
~MURPHY MATTERS~
MTM SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Dear Murphy Families,
Murphy School had much to celebrate in January! Our Winter benchmark data boasted grade
level growth (in every grade K-4) for both Reading and Math. We continue to use our Move This
World program to support the social-emotional growth of all our students and have increased our
parent communication (through emails, notes home, phone calls, meeting invitations, newsletters
and Talking Points messages).
We are thrilled to jump into February with plans of action to continue making growth.
Additionally, we are continuing to cultivate ways to celebrate students and showcase their many
talents at Murphy. We have ongoing classroom awards presentations to celebrate Lexia and
Dreambox achievements. We acknowledge students regularly in the classroom and during
school-wide events 
We look forward to engaging parents as partners in this work and are excited for what the second
half of the school year will bring!
~Mrs. Jones

(Tue) Feb. 6 Early Dismissal (Parent-Teacher Conferences)
(Tue) Feb.13  (Evening Parent -Teacher Conferences)
(Wed) Feb. 14-Valentine’s Day (please DO NOT send in candy or food items)
(Fri) Feb. 16 Move This World School-wide assembly
(Mon) Feb.19 President’s Day No School

 (Tue) Feb. 20 Winter Break No School

FEBRUARY 2024  

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

UPCOMING DATES/EVENTS



Safety:  
~Arrival: Students should not be dropped of until 8:40am (no staff are available
until doors open at 8:40am). 
Our “Kiss and Go” policy is still in place (for morning drop offs) and students need to
exit the RIGHT SIDE ONLY of the car, for safety.

~Visitors: A friendly reminder that ALL VISITORS must first go to the office to be
scanned in and get a visitor’s pass).

~Security:  Both our A.M. security guard (Ms. Betty) and our P.M. security guard (Mr.
Mike) are here to ensure the building is safe both inside and out. When visiting the
building (especially during arrival/dismissal), you may see them patrolling the
building.
We appreciate all the work they do to maintain high standards of safety at Murphy!

Attendance: 
https://portal.ct.gov/betterwithyou  (new CT State Department of Ed resource for parents)

~Thank you parents and guardians!  With your help, we have decreased our
percentage of unexcused absences AND increased our percentage of students in
attendance. Keep up the great work ~ let‘s finish the year strong!!!

School Goal:  95% or higher for regular attendance and low #s of UNEXCUSED
Absences (below 20). We are also working to decrease the # of daily tardy students.

School News & Updates

Staff Updates:  
*Goodbye and Best Wishes- It will be a bittersweet time for Murphy school to
wish Deb Beckquist farewell as she prepares for retirement with her last day
being Feb 16. We plan to make her last moments at Murphy special ones and
wish her all the best in her future endeavors (and adventures).
*Hello and Goodbye: Grade 2 students in Mrs. Nilsson’s room are eagerly
awaiting the arrival of her new baby and preparing for her leave by welcoming
Mr. Benni, who will fill in as a long-term sub for the remainder of the school year
when Mrs. Nilsson takes her leave (and Mrs. Aforismo returns).





MORE News for You 

New legislation was approved changing the age at which children are eligible to begin Kindergarten. 
The legislation requires all students entering Kindergarten be five years of age on or before September 1st. 

It also includes a provision allowing parents to submit a written request for early enrollment if students do not
meet the new requirement (provided that the child will turn five by December 31). 

Branford Public Schools offers a full day Kindergarten experience at all three elementary schools for eligible 5 & 6
year-olds.

Registration opens Monday, February 5, 2024 and is ongoing.

Kindergarten Age Requirements: 
A child must be five years of age on or before September 1, 2024.

To request early entry to Kindergarten or a second year of PreK for students turning five years of age between
September 2, 2024 and December 31, 2024 

If your child is currently enrolled in a Branford Public Schools PreK program and is eligible to enroll in Kindergarten,
you DO NOT NEED to re-register your child. They are automatically rolled up to their next grade level.  

If you have questions regarding this process, please contact the BPS Registrar, Susan Wallace at:
swallace@branfordschools.org or (203) 315-6723.

Every eligible student registering for Kindergarten has a guaranteed space at the elementary school in your school
district.

Kindergarten school hours follow elementary school hours: 8:55am to 3:25pm.

Kindergarten students take the bus with their fellow elementary school students.

The State of CT requires all students entering PreK and Kindergarten to have a completed and updated physical
and immunization record within one year of the start of the first day of school. Please complete and submit pages 1,

2 & 4 of the Health Assessment Form (CT School Age).

Once Kindergarten students are assigned to a classroom, principals and/or teachers will communicate with
individual families about plans for orientation.

Specific questions regarding your child should be directed to the principal at your child’s elementary school.

mailto:swallace@branfordschools.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/School-Nursing/Forms/HAR3.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1706873590815411&usg=AOvVaw1jFO6-LjKWdx_JlXApjrk6


Valentine’s Day
We are happy to encourage our students to share and give during special times throughout the
year, however due to allergies and for student’s safety, please DO NOT SEND IN FOOD ITEMS

for V-Day celebrations. Non-food items (that DO NOT CONTAIN SMALL PARTS) are ok.

Stay Healthy
If students are not feeling well,, they are encouraged to stay home...but please be sure to alert the

Main Office . We do not want students to accumulate unexcused absences. 
Also, please update your contact info (with changes), so you can reached if your child is sick at school

and needs to go home. Thank you for your support!

Lost and Found
If missing coats or personal belongings, please have your child check the Lost and Found (in the

cafeteria), as there are many sad (but not lonely) sweatshirts and coats patiently waiting for their
owner to pick them up and take them home.

       Extra Set of Clothes
Please send a in a zip lock bag an extra set of clothes as mud puddles, and accidents happen.

Additionally, please be sure ALL students are properly dressed for the weather (as we do go out
for recess and outdoor activities (weather permitting).

From Chartwells
Starting February 5th, students with negative balances on accounts will NOT BE PERMITTED to

purchase snacks, a la carte items or second meals until the negative balance is paid in full. 
If you need assistance adding funds to your child’s account or checking their balance, please contact

Tara Heon, Chartwells Dining Services Administrative Assistant at Theon@branffordschools.org or
(203) 315-6741



Notes from the Health Office

Cold and Flu season is here. Please help to ensure that your student
gets proper nutrition and sleep to help keep their immune system
strong. If your student is sick, please keep them from school. You

can call the school nurse if you have questions.
(203) 315 3561

Murphy School Based Health Center

What is the SBHC? Medical and mental health services available for
enrolled students including physical exams, immunizations, sick child care

and counseling services

Who works in the SBHC? Staffed by licensed clinicians from Yale New
Haven Hospital

How much does it cost? There are no fees for SBHC services. Insurance will
be billed with no copays; if uninsured, there will be no fee

The SBHC does not replace your child’s regular provider. We value the
partnership with your child’s provider and strive to coordinate care and

follow up with them.

Follow this link for more SBHC information. Follow this link for the SBHC
enrollment form in English, or Spanish.

https://www.branfordschools.org/page/school-based-health-center
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/707/BPS/287060/Final_copy_SBHC_Permission_Form_9-11-2023.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/707/BPS/287060/Final_copy_SBHC_Permission_Form_9-11-2023.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/707/BPS/287060/Final_copy_SBHC_Permission_Form_9-11-2023.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/707/BPS/287060/Final_copy_SBHC_Permission_Form_9-11-2023.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/707/BPS/2687451/SBHC_permission_form_Spanish_9-11-2023.pdf


Murphy Students are S.O.A.R.ing!
(Safe Organized Aware Respectful)

~STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS~



Murphy Moments...
Building a Brain 

Fun with Fractions

Wonderful 
Writing


