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The NJDOE and New Jersey Department of Health will share additional information regarding State requirements or guidance for health
and safety protocols for the 2023-2024 school year as it becomes available.

1. Maintaining Health and Safety

For each mitigation strategy listed below (A–H), please describe how the LEA will maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and
other staff and the extent to which it has adopted policies, and a description of any such policies, on each of the following safety
recommendations established by the CDC.

A. Universal and correct wearing of masks

In line with the state’s removal of the mask mandate in schools effective March 7, 2022, the Mendham Borough School District will be mask

optional in all locations.

B. Physical distancing (e.g., including use of cohorts/podding

In consultation with our District Physician and Health Department Official regarding the recently released NJDOH guidance that

outlined their recommendation, we will continue to promote layered prevention strategies. Please be advised that students may

utilize lunch barriers and instrument covers if they choose. Our cleaning protocols, asking faculty and students to remain home if

sick and improved ventilation will continue as we promote the health and safety of our school community.



C. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette

Our District has prepared and maintained hand sanitizing stations with alcohol-based hand sanitizers (at least 60% alcohol). Stations are

located: (a) In each classroom (for staff and older children who can safely use hand sanitizer). (b) At entrances and exits of buildings. (c) Near

lunchrooms and toilets. (d) Children ages five and younger will be supervised when using hand sanitizer. (e) For classrooms that have existing

handwashing stations, stations will be prepared with soap, water, and alcohol-based hand sanitizers (at least 60% alcohol).

School officials developed a school-wide plan where students are required to wash hands for at least twenty seconds at regular intervals

during the school day and always before eating, after using the bathroom, and after blowing their nose, coughing, and/or sneezing. (a)

When washing with soap and water is not possible, washing with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol) should be used.

D. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation

School officials will continue to adhere to existing required facilities cleaning practices and procedures, and any new specific requirements of

the local health department as they arise. The Board’s Plan and Policy will establish cleaning/disinfecting schedules, targeted areas to be

cleaned, and methods and materials to be used including: (a) A schedule for increased routine cleaning and disinfection. (b) Routinely

cleaning and disinfecting surfaces and objects that are frequently touched.

Water-bottle filling stations replaced all water fountains prior to the 2020-2021 school year. The Mountain View Gymnasium has a newly

installed HVAC system.

The District will continue to utilize Merv-13 filters for their buildings and has updated their schedule for replacement of filters.



E. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the State, local, territorial, or Tribal health

departments

Our District’s plan for contact tracing, isolation and quarantine will reflect the current guidance in effect at the time and governed by the

Governor’s Executive Orders.

F. Diagnostic and screening testing

School officials will adhere to the current COVID-19 guidelines as per the New Jersey Department of Health and/or Center for Disease

Control.

G. Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible

The Mendham Borough School District will follow guidelines regarding vaccination for Staff, Faculty, and students that are in place through

Executive Order from the Governor, New Jersey Department of Health or Department of Education mandate once it is received.

H. Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to the health and safety policies

The Mendham Borough School District will continue to meet their obligations under the Federal Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) and

the New Jersey State special education regulations with students to the greatest extent possible. Student Individual Education Plans will be

consistent with school scheduling at both Hilltop Elementary and Mountain View Middle School. Additionally, related services will be

provided to students in-person by treating therapists. Reasonable accommodations should be provided for individuals that the Centers for

Disease Control identifies as having a higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19, including older adults (aged 65 years and older) and

individuals with disabilities or serious underlying medical conditions.



2. Ensuring Continuity of Services

A. Describe how the LEA will ensure continuity of services, including but not limited to services to address students’ academic needs
and students’ and staff’s social, emotional, mental health, and other needs, which may include student health and food services. (1000
character limit)

In addition to taking these steps to protect students’ and educators’ physical health, the Mendham Borough School District reiterated
and strengthened their commitment to the social and emotional well-being of our school community. This commitment was
reflected in the “soft re-opening” of our plan in the 2020-21 school year and the thoughtful implementation of additional
considerations. Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is critical in re-engaging students, supporting adults, rebuilding relationships, and
creating a foundation for academic learning. SEL has been a continuous focus in the Mendham Borough School District. In
re-engaging students we maintained the Character Education Committee and long-standing Advisory program, the Responsive
Classroom Approach, continued to incorporate activities that address SEL Competencies and Sub competencies and we maintained
our School Safety Teams. We continue to implement and expand upon our multitude of wellness initiatives through our Student and
Staff Wellness Committees.

3. Public Comment

A. Describe how the LEA sought public comment on its plan, and how it took those public comment into account in the development
of its plan. Note, the ARP requires that LEAs seek public comment for each 60-day revision to the plan. (1000 character limit)

Prior to the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, in an effort to cast a wide net for public input among all stakeholders the Safe Return
Plan was presented at two public meetings of the Board of Education. In addition, the plan was made available to the school community via
our District website and a letter from the Superintendent was sent to all members of the school community (families and faculty and staff)
informing them of the plan. The Mendham Borough School District opened its doors to all students on August 26, 2020 and successfully
concluded the school year on June 14, 2021. Our Road Back Plan guided our practice and proved to be effective in a strong reopening.
Changes to our plan will be dictated by guidance in effect.



B. Describe how the LEA ensured that the plan is in an understandable and uniform format; is to the extent practicable written in a
language that parents can understand or, if not practicable to provide written translations to a parent with limited English proficiency,
will be orally translated for such a parent; and upon request by a parent who is an individual with a disability as defined by the ADA,
will be provided in an alternative format accessible to that parent. (1000 character limit)

The Safe Return Plan will be posted on the Mendham Borough School District’s website. To ensure that everyone is able to easily navigate
the district website we utilize ADA compliant features. For those who lack fine motor skills our website functions with keyboard navigation
by allowing users to easily maneuver a website using the tab key. For viewers who have visual impairments our website has clear navigation
menus and image descriptions that work with screen readers.

Our website provides readable content with a design and layout where individuals with low vision or color blindness can read the text.

A responsive website it displays large text on any device. To assist those in the community who are English Language Learners our website
easily translates text content from English to Spanish utilizing the “Translate” icon located in the header of each webpage.

C. Briefly describe any guidance, professional learning and technical assistance opportunities the LEA will make available to their
schools.

Professional learning that will better equip leaders, staff, substitutes, students, and parents/caregivers to adapt to altered educational
environments and experiences will be prioritized. Critical focus areas include training to provide the necessary targeted instructional support
to all of our students, and expanding upon our educators' knowledge in meeting the social emotional, health, and academic needs of all
students. The Mendham Borough School District will maintain and update the technology initiatives, for coherence across the district.
Coordination with district leadership identified staff that would assist with device management and extended technology support.


