
Blake Middle School
Term 1 Update for Families

Grade 6
10/16-10/20

Dear Families,
During this week we take time as a community to provide you with an
update with regard to areas of curricular focus and student work. You may
have also received an email from your child’s teacher if there are specific
areas of concern with regard to progress towards meeting the standards
under consideration this term. Please know that you may reach out to
teachers or your child's counselor at any time if you have questions or
concerns about their progress. We hope that the information provided in
this document will help foster conversations at home.

Subject Term 1 Update
Priority Standards, Learning Skills, Student Work

Art Grade 6: Still Life - students are collecting items from home to
assemble a personal still life to draw from observation using
drawing techniques such as hatching, cross-hatching and
stippling.
(STUDIO HABIT - Observation)
(Priority Standard - Creating, Connecting)

English Term one in ELA is filled with a smorgasbord of skills across
reading, writing and language. Right now, we are working with the
elements of fiction, figurative language, vocabulary study
strategies and reading comprehension practices while diving into
our first text, Harris and Me, by Gary Paulsen.

French In French class, we’ve been learning how to introduce yourself,
the alphabet, numbers, days of the week, months of the year and
seasons. We are now focusing on how to tell the time in French.
We've also covered some cultural differences in time and date



settings.

Mandarin In our Mandarin language class, we've been focusing on learning
numbers and how to express the current date. For the culture
highlights, we explored the Mooncake Festival.

Math We have successfully completed our first unit, which focused on
building number sense and fluency. We revisited and extended
our students’ understanding of patterns, use of exponents, and
Order of Operations. We also taught the new content of prime
factorization and its application to solve for GCF and LCM.
In our next unit, we will master all operations with decimals,
including the standard algorithm for division.

Science Grade 6 science began our year building a foundation of
understanding safety in the science classroom and what it means
to be a scientist. Once a foundation was established, students
explored units exploring measurement, matter, mass, weight, &
gravity. We have been working on all 4 of the Science and
Engineering Practices:

● SE-1 Skills of Investigation
○ Example: asking questions & carrying out an

experiment
● SE-2 Skills of Analytical Thinking

○ Example: computational thinking
● SE-3 Skills of Evaluating and Communicating

○ Example: explaining our thinking
● SE-4 Skills of Scientific Literacy

○ Example: understanding the science content
We look forward to applying our scientific skills to units on volume
& density next!

Social Studies Grade Six Social Studies started the school year with the
identification and exploration of several social sciences including
the the roles that historians and archaeologists play in our
understanding of the world around us. Currently, students are
investigating our human origin story. They are uncovering various
clues that were left behind as our species left Africa some



200,000 years ago. Finally, students explored the steps that
humankind took toward establishing civilizations which includes a
journey through the Paloelithic and Neolithic Ages.

Spanish In 6th grade Spanish, we are reading the 2nd story of the year
that introduces students to some great words for autumn. We
have also celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month with lots of music.

Wellness
Grades 6 & 7 completed introductory units in Track & Field. 6th
graders learned how to hurdle and sprint the 50 yard dash.
Traveling down to the HS track was a great way to start the year
and enjoy the Fall weather.

Next up! As we enter Unit 2 and acclimate to the cooler temps -
we continue to utilize our outdoor spaces. Grade 6 students will
be navigating our 9 hole disc golf course and also learn the game
of Futsal! Futsal is a version of indoor soccer which uses a slightly
weighted ball to encourage dribbling and ball control.


