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MR. DECKER’S

NOTES
1st-2nd-Winter Vacation- no
school

5th- School resumes

16th- Second quarter grades
are posted. Look on Parent
Portal in Campus to see grades

19th-Martin Luther King, Jr Day-
no school

20 - PTO meeting at 4:15 at
Jefferson

th

23rd- 12:20 dismissal for
inservice

Happy New Year! As we complete the
first week in January, we complete the 2
quarter of school. We do not send report
cards home anymore. You must access
grades through Parent Portal. There will
be a report card sent home at the end of
the year.

nd

Students will also be participating in their
Winter NWEA Benchmark assessment
the first two weeks of January. We will be
able to see what kind of growth was made
in the first semester and examine how we
can challenge each student going
forward.

Once again, conference sign-up will be
coming home the end of January and sent
to you via Remind.

As always, I encourage you to read our
handbook and communicate with your
child's classroom teacher with any
concerns.



MR. DECKER’S
NOTES
ATTENDANCEMATTERS
Currently our school has a 96.41% attendance rate. Slightly under our average of
97%. Continue to encourage your child to get enough rest, hydrate, and start off
each day with a good breakfast. An average of two days missed each month is
considered to be chronically absent. At the midway point that would be about ten
days. Lessons in school cannot be recreated or made up during normal school
time. Absences due to illnesses will be excused IF provided a written doctor's note
excusing the absence. PEAs are when a parent calls in and says their child will not
be in. This could be that your child is ill. Even if you do not give a reason, this is
considered PEA. You have ten days of PEA. After ten we count the days as AU.
Once the AU absences start, it is vital that there is communication between the
home and principal.

Attendance habits are preparing our kids for the real world and work force.
Missing school is missing opportunities to grow and learn. We get kids get sick;
illnesses happen.
Do your best to make each day count!

Attendance Traveling Trophy
We will continue our monthly challenge of rewarding the classroom from each
grade level with a traveling trophy filled with their favorite candies. October's
winner were:
1st- Mrs. Stack
2nd- Mrs. Johnson
3rd- Mrs. Deutsch
4th- Mrs. Wietzema

Sincerely,

John J. Decker
john.decker@k12.sd.us
605-882-6390



DR. DANIELSEN’S
NOTES

As we get to the time of year when the winter weather is approaching, I am writing this column to
remind everyone of how late starts, early dismissals, and no school day decisions are made. It is
important that you know, as parents, that your child's safety is my utmost concern. I also want you
to know that if you don't agree with my decision, you can keep
your child home or come and pick your child up from school early. The best decision possible is
made with the weather information that we have – we view several television stations, drive the
roads, as well as talk with the National Weather Service.

Late Starts
Late starts are called for two reasons. The main reason is that we need more time to get the busses
out on the country roads and we need the daylight for the roads in town and out of town to begin the
plowing process. On a normal day, our bus drivers are ready to head out about 6:30-6:45 AM. When
we have a 10:30 late start, that delays that time until 8:30 – 8:45 AM. The second reason is to “buy
time”, to see if the weather is going to get better and
improve to start at 10:30 AM. I know this sometimes causes concern because of day care situations
for parents, but I do use the late start time to review the conditions and see if they are going to
improve. If they are not improving, then a “no school” decision is made.

Early dismissals
Early dismissals in the winter are primarily called to get students home with inclement weather
during daylight hours. We may use a 12:30, 1:30 or 2:30 early dismissal time.
No School – We call no school when either weather is too difficult to get children to school with our
busses (typically in town roads are better), and/or the weather is predicted to become worse
throughout the day. This decision begins about 4:30-5:00 AM with several of us driving the in-town
roads and country roads. It also includes talking with meteorologists in Aberdeen about their
predictions for snowfall, winds, etc. We make the best decisions possible, and sometimes the
predictions are not 100% accurate.

Cold Temperatures
Regarding cold temperatures: We will not call school off for cold temperatures unless the air
temperature gets to the 25 to 30 below mark. Our busses are well heated and will run fine unless it is
in that range of air temperature (busses don't feel wind chill). We do keep our buildings open for
students when it is cold. Students won't wait outside in the bus lines, playground, etc. on those days.
Unfortunately, the television media sometimes plays into the hype of calling off school around the
state. You can be assured that we will not bring students to school if we believe they are in danger. If
they have to walk to school on those cold days, I would ask that you find neighbors and friends and
ask if they can help give your child a ride (please plan ahead). If you believe it is too cold, you can
keep your child home. Northeastern SD is one of the coldest parts of the state during the winter and
if we called off for the two-three weeks of cold weather we wouldn't be in session any of those days –
that is why we use the 25-30 air temperature mark decision. Remember to help your child(ren)
dress appropriately for cold weather – hats, boots, mittens, coats.
Dr. Jeff Danielsen



Should Student stay home or
go home?

Stay in school:
Cold symptoms without a
fever
Cough without a fever
Diarrhea without a fever
Head Lice up to the Nurse/
Principal will decide
Pink eye unless a dr note
states differently
Rash unless it is oozing or a
fever

Go home:
Fever of 100 or more
Vomitting

** These symptoms are not
absolute indicators. Discretion
will also be usedwhen
determiningwhether a
student should remain in class
or be sent home.

Peanut Safe

School

We are a Peanut Safe facility. This means that we do NOT serve
anything with peanuts due to the vast number of students with
some type of peanut allergy ranging fromminor to life-
threatening. We cannot control what students may bring for lunch,
but we do ask that if your child/children only eat Peanut Butter
sandwiches, please make the teacher aware, so if any classmates
are allergic to peanuts, we can make sure they are placed safely
apart. We also ask that if you bring treats for the class, to be
mindful of any fellow classmates that may have an allergy and
choose something peanut free. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact Ann, the school nurse at Jefferson.



SCHOLASTIC BOOK
OF THEMONTH

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing- Judy
Blume

Life with his little brother, two-year-old
Fudge, makes Peter Hatcher feel like a
fourth grade nothing. Fudge is actually a
tiny terror in disguise, causing mischief
everywhere he goes. Whether Fudge is
throwing a temper tantrum in a shoe store,
smearing mashed potatoes on the walls at
Hamburger Heaven, or trying to fly, he's
never far from trouble. He's an almost
three-year-old terror who gets away with
everything, and Peter's had it up to here!
When Fudge walks off with Dribble, Peter's
pet turtle, it's the last straw. Peter has
put up with Fudge for too long. Way too
long! How can he get his parents to pay
attention to him for a change?



(Jan 5th - Jan 16th)

Asking Permission

1. Look at the person
2. Use a calm and pleasant voice

3. Say “May I”
4. Accept the answer calmly

(Jan 5th - Jan 16th)

Asking Permission

1. Look at the person
2. Use a calm and pleasant voice

3. Say “May I”
4. Accept the answer calmly

(Jan 19th- Jan 30th)

Sharing Something

1. Let the other person use the
item first

2. Ask if you can use it later
3. When you get to use it,

offer it back to the other
person after you have used it

(Jan 19th- Jan 30th)

Sharing Something

1. Let the other person use the
item first

2. Ask if you can use it later
3. When you get to use it,

offer it back to the other
person after you have used it









KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP

The Knights of Columbus organization invites students age 9-14 (age as of
January 1, 2026) to participate in the Knights of Columbus Free Throw
Championship to be held at 1:30 PM, Sunday, January 25, 2026 in the

WatertownMiddle School Gym.Warm-ups and registration will begin at 1:00
PM. Registration is at the event.

Participants will shoot 15 free throws. The foul line for ages 9-11 is 12’. All
others will shoot behind the 15’ line. All girls, and all boys ages 9-11 will shoot

using the girls 28.5” ball. Boys ages 12-14 will shoot using the men’s size
basketball. Basketballs will be awarded to the first two places in each

category.

Contact Nick Kranz@ dnkranz4@gmail.com or (605) 886-7799 for further
information.



PARENT
RESOURCES

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
PROFILE.PHP?ID=61556781784403

HTTPS://SDSFEC.ORG/

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
GROUPS/781453261913514

HTTPS://SAFE2SAY.SD.GOV












