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MR. DECKER’S

NOTES
15th-Turbak/Stoick’s classes
performing music at a nursing
home

19th- Deutsch/Weber’s classes
performing music at a nursing
home

23rd- 12:20 early dismissal for
Winter Vacation

24th- Jan 4 -Winter Vacation-
no school

th

Jan 5th- school resumes

A BIG Thank You to our PTO
members, staff, students and community
for your support of our Turkey Bingo. It
was a huge success. It was awesome to
see so many families enjoying the
evening. Thank you to all of our
community members who donated prizes
and time. A special thank you to the
Watertown Shamrocks amd Jeremy
Herboldt of KXLG for announcing. It was
truly a magical night of BINGO!!!

The winter season brings about so much
change for us all. The cold temps mean
we need to dress warmer. Expectations
for outside play means students need to
have a winter coat, gloves, hat or hood,
snowboots, and snow-pants. To play in
the field area or wood chip area, students
need to have boots and snow-pants.
otherwise, students will remain on the
cemented area.
We will go outside if the air temperature
is above zero or the wind chill is higher
than ten below.



MR. DECKER’S
NOTES
When we come back from winter break, students will once again be taking the
NWEAMAPS assessment. This helps our students gauge progress in math and
reading and allows us to re-establish our intervention groups. If you wish for a
copy of this report, please contact your child's teacher.

The awesome staff here at Jefferson is grateful to you for sharing your child(ren)
with us! We wish you all a Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!!

90% ATTENDANCE
We are adding a new incentive this year for our students to achieve. At the end of
each quarter, we will calculate their attendance percentage and if they are above
90% they will receive a magnet to take home. Studies have shown that when
students are in school over 90% of the school year, they achieve greater. That
means missing fewer than 18 days the entire school year. We are hoping that we
can do even better than that. Our yearly average per student is approximately
97%.
It also sets good habits for life. ATTENDANCE MATTERS!

Attendance Traveling Trophy
We will continue our monthly challenge of rewarding the classroom from each
grade level with a traveling trophy filled with their favorite candies. October's
winner were:
1st- Mrs. Stack
2nd- Mrs. Stemwedel
3rd- Mrs. Deutsch
4th- Mrs. Butler

Sincerely,

John J. Decker
john.decker@k12.sd.us
605-882-6390



MR. DECKER’S
NOTES
So many things our students are learning as they begin the new year.
But what about parents? Please take time to read our Student/Parent
Handbook. There are many questions that can be answered in
advance. These are expectations set forth by our school district and
school which we feel are important to ensure success for your children.

Safety is a PRIORITY for all of our schools. We ask that whenever you
come to our school you buzz in at the East entry door. Please report to
the office to receive a sticker if planning to stay or to take care of
business.

Students should not be bringing items from home unless it is part of a
classroom request. Please check your child's bookbag. Often times,
toys, Pokémon cards, electronic devices are brought to school. These
can be lost or disappear in which the school is not responsible.

All of our classrooms have a drinking fountain. However, if your child
chooses to bring a container, we ask for it to be clear. Content of the
water bottle should be water (flavored is ok). However, please refrain
from colored juices, energy drinks, coffee drinks, or soda. Students
may be asked to pour them out.

Communicating with the office when your child is absent is important.
Please contact the office at 882-6390. You cannot rely on texting or e-
mailing the teacher, especially if they get busy or are gone for the day.
Someone will contact you if we do not hear of your child's whereabouts
by 9:00 AM. Please read the new attendance expectations. Thank you
for your cooperation!



DR. DANIELSEN’S
NOTES

As we get to the time of year when the winter weather is approaching, I am writing this column to
remind everyone of how late starts, early dismissals, and no school day decisions are made. It is
important that you know, as parents, that your child's safety is my utmost concern. I also want you
to know that if you don't agree with my decision, you can keep
your child home or come and pick your child up from school early. The best decision possible is
made with the weather information that we have – we view several television stations, drive the
roads, as well as talk with the National Weather Service.

Late Starts
Late starts are called for two reasons. The main reason is that we need more time to get the busses
out on the country roads and we need the daylight for the roads in town and out of town to begin the
plowing process. On a normal day, our bus drivers are ready to head out about 6:30-6:45 AM. When
we have a 10:30 late start, that delays that time until 8:30 – 8:45 AM. The second reason is to “buy
time”, to see if the weather is going to get better and
improve to start at 10:30 AM. I know this sometimes causes concern because of day care situations
for parents, but I do use the late start time to review the conditions and see if they are going to
improve. If they are not improving, then a “no school” decision is made.

Early dismissals
Early dismissals in the winter are primarily called to get students home with inclement weather
during daylight hours. We may use a 12:30, 1:30 or 2:30 early dismissal time.
No School – We call no school when either weather is too difficult to get children to school with our
busses (typically in town roads are better), and/or the weather is predicted to become worse
throughout the day. This decision begins about 4:30-5:00 AM with several of us driving the in-town
roads and country roads. It also includes talking with meteorologists in Aberdeen about their
predictions for snowfall, winds, etc. We make the best decisions possible, and sometimes the
predictions are not 100% accurate.

Cold Temperatures
Regarding cold temperatures: We will not call school off for cold temperatures unless the air
temperature gets to the 25 to 30 below mark. Our busses are well heated and will run fine unless it is
in that range of air temperature (busses don't feel wind chill). We do keep our buildings open for
students when it is cold. Students won't wait outside in the bus lines, playground, etc. on those days.
Unfortunately, the television media sometimes plays into the hype of calling off school around the
state. You can be assured that we will not bring students to school if we believe they are in danger. If
they have to walk to school on those cold days, I would ask that you find neighbors and friends and
ask if they can help give your child a ride (please plan ahead). If you believe it is too cold, you can
keep your child home. Northeastern SD is one of the coldest parts of the state during the winter and
if we called off for the two-three weeks of cold weather we wouldn't be in session any of those days –
that is why we use the 25-30 air temperature mark decision. Remember to help your child(ren)
dress appropriately for cold weather – hats, boots, mittens, coats.
Dr. Jeff Danielsen



Should Student stay home or
go home?

Stay in school:
Cold symptoms without a
fever
Cough without a fever
Diarrhea without a fever
Head Lice up to the Nurse/
Principal will decide
Pink eye unless a dr note
states differently
Rash unless it is oozing or a
fever

Go home:
Fever of 100 or more
Vomitting

** These symptoms are not
absolute indicators. Discretion
will also be usedwhen
determiningwhether a
student should remain in class
or be sent home.

Peanut Safe

School

We are a Peanut Safe facility. This means that we do NOT serve
anything with peanuts due to the vast number of students with
some type of peanut allergy ranging fromminor to life-
threatening. We cannot control what students may bring for lunch,
but we do ask that if your child/children only eat Peanut Butter
sandwiches, please make the teacher aware, so if any classmates
are allergic to peanuts, we can make sure they are placed safely
apart. We also ask that if you bring treats for the class, to be
mindful of any fellow classmates that may have an allergy and
choose something peanut free. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact Ann, the school nurse at Jefferson.



SCHOLASTIC BOOK
OF THEMONTH

Stella Writes an Opinion by Janiel Wagstaff
Stella has an opinion: “Second graders should be
able to bring a morning snack!” But stating her
opinion isn't enough. She has to support her
opinion with reasons, then she has to write a
closing to remind everyone why her opinion
deserves attention. Reading about Stella's
experience as she develops her piece will help
guide students as they write about their own
opinions. Includes teaching notes at the back
of the book.



(Nov 24th- Dec 6th)

Accepting Compliments
1. Look at the person

2. Use a pleasant voice
3. Say “Thank you”
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3. Say “Thank you”

(Dec 8th - Dec 19th)

Staying On Task
1. Look at your task or

assignment
2. Think about the steps

needed to complete the task
3. Focus all your attention on

the task
4. Stop working only when

instructed
5. Ignore distractions and
interruptions from others
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PARENT
RESOURCES

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
PROFILE.PHP?ID=61556781784403

HTTPS://SDSFEC.ORG/

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
GROUPS/781453261913514

HTTPS://SAFE2SAY.SD.GOV










