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In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the United States Department of Education released
three grants for which local education agencies can apply. These grants, known as ESSER I,
ESSER II, and ESSER III, were authorized by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act (CARES Act); the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations
Act (CRRSA); and the American Rescue Plan (ARP).

In March 2021, the American Rescue Plan (ARP) was signed into law. ARP dedicated $122
billion to the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund. This grant is
known as ESSER III. The intent and purpose of ESSER III is to help safely reopen and sustain
the safe operation of schools and address the impact of the coronavirus on students.

This document will detail the planned expenditures of the American Rescue Plan (ARP)
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief III (ESSER III) grant funds allocated to
Washington District 50 Schools. Our district’s total ARP & ESSER III allocation is $1,357,381
dollars, of which at least 20% ($271,477) must be spent to address the impact of lost
instructional time through the implementation of evidence-based interventions. In addition, the
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) allocated to our district $157,067 in pre-identified
set-asides, as state-level reservations that must be spent for (1) Learning Loss ($112,191), (2)
Summer Enrichment ($22,438) and (3) After-School Programs ($22,438). The total amount
available through ARP ESSER and ISBE State-level reservations equals $1,514,448 in
supplemental funding for our school district.

ESSER III Funds Breakdown

$1,357,381 ESSER III Allocation (20% - $271,477 - must be used to address learning loss)
$112,191 State-level reservation for learning loss
$22,438 State-level reservation for summer enrichment
$22,438 State-level reservation for after school programming
$1,514,448 Total Allocation for ARP ESSER and ISBE State-level reservations

ESSER III Plan

The district will focus its efforts on ensuring that teachers and students have the resources they
need to address any adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. To identify use of the funds,
the District utilized information from a variety of stakeholders, including the Strategic Planning
Team, which is composed of teachers, students, parents, community members, administrators
and board of education members. Additionally, feedback from the Board of Education and
community members will be sought via public comment. Priorities were set and they include:

1. prioritizing the health and safety of students and staff;
2. building school communities and supporting students’ social, emotional, and mental

health; and
3. advancing academic achievement and growth for students.
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These district priorities satisfy the requirements needed to access funding from the American
Rescue Plan/Elementary and Secondary School Education Relief (ESSER) Fund.

1. Prioritizing the health and safety of students and staff. The estimated cost to fund these
priorities is - $542,524; amended estimated cost is - $615,942.

a. Install automatic on/off lights throughout both buildings - $260,000 $174,891
b. Asbestos Abatement in Kindergarten classrooms, libraries, and library hallway at

JLH School - $97,000 $122,506
c. Replace worn flooring in libraries, classrooms and common spaces - $77,555

$83,627
d. Replace worn shelving and furniture in libraries, classrooms and common spaces

- $107,969 $33,089
e. Brivo CLOUD Access Control upgrade to replace hardwired access control

systems at John L. Hensey and Beverly Manor Schools - $26,516
f. Replace two existing roof top units with two new Trane 17.5 heating/cooling

rooftop units - $67,134
g. Replace existing walk-in cooler and freezer at Hensey School with new walk-in

cooler/freezer - $81,734
h. Install two (2) 30’ bulk heads in the band room at Beverly Manor School to frame

and hold a divider wall panel system - $8,295
i. Add a divider wall panel system to the Band Room at Beverly Manor School to

provide the flexibility to separate the space into two rooms as needed - $18,150

2. Building school communities and supporting students’ social, emotional and mental
health. The estimated cost to fund these priorities is - $163,802.

a. Salary and benefits for (1) FTE School Nurse (FY 23) - $46,979
b. Salary and benefits (1) FTE School Family Liaison (FY23) - $66,823
c. Contractual Counseling Services (FY23) - $25,000
d. Contractual Counseling Services (FY24) - $25,000

3. Advancing academic achievement and growth for students; and, addressing learning
loss. The estimated cost to fund these priorities is - $651,055 $577,637

a. Purchase Google Management Console for student chromebooks (FY22) -
$18,000

b. Replace 335 student chromebooks to address learning loss (FY 24) - $102,809
c. Purchase teacher laptops (FY22) - $42,560
d. Replace staff computers (teacher laptops, secretarial and custodial pc’s; plus

tech department devices, outlets and furniture) (FY 24) - $73,500
e. Replace WiFi infrastructure (controllers, switches, access points, and server

racks) - $111,682
f. Storage lockers for band and music - $90,000 $119,010
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g. Classroom furniture for Beverly Manor School to promote wellness by providing
standing height work surfaces and configurable work surfaces that can be pulled
apart or pushed together to create the optimal learning environment. Individual
work surfaces allow you to pull away in order to focus and practice skills or work
on blended learning activities. - (FY24) $20,701

h. Salaries and benefits for (4) Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) primary grades teachers
to address learning loss (Pre Kindergarten, Kindergarten, 1st Grade, and
Second Grade) for fiscal year (FY23) - $156,520

i. Salaries and benefits for (2) Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) primary grades teachers
to address learning loss (Pre Kindergarten and 1st Grade for fiscal year (FY24)
- $127,164.

4. The estimated cost for State-level reservations is $157,067.
a. Learning loss - Replace 365 student Chromebooks (FY24) - $112,191

Salaries and benefits for (2) Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) primary grades teachers
to address learning loss (Kindergarten and Second Grade) for fiscal year
(FY24) - $112,191.

b. Summer Enrichment (FY23 $8,408 & FY24 $14,030) - $22,438
c. After School Programming (FY23 $21,708 & FY24 $730) - $22,438


