CHAPTER 5

Immunization, Health, Eye and Dental Examinations 5.10

Required Health Examinations and Immunizations

All students are required to present appropriate proof of a health examination and the immunizations
against, and screenings for, preventable communicable diseases within one year prior to:

1. Entering kindergarten or the first grade;
2. Entering the sixth grade; and
3. Enrolling in an lllinois school for the first time, regardless of the student’s grade.

Proof of immunization against meningococcal disease is required for students in grade 6. A diabetes
screening must be included as part of the health exam (though diabetes testing is not required).
Students between the age of one and seven must provide a statement from a physician assuring that
the student was tested for lead poisoning.

Failure to comply with the above requirements by October 15 of the current school year will result in
the student’s exclusion from school until the required health forms are presented to the school, subject
to certain exceptions. New students who register mid-term have 30 days following registration to
comply with the health examination and immunization requirements. If a medical reason prevents a
student from receiving a required immunization by October 15, the student must present, by October
15, an immunization schedule and a statement of the medical reasons causing the delay. The
schedule and statement of medical reasons must be signed by an appropriate medical professional.

Eye Examination

All students entering kindergarten or the school for the first fime must present proof by October 15 of
the current school year of an eye examination performed within one year. Failure to present proof by
October 15, allows the school to hold the student’s report card until the student presents: (1) proof of
a completed eye examination, or (2) that an eye examination will take place within 60 days after
October 15.

Dental Examination

All students entering kindergarten, second and sixth grades must present proof by May 15 of the current
school year of having been examined by a licensed dentist within the last 18 months. Failure to present
proof allows the school to hold the child’'s report card until the student presents: (1) proof of a
completed dental examination, or (2) that a dental examination will take place within 60 days after
May T15.

Exemptions
A student will be exempted from the above requirements for:

1. Medical grounds if the student’s parent/guardian presents to the building principal a signed
statement explaining the objection;
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2. Religious grounds if the student's parent/guardian presents to the building principal a
completed Certificate of Religious Exemption;

3. Health examination or immunization requirements on medical grounds if a physician provides
written verification;

4. Eye examination requirement if the student’s parent/guardian shows an undue burden or lack
or access to a physician licensed to practice medicine in all of its branches who provides eye
examinations or a licensed optometrist; or

5. Dental examination requirement if the student’s parent/guardian shows an undue burden or a
lack of access to a dentist.

Student Medication 5.20

Taking medication during school hours or during school-related activities is prohibited unless it is
necessary for a student’s health and well-being. When a student’s licensed health care provider and
parent/guardian believe that it is necessary for the student to take a medication during school hours
or school-related activities, the parent/guardian must request that the school dispense the medication
to the child by completing a “School Medication Authorization Form.”

No school or district employee is allowed to administer to any student, or supervise a student’s self-
administration of, any prescription or non-prescription medication untila completed and signed School
Medication Authorization Form is submitted by the student’s parent/guardian and signed by the
student’s physician. No student is allowed to possess or consume any prescription or non-prescription
medication on school grounds or at a school-related function other than as provided for in this
procedure.

Self-Administration of Medication

A student may possess an epinephrine auto-injector (EpiPen®) and/or an asthma inhaler prescribed
for use at the student’'s discretion, provided the student's parent/guardian and physician has
completed and signed a School Medication Authorization Form. The school and district shall incur no
liability, except for willful and wanton conduct, as a result of any injury arising from a student’s self-
administration of medication or epinephrine auto-injector or the storage of any medication by school
personnel. A student’s parent/guardian must agree to indemnify and hold harmless the school district
and its employees and agents, against any claims, except a claim based on willful and wanton
conduct, arising out of a student’s self-administration of an epinephrine auto-injector and/or asthma
inhaler, or the storage of any medication by school personnel.

Safety Drill Procedures and Conduct 5.40

There will be a minimum of three (3) evacuation drills, a minimum of one (1) severe weather (shelter-in-
place) drill, a minimum of one (1) law enforcement drill, and a minimum of one (1) bus evacuation drill
each school year. There may be other drills at the direction of the administration. Drills will not be
preceded by a warning to the students.

Communicable Diseases 5.50

The school will observe recommendations of the llinois Department of Public Health regarding
communicable diseases.
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1. Parents are required to notify the school nurse if they suspect their child has a communicable
disease.

2. In certain cases, students with a communicable disease may be excluded from school or sent
home from school following notification of the parent or guardian.

3. Asstudent excluded because of a communicable disease will be permitted to return to school
only when the parent or guardian brings to the school a letter from the student's doctor
stating that the student is no longer contagious or at risk of spreading the communicable
disease.

Head Lice 5.60

The school will observe the recommendations of the lllinois Department of Public Health regarding lice:

1. Parent of student with live lice will be contacted. Students in PreK and
Kindergarten will be sent home immediately. In grades 1-8,
parent/student will determine if student stays until end of day or is picked
up immediately.

2. Student returns to school with evidence of freatment.

Note: Instances of chronic live lice will be evaluated by school nurse for determination of school
exclusion.

Open Stock Narcan and EpiPens and Quick Relief Asthma Medication

In accordance with recommendations from the lllinois Department of Public Health, the district will
carry open stock Narcan and EpiPens.

Narcan will be administered to any student who is displaying characteristics of an opioid overdose.

Open stock Epipens will be utilized in the event a student without a designated Epipen displays
symptoms of anaphylaxis.

In both cases, the student administered the open stock medication will be taken immediately by
ambulance to the local hospital and parents will be contacted.

Stock quick relief asthma medication will be utilized in the event a student without a designated
quick relief asthma medication displays symptoms respiratory distress.

Any student administered the Narcan or Epipen open stock medication will be taken immediately by
ambulance to the local hospital and parents will be contacted.

Any student without a documented asthma action plan in their health file, administered the open

stock quick relief asthma medication will be taken immediately by ambulance to the local hospital
and parents will be contacted.
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