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Aiǽ, Aspirǃ, 
Achievǃ



Our Expanded 
Enrichment 
Prograǽ



HellȆ! 

Adina Hope

hopea@njrps.org

Teacher for 20 years

Certified in elementary education, 
educational technology, supervisor and 
Gifted & Talented Education.



ProgramminǗ

● National Standards for Gifted and Talented Education

● National Association for Gifted Children and                    
NJ State Department of Education

● Includes differentiation, learning centers, flexible 
grouping, independent studies, compacting, 

competitions, expert connections, enrichment, etc.



I can aiǽ. I can aspirǃ. I will achievǃ…

K-3
Peter Cooper and   

Robert Erskine

4-5
E.G. Hewitt

Two components 
of the program

Aiǽ Aspirǃ

Pusǝ-in & Pull-out
6-8

Martin J. Ryerson

Achievǃ

…EnhancinǗ thǃ student experiencǃ



       WEBSITE                       NEWSLETTER

● .

https://sites.google.com/njrps.org/ringwood-school-district-enric
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFvkiBMnWE/x_oOJEMeFn80WVNFIRfbpQ/view?utm_content=DAFvkiBMnWE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink#1


Aiǽ
Grades K-1 Weekly Pusǝ-in Services 

● Scheduled push-in enrichment work with each teacher
● First Grade in the Fall/Winter
● Kindergarten Winter/Spring
● Twelve session program
● Literature based
● STEAM and Literature activities
● Themes include growth mindset, character development, and 

citizenship



Aiǽ
Grades K-1 Weekly Pusǝ-in Topics

How is bravery a character trait that helps us learn new things?
How have I been brave in the past and how will this help me in the future?

What is a growth mindset? 
How do my emotions, thoughts and feelings affect my growth mindset?
How can I act in a way that helps me accomplish my goals? 

What is determination and resilience?
How can I use my talents in a creative way?
How can I pursue my passions?

What does a positive classroom culture look like?
How can we use teamwork to solve a problem?
What are the ways I can overcome challenges? 



Aiǽ
Grades 2-3 Weekly Enrichment 

● Scheduled programs with each of the special area teachers once per week 

● Designed to meet the student's interests and abilities that go beyond the typical 

special area curriculum

World Cultures 
and Global 
Education

During World Cultures Enrichment, students 
are introduced to other countries, cultures, 
and languages during enrichment time 
together.

Technology/
STEM

During Technology Enrichment, students 
dive deeper into the schools’  Makers 
Space.pace.



Aiǽ
Grades 2-3 Weekly Enrichment Prograǽ 

Music During Music enrichment, students experience 
the art of music through performance-based 
learning.

Art During Art enrichment, students engage in 
creativity and experimentation through 
age-appropriate projects, cultural themes, and 
skills.

Library During Library enrichment, students will be virtually 
visiting various countries on each of the seven 
continents using research, reading, and notetaking skills. 



Aiǽ
Weekly Pull-out Services

● Small group based on identified G&T student’s abilities
● Grades two and three
● Math, Reading, general/creativity
● Meets once a week
● Student preferred learning style activities
● Talent and interest student driven
● Full year program



Aiǽ
Weekly GT Pull-out Prograǽ

September: Everyone Can Learn!
October: My Brain is Like a Muscle That Grows
November: I Am a Valued Member of This Learning Community
December: We Love a Challenge
January: Feedback is a Gift-Accept It
February: A Goal without a Plan Is Just a Wish
March: Mistakes Are Opportunities for Learning
April: There’s a DIfference Between Not Knowing and Not Knowing Yet
May: I Got This!
June: I Can’t Take Care of Others If I don’t Take Care of Myself 



Aiǽ
Weekly Matǝ/ELA Pull-out Prograǽ

● Based on the Star Instructional Planning Student Report
● Students are ready for the advanced math skill beyond the 

classroom curriculum for that particular skill
● Teacher works with students to teach them something new so 

that they can go back into the classroom and have 
differentiated activities.

● Topics may include fractions, geometry, algebraic thinking 
measurement and data, text complexity, foundational skills and 
more. 



HellȆ! I’ǽ...

Christina Ribitzki

ribitzkic@njrps.org

Teacher for 10 years

Certified in elementary education, middle 
school science, special education, 
supervisor, STEM, and Gifted & Talented 
Education



Aspirǃ and Achievǃ
Daily Classrooǽ Pusǝ-in Services

● Collaborate with each teacher for the core subjects

○  assist with differentiating instruction for higher-level 
students

○ work with small groups on class activities

○ design lessons, projects, and assessments that promote the 
development of skills and expand the content



Aspirǃ and Achievǃ
Weekly Pull-out Services

● Groups in each grade for identified G&T students
● Meet once per week
● Follows developed programming that consists of:

○ Real world learning opportunities
○ Local and Regional competitions
○ Discussions with community experts
○ Integration of language arts, science, engineering, technology, 

math, art, social studies standards, and 21st century skills



G&T Prograǽ: Monthly Thematic Units

● September: Metacognition

● October/November: Innovation

● December: The Law, Mock Trial, 

and civics

● January: Logic

● February: Our Place in the World 

(Geography & Global Connectivity)

● March/April: Life as We Know It 

(Science)

● May: Problem Solving

● June: Social-Emotional Learning



G&T Prograǽ: 4tǝ Gradǃ

● Who Am I? Thinking About Oneself

● Stop Motion Project

● Think Law Activities

● I Spy Design

● History of Ringwood (and today)

● Biomimicry

● Emotional Intelligence (self-awareness and management)



G&T Prograǽ: 5tǝ Gradǃ

● What is Giftedness? What does it mean to be gifted?

● Rube Goldberg Device

● Debate

● Stock Market Game

● NJ State History

● Community Problem Solving

● Daily Habits for Successful Living (Responsible Decision Making)



G&T Prograǽ: 6tǝ Gradǃ
● A Model of Giftedness: My Gifted Inspiration

● Game Design

● Veterans Project/Personal Hero Interview

● Occam’s Razor and Escape Rooms

● National Parks Tour

● Future Creatures

● Global Issues Problem Solving

● The Art of Bouncing Back: resiliency, social awareness, 

relationships, and responsible decision making



G&T Prograǽ: 7tǝ Gradǃ
● Metacognition: Thinking about thinking and developing thinking 

skills

● Innovative Restaurant Design

● Mock Trial

● Country Development

● Speculative Biology

● Future Problem Solving

● Cultivating your talents and passions (self awareness and 

management)



G&T Prograǽ: 8tǝ Gradǃ

● Development of the Adolescent Brain

● Shark Tank Invention

● Geopolitics

● Logical Reasoning

● Biomedical Engineering

● Passion Project



G&T Identification Process

● Multiple measures and 

rigorous selection 

● CogAT

○ Screener in 1st grade

○ Full assessment in 3rd 

grade

○ Local norms

● Star & NJSLA

● Parent rating scales

● Renzulli rating scale (teacher form)

● Student work portfolio



Thanǳ yoȺ!
Grades K-3:
hopea@njrps.org

Grades 4-8:
ribitzkic@njrps.org

mailto:hopea@njrps.org
mailto:ribitzkic@njrps.org

