
 

Jefferson Journal 
Special Points of Interest: 

  
☺ March 5th - 2nd grade Spring 
Concert at 2:30 and 6:00 pm 
☺ March 6th - PTO  meeting at 
12:00 @ Jefferson 
☺ March 13th, 14th  & 15th - 
Spring Break - NO SCHOOL 
☺ March 28th - 3rd quarter report 
cards will be available through the 
Parent Portal in Campus 
☺ March 29th - Good Friday- NO 
SCHOOL 
☺ April 1st - Easter Monday- NO 
SCHOOL 
☺ April 3rd - PTO  meeting at 12:00 
@ Jefferson

March 2024            Principally Speaking 
  

Kids Heart Challenge 

An amazing thank you to all who participated in this 

meaningful event.  Our school raised $18,718.28.  We had 

186 students register, 78 students complete Finn's Mission, 

and 96 families learning hands-on CPR.  This knowledge is 

now able to save hundreds of lives.  On March 12th, 

students who raised over $100 will participate in a pizza 

party with Mr. Heiser and Mr. Decker.  Then, on March 

26th, Miss Julie from the American Heart Association will 

be recognizing our school as the top fundraising school in the 

state of South Dakota.  Also, we will have the pie-throwing 

event with Mr. Heiser, Mr. Decker and special guests.  Oh! 

We're not done.  Mr. Heiser will be spending a night up on 

the school's roof in April and at the end-of-the year picnic, 

Mr. Heiser, Mr. Decker and Dr. Danielsen, the 

Superintendent of Schools, will be participants in the DUNK 

TANK. 

We are proud of our students!!! 

Read Across America Week 

We are thankful to the Jefferson PTO for their support of 

supplying books for daily classroom winners and Dr. Seuss 

dollars to our top three classroom place winners.  The 

winners get to choose what they wish to do as a class with 

the money.  1st= $100, 2nd= $60, 3rd= $40.  It was a fun 

week of themed days and celebrating the birthday of Dr. 

Seuss!!! 

       

Remember 
to wear your 
hat, mittens, 

coat, boots, and 
snow pants every 
day.  Don’t forget 

to bring your 
tennis shoes for 

physical 
education 

class.
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(Feb. 26- Mar. 8) 
Talking with Others (Having a Conversation) 
      1.  Look at the person 
      2.  Use a clear, pleasant voice 
      3.  Listen to what the other person says 
      4.  When there is a break in the conversation, ask a 
question or share your thoughts 

(Mar. 11- Mar. 22) 
Giving Compliments 
      1.  Look at the person 
      2.  Smile 
      3.  Speak clearly and enthusiastically 
      4.  Tell the person exactly what you like 
     
(Mar. 25- Apr. 5) 
Accepting Compliments 
      1.  Look at the person 
      2.  Use a pleasant voice 
      3.  Say “Thank you”

(continued from page 1) 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Each month we continue to reward the grade level classroom that has the highest attendance % 

with the JJ.  The classroom with the highest attendance % in K-2, 3-4 is rewarded with a donut 

party.  The South Dakota Department of Education continues to stress the importance of 

attendance matters.  The Watertown School District was fortunate to obtain a grant from the 

SDDOE, in which, we have hired three Family Support Specialists.  These individuals will work 

with families to ensure better attendance.  Chronic absenteeism is considered to be an 

attendance percentage below 90%, this is approximately 18 days.  Research has shown that 

being on time and attending school regularly indicates a habit that will carry over as an adult in 

the work force.  Please remember to CALL the school (882-6390) if your child is going to miss 

school. 

Sincerely, 

John J. Decker 

john.decker@k12.sd.us

mailto:john.decker@k12.sd.us
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SCHOLASTIC Book of the Nonth: The Smart 
Cookie by Jory John and Pete Oswald 
This cookie has never felt like a smart cookie no matter 
how hard she tries, especially in comparison to all the 
clever cupcakes and brilliant rolls in the bakery. Will a dash 
of creativity and a sprinkle of confidence be enough to 
help her learn that perfect scores and having all the 
answers aren"t the only ingredients for intelligence? 

CHARACTER TRAIT of the Month- CARING 

Caring people love, help, give, and are kind. They are caretakers 
of people, pets, plants, possessions, and the planet. Caring 
people show their concerns for others in active ways. 

• Be kind. 
• Be compassionate and show you care. 
• Express gratitude. 
• Forgive others. 
• Help people in need. 
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JEFFERSON SCHOOL NEWS
A monthly school newsletter, “Jefferson Journal” is sent home at the beginning of each month. This 
newsletter includes a calendar, lunch menu, recent school news, upcoming events and other school related 
information. Other news related items are sent as needed to highlight Jefferson activities. The newsletter is 
accessible on our web site.

LOST AND FOUND
All items that are found in school will be placed on the lost and found table located in the front entry.  
Unclaimed items will be given to a charitable organization two weeks after the official end of the school 
year.

LIBRARY/GUIDED READING BOOKS
Curriculum and library books are issued to students to practice their reading at home throughout the school 
year.  Students who lose or damage GR books or library books will be charged replacement costs.  Parents 
are responsible for the replacement cost payment.  Failure to pay could result in future books not being sent 
home until the book is returned or replaced.

MAKE-UP WORK
When a student has been absent from school, it is likely that there will be some work to be done at home or 
after school.  Although the school is willing to cooperate with parents in these cases, it should be 
understood that each teacher cannot duplicate all missed assignments (ex: lectures, field trips, 
experiments).  It is asked that parents make requests for missed work prior to 9:00 AM to give the teacher 
time throughout the course of their day to prepare the missed work.  Requests for homework will be 
delivered to the office by 3:00.  Advance notice of a student absence is greatly appreciated.

MEALTIME ACCOUNTS
Lunch and/or breakfast money can be paid in the office.  This will be applied to the student’s account.  A 
notice will be sent home when the account is down to one and two meals.  A phone call or email from 
school personnel will also be made as a courtesy reminder.  The regular lunch for students is $2.80 and the 
price for an adult is $5.10.  Breakfast prices are $1.80 for students and $2.95 for adults.  The price for an 
additional milk is $.40.
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Parent Resource Sites:

ParentGuidance.org

https://www.pbs.org/parents

Resource for Families with 
Disabilities
www.sdparent.org

https://ourdakotadreams.com/
elementary-middle-school/
online-tutoring/

https://sdsfec.org/

http://www.sdparent.org/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/elementary-middle-school/online-tutoring/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/elementary-middle-school/online-tutoring/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/elementary-middle-school/online-tutoring/
http://parentguidance.org/
https://sdsfec.org/
https://www.pbs.org/parents
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