
 

Special Points of Interest:

☺ Jan. 2nd - School Resumes

☺ Jan. 3rd - PTO meeting @ 
noon @ Jefferson

☺ Jan. 15th -Martin Luther 
King Jr Day- No School

☺ Jan. 18th - Report cards 
finalized. Check Parent Portal

☺ Jan. 19th -in service: 12:20 
Dismissal 


Jefferson Journal
January 2024                  Principally Speaking

Dear families,
 
Thank you for everything you’ve done and continue to do to support 
Jefferson Elementary. You are one very important reason that our 
hearts are filled with gratitude during this wonderful time of year!
 
The holidays remind us to make moments that matter and enjoy every 
little thing – every smile, every laugh, every heartbeat. It’s also 
important that we know what an emergency heart event looks like and 
be ready to help someone in need.
 
About 70% of cardiac arrests happen in homes and many – far 
too many – family members are not prepared for a cardiac 
emergency. That is why our school is supporting the Kids Heart 
Challenge.  It’s a service-learning program that raises awareness and 
funds for the mission of the American Heart Association, while 
teaching our families how to save a life.

On January 23rd, 2024, students at Jefferson Elementary will 
assemble to hear about Finn's story and how we can help raise funds 
to help in bringing awareness to the importance of learning CPR.

Please take a few minutes to register your student(s) for the Kids 
Heart Challenge under our school and learn the lifesaving skill of 
Hands-Only CPR as a family over break at www.heart.org/
schools. Students that complete Finn’s Mission will earn an 
entry for two tickets to Super Bowl LIX in 2025 and our school 
will be eligible for a $10,000 fitness equipment makeover for 
every 18 students who complete Finn’s Mission.
 
This is a moment that matters.
Gratefully,
Mr. Decker
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Remember 
to wear your 
hat, mittens, 

coat, boots, and 
snow pants 

every day.  Don’t 
forget to bring 

your tennis 
shoes for 
physical 

education 
class.

http://www.heart.org/schools
http://www.heart.org/schools
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(Jan 8- Jan 18)	 	 	 	 	 

Giving Criticism 

1.  Look at the person

2.  Stay calm

3.  Say something positive or “I 
understand”

4.  Describe exactly why you are 
criticizing

5.  Tell why this is a problem

6.  Listen to the person. Be polite. 

(Jan. 22- Feb. 2)

Listening 

1.  Look at the person who is talking 
and remain quiet

2.  Wait until the person is through 
talking before you speak

3.  Show that you heard them by 
nodding your head, saying “Okay”



SCHOLASTIC Book of the Month- NO Talking by 
Andrew Clements
It's boys versus girls when competitive fifth graders see who can go 
longer without talking. “Feel-good story”-Kirkus, starred review
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CHARACTER TRAIT of the MONTH- RESPONSIBILITY


“You can count on me!” We’ve all said it – and we meant it at the time. But have we

always carried through?

Responsibility means:

-Doing what you are supposed to do

-Persevering; keep on trying

-Doing your best

-Using self-control

-Being self-disciplined

-Thinking before you act and considering the consequences


As you can see from the list of traits, responsibility is an important aspect of 
character.

Help your child understand that being responsible means choosing his words and

actions carefully. It also means he is responsible for his actions and must take

responsibility for the consequences of his choices.




GRADING SCALE Kindergarten - 4th grade: 3 Proficient 2 Approaching Proficient 1 Below Proficient Blank=Not 
Assessed at this time 


IMMUNIZATIONS: ALL students entering school for the first time are required to have proof of immunization. Failure 
to do so will result in the student being excluded from school. If you are in the process, you will have 30 days from the 
start of school to complete this process. 


INCLEMENT WEATHER CLOSINGS: It is the right and responsibility of parents to decide if a student should attend 
school under abnormal conditions. In bad weather, parents may pick up their child from school at any time during the 
day. In the early morning hours during inclement weather, radio stations will begin carrying announcements before 
7:00am that school will be closed and buses will not operate. Worsening weather conditions may force the early 
closing of schools. If this should happen, radio stations will carry this information. On such a day, our phone lines 
become jammed. DO NOT plan for your child to contact you by phone. Be prepared in advance. “Operation Blizzard” 
(a plan for rural bus students to stay with friends in the city) will be announced on radio if necessary. 


INTERNET: The Watertown Public School District 14-4 provides internet services for all of its students. This service 
helps prepare students for their future. The Internet provides a unique opportunity for students to begin to explore the 
incredible wealth of information that will continue to enhance their learning. This educational opportunity also requires 
some responsibility by the students. Although we cannot control how members of the Internet community use their 
computers, we can and do monitor what students do on the school’s computers. Having Internet access is a privilege, 
not a right, so students are expected to follow these guidelines when using the Internet at school: 1. Be under direct 
supervision and observation of a school staff member. 2. Use the Internet for education purposes only. 3. Report to 
the teacher immediately any sites/emails that make them feel uncomfortable 4. Behave in the online world the same 
as they are expected in the classroom. 


JAG BRAG-CAUGHT BEING GOOD: Students who show exceptional behavior could receive a JAG BRAG from any 
staff member. Once a week a name will be drawn and a prize will be awarded. A student may receive more than one 
JAG BRAG throughout the year. 


JAG OF THE WEEK: Each child will be chosen by grade levels to be showcased as the Jag of the Week. They will 
be identified on the Friday prior to their recognized week. They will bring home an information sheet and asked to 
bring it and anything they wish to place in the showcase next to their name. Grades 1-4 will have the opportunity to 
eat lunch with the principal. During lunch we discuss attributes of good character and our STAR pledge. 


“This day has been given to me fresh and new. 

I can learn from it or throw it away. 


Today, I will do my BEST in thought, words, and actions. 

Today, I will be a STAR. 


I WILL Stop, Think, and Act Responsibly.”
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Parent Resource Sites:

ParentGuidance.org

https://www.pbs.org/parents

https://ourdakotadreams.com/
elementary-middle-school/
online-tutoring/

https://sdsfec.org/

Give Kids a Smile 2024
Watertown area dentists are hosting Give Kids a Smile on 
February 2nd, 2024 for children ages 0-18 in Codington 

and Hamlin. This event focuses on families who lack dental 
insurance, Medicaid, or the finances to receive dental care. 

If you are interested in signing up for this event or have 
questions, please contact Kay at Lake Area Pediatric 

Dentistry (605)753-5437.

Deadline for sign-up is:  January 25th, 2024

https://sdsfec.org/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/elementary-middle-school/online-tutoring/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/elementary-middle-school/online-tutoring/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/elementary-middle-school/online-tutoring/
https://www.pbs.org/parents
http://parentguidance.org/
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Love is in the air: teaching kids through love languages

Love is a small word that can mean many things to different 
people. What love looks like for one family may be completely 
different from another family. How a parent shows love to one 
child can be very different from how they show it to their other 
children. To understand what love means to your family, you can 
think about what each person’s love language is. A love language is 
simply how we prefer to receive love.

There are five love languages: words of affirmation, acts of 
service, receiving gifts, quality time, and physical touch. First, words of affirmation are simply 
saying supportive things. For instance, encouraging your child that fell off his bike: “I know that 
learning to ride a bike is hard, but you can do it.” If your child’s love language is acts of service, 
which refers to doing something helpful, you can actively teach your child how to ride a bike and 
running next to them as they peddle down the street can be a sign of love. Many children and people 
see love as receiving gifts. Giving your child a gift for learning how to ride his bike, like a new 
nametag for the bike. The love language that builds children’s brains is quality time, which refers to 
spending time together and is usually in combination with other love languages such as words of 
affirmation. Doing an activity that you both enjoy or just relaxing together are quality times. Finally, 
physical touch has been shown to activate calming chemicals in the brain, which can reduce stress 
and improve mood. Giving your child a hug or a high five can show love in a way that can be felt 
physically.

In showing love to children and other family members, we must understand and respect the other 
person’s love language and remember that sometimes people have more than one love language. 
Some children prefer physical touch and quality time, while others may prefer words of affirmation. 
Pay attention to what your child’s love language is in order to show love daily that is meaningful for 
them. Wishing you and your family a life of love.

Monet Somerville, MS
Parent Educator

Monet received her Bachelor’s of Arts in Psychology from North Carolina Wesleyan College. She then went on to 
receive her Master’s in Science in Psychology with a Concentration in Child and Adolescent Development from 
Capella University. She is currently pursuing her PhD in Developmental Psychology with a Concentration in Child 
and Adolescent Development. Monet is also a licensed Trust Based Relational Intervention Practitioner.
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