2FF2-44439784-rosary. 

Do you have pictures that could be used in the yearbook? 

Attention all parents, coaches, club leaders, and more! Is there a game, play, or 

other special event that you would love to see in this year's yearbook. Get your 
pictures to the St. Thomas yearbook coordinator Evelynn Ponce 
at yearbook@stselkhart.com or upload directly 
to https://plicbooks.com/go/C54N7Q .  

All the news…. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054DA5A722A2FF2-44439784-rosary
mailto:yearbook@stselkhart.com
https://plicbooks.com/go/C54N7Q


SERVICE HOUR OPPORTUNITY!!! 

Does your child need service hours or would you or your child like to help the 

church this month?  The church needs help hanging roses for the October 
Rosary Challenge.  You can sign up 
at:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054DA5A722A2FF2-44439784-
rosary#/.  Hanging is happening on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6pm to 

7pm, but there may be opportunities for Saturday hours too.  If you are 
interested in a Saturday, contact Sue at sgranzotto1@gmail.com.  

~~~PTO Updates~~~ 
 
Would you like to help plan our Donuts With Santa?  
Email Amyrasler@gmail.com 

We need someone to help plan the decorations and food options!  
We will set up a committee planning meeting soon based on availability.  
 

Would you like to spoil our teachers with a carry-in lunch?  
Follow the link below to sign up for a month!  
https://signup.com/go/VmKXrMe 
 

Do you have an awesome idea for a PTO social event?  
Please let us know, we are looking for new ideas for November!  

Roller Skating Party, Hockey Night, Restaurant Give Back Nights?  
If you'd like to assist with planning and scheduling please email amyrasler@gmail.com 

Please be sure to mark your calendars with these important Music dates: 

Thursday, December 14th - K-3 Christmas Program at 6:30pm 

Tuesday, December 19th - Band Christmas Concert at 6:30pm 

Tuesday, March 26th - 4th/5th Music Program at 6:30pm 

Thursday, May 16th - Middle School Spring Program at 6:30pm 

Tuesday, May 21st - Spring Band Concert at 6:30pm 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much 

seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054DA5A722A2FF2-44439784-rosary#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054DA5A722A2FF2-44439784-rosary#/
mailto:sgranzotto1@gmail.com
mailto:Amyrasler@gmail.com
https://signup.com/go/VmKXrMe
mailto:amyrasler@gmail.com



















