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Back Row:  Maddox McAvaney, McKayla Binette, Lucas Land, Kaylei Davis, Lovina Seelhofer, Zeydi 
Ponce, Jayla Moss, Lily Hawkinson, Gabriela Ordaz, Alejandro Pena, Yaretzi Gutierrez, Melody Cortez, 
Kaisara Arambula, Gabriela Sagastume, Kolton Klug
Front Row:  Vivianna Ugarte, Adriana Ordaz

Hey Mammoths,

It’s competition season for plenty of people, including me. It’s been stressful but incredibly 
rewarding. Though iIt doesn't help that we’ve had unexpected school closures. It’s been a wild couple of 
months, but it seems as if everything has calmed down at this point. The Mammoth Tribune staff hopes 
that you can take your mind off everything for just a little while and relax as you read this issue. From 
Miku and Godzilla, to incarcerated firefighters, and video game addiction, The Mammoth Tribune staff has 
worked hard and diligently to bring you quality entertainment and news. 

Best wishes and happy Valentine’s Day,
Gabriela Ordaz, Co-Editor in Chief of The Mammoth Tribune
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Around Campus
By Lily Hawkinson

On Jan. 23, 28, and 30 our UNICEF and Jewelry, and Crochet club partnered together to 
do a Valentine’s Gram Fundraiser to help support UNICEF. This fundraiser included various 
sizes of crochet flowers, and jewelry sets that students could purchase to be distributed right 
before Valentine’s Day.

Another active organization on campus has been the Theater Costuming class. The 
class has been working diligently to prepare for their production of Hamlet later this semester. 
On Jan. 16, costuming members took a field trip to Joann Fabrics and Goodwill to find materials 
and inspiration to bring their costume ideas to life. One of the theater costuming members, 
Shiloh Wainaina (2027), commented that Hamlet will be an “alternative production without a 
specific time period.” She added that finding materials that are “more European than 
Americanized, Medieval over Modern” and deciding what fabrics “fit each character best” was a 
memorable experience for her.
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 With the surge in winds after the student’s return on Jan. 7, we 
have had a few days where school was cancelled. The Journalism staff 
wanted to highlight how WCA students spent their time on these random 
days off from school.

“I spent an entire day with my best friend Katie. We yapped, shopped, ate at In N Out, and 
watched 10 Things I Hate About You. Also we got matching pjs which are just so cute and fun. Anyway I 
love her and I am forever grateful for our friendship.” - Tagan Brown (2025)

“I like to take my telescope out and look at the night sky while there is little light pollution.” - Alex 
Strecker (2027)

“Hang out with my cute adorable awesome handsome cat named Jeremy.” - Abigail McClymont 
(2025)

“Draw!” - Ella Vervienne Mahutga (2028)

“When it wasn’t too windy I was practicing volleyball, but when the wind became too much, I got 
to enjoy a lot of music and when I had power, TV!” - Nathan Manriquez Palos (2026)

“Practice for mock trial! (grind never stops)” - Cody Moore (2025)

- Gabriela Ordaz (2025)

- Tagan Brown (2025)
- Ella Vervienne Mahutga (2028)

- Alex Strecker (2027)

- Abigail McClymont (2025)

- Eder Vides (2027)



           
By Gabriela Ordaz 

On Saturday, Feb. 1, the Western Center Academy Academic Decathlon team won the Riverside County competition 
for the third year in a row, securing their place in the state competition that will take place in Santa Clara during March. The 
team participated in the essay writing part of the competition on Thursday, Jan. 16, completed the objective tests on Saturday, 
Jan. 18, and speech and interviews on Feb. 1. The WCA team also won first place in the Super Quiz, a fast-paced gauntlet of all 
seven subjects. This year’s Academic Decathlon team consists of Maddox McAvaney (2026), David Pelazini (2025), Destiny 
Horn (2026), Gabriela Ordaz (2025), Mary Tian (2026), Kiro Moussa (2025), Xander Warner (2025), and Anastacia Ybarra 
(2026).

 It’s A 3-Peat!
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Valentine’s Day Treat
By Zeydi Ponce

Red velvet was first created by accident in the 
17th century while baking a cocoa cake, but it quickly 
became a staple in the baking world.  Since then, red 
velvet has become the “unofficial confection of 
Valentine's Day.” With Valentine’s Day just around the 
corner, giving your loved ones a sweet treat is a 
thoughtful thing to do, especially when it is handmade. 
Follow this recipe to make some delicious red velvet 
cookies. 

Ingredients:
1 ½ cups all-purpose flour
⅓ cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
½ cup butter, softened
¾ cup white sugar
1 egg
2 tablespoons milk
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla extract
1 tablespoon red food coloring 
½ tablespoons shortening oil
Pink ChocoMaker Cake Drip
Sprinkles

Instructions:

1. Strain flour, cocoa powder, baking soda, baking 
powder, and salt into a bowl and whisk 
together.

2. In another bowl, beat butter with an electric 
mixer until fluffy, about two minutes; beat in 
white sugar until smooth, about one minute. 
Beat egg, milk, and vanilla extract into butter 
mixture; beat in food coloring until uniformly 
colored.

3. Slowly add the flour mixture to the butter 
mixture and mix on low until they are 
combined.

4. Put plastic wrap over the bowl and refrigerate 
for one hour or overnight.

5. Preheat oven to 350 degrees, and spread butter 
on a baking pan.

6. Roll out the dough, cut out heart shapes, and 
place them on the pan spread out from each 
other.

7. Place the cookie pan in the oven and bake for 
seven minutes.

8. Take the cookies out of the oven and heat cake 
drip in the microwave for 30 seconds.

9. Spread drip on the cookies and place sprinkles 
on top, then let cool.

10. Enjoy!



Mammoths Spreading Love!
By Kaisara Arambula

             To Morgan Munell ( 2025) - Thanks so much for your awesomeness and being the most amazing friend ever! :) 
From Sadee Packham (2025)

To Kalae (2027) - Thank you Mr.Prince Of Peace From Peyton Her (2027)

 To Aaron Mercado (2025) - Aaron oh Aaron what a joy you are you are my GOAT (like lebron) From Ching Yeh 
(2026)

To Katherine Ruiz (2026) - I’m proud of you and am here for you From Malia Lopez (2026)

To Isaac Shumaker (2025) - Hii!!! Ur so cool and sweet like sugar (white sugar) <3 From Kimberly Flores Angel (2026)

To Noah Reynoso (2027) - love you dawg From Levi Valle (2026)

To Sadee Packham (2025) - SADEE! You and I have gotten so much closer this year and I can't thank you enough for being such a 
great friend. You are one of the silliest, kindest, and most sincere people I have ever met and you never fail to bring light to my day 
and a smile to my face. I love you Sadee and I am so grateful to have you in my life! From Emma Wright (2026)

To Khloe Watkins (2027) - You're so beautiful, sweet, loving, and one of the greatest people I've ever met. Have a great day! <3 From 
Dirce Herbert (2027)

To Matias Doval (2028) - I love you so much thank you for being the best these past almost 3 years! From Ali Ahumada (2028)

To Leah Molina (2028) - Hi Silly!! I love you so so so much!! You're so fun to hang out with! (Sometimes) (( JK!!)) Love you once again!! 
(also play Roblox with me) From Annabella Anderson (2028)

To Jess, Cassidy, and Camille (2027) - Hey gurlies! Thank you so much for being so AMAZING and so kind, I don't know what I’d do 
without yall. You all light up my day and I love spending time with you guys. I love you girls!!!! From Lilah Fogle (2027)

To Kendall Eastman (2028) - Peace and love <3 lol (ur literally the best >:3 ) From Vervienne Mahutga (2028)

To Bonnie Gonzalez (2028) - I love you SOOOO much! You are the sigmaest of them all! From Christina Shearer (2028)

To AJ Pena (2025)- HI AJ! Thank you for being in my life, I'm so grateful for you! :) From Sabrina Pareja (2025)

To Sabrina Pareja (2025) - Sabrina is super cool and awesome! I'm happy to have her in my life. :) From AJ Pena (2025)

To Sammi and Sarinya (2025) - Sammi, you're such a good friend and everyday I'm so grateful you're my closest friend! You're super 
funny, kind and you're always there for me, and I cannot express my gratitude enough to you. I've become a better person since 
meeting you :) Sarinya, you're one of the coolest and most intelligent people I've ever met. Everyday I'm your friend, it feels like I am 
in line to some VIP club and you are the super rich host. Your sense of style, confidence, and  the way you always make me laugh has 
influenced me positively, and I'm so grateful you're my friend. From Sofia Martinez (2025)

To Joaquin O. (2028) - You light up my life in a way no one else does. You mean the world to me and I will dedicate my life to making 
sure you get the love you deserve. From Ella Galiano (2028)

To Jade D. (2028) - you're so amazing  and beautiful and an amazing friend ily Jade. From Angelina 
Mikhail(2027)

To Cayleigh Epstein ( 2027) - hi ;) ily From Alyssa Arechiga (2027)

To Angelina M. (2027) - Mwah 😘  From Jade DeGroot (2028)
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WCA’s Favorite Rom Coms
By Gabriela Ordaz

As Valentine’s Day is coming just around the corner, it's time to cozy up and watch your 
favorite romantic comedies! Not sure what to watch? The Mammoth Tribune staff asked students what 
their favorite movies are.

10 Things I Hate About You

“Overall funny movie, almost every 
joke hits and the relationships between 
all the characters are genuinely 
interesting.” - Alexander Boring (2027)

“Heath Ledger.” - Alyssa Arechiga 
(2027)

La La Land

“I think this movie does almost everything right. Great acting, music, 
cinematography, and plot. It's an overall beautiful love story with a morbidly 
realistic ending” - Alejandro Peña (2025)

“I enjoy the color palette and the music.” - Cody Moore (2025)

(500) Days of Summer

“I really like this movie because it showed how deeply flawed love is and the 
complexities that come along with it. It is also a really entertaining movie.” -David 
Sagastume (2027)

“I really don't like the movie, summer sucks I can’t wait for fall…” - Matthew 
Gadsby (2025)
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How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days

“I like the music and thought the dynamic was 
cute.” - Kimberly Flores (2026)

“I love Matthew McConaughey so much.” - 
Abigail McClymont (2025)

“I like this movie because it is very funny at the 
same time as showing a story about 2 people 
that fell in love under the craziest of 
circumstances. This movie is also something 
you can watch many times and not get bored.” - 
Alina Ahumada (2028)

To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before

“It is a super cute RomCom about teens and it has a very interesting story line rather than 
being one-dimensional. It is a great comfort movie and a very well executed adaptation of 
a book into a movie. It has a great balance of comedy, romance, and drama making it a 
great modern RomCom movie.” - Emma Wright (2026)

The History of Valentine's Day
By Lovina Seelhofer

Valentine's Day is a well-known holiday, but its origins may surprise you. Today, it’s a celebration of romantic 
relationships, friendships, and admiration for others, but its history stretches back to the 3rd century.

The story begins with two men named Valentine, both executed on Feb. 14 under the orders of Roman Emperor 
Claudius. Country Living.com tells the legend that one of those doomed men, Saint Valentine of Terni, secretly performed 
marriage ceremonies for Roman soldiers forbidden to marry.

Initially, Feb. 14 was far from romantic. During ancient Roman festivals like Lupercalia, 
priests would run through the streets striking women with blood-soaked hides of sacrificed goats 
and dogs, believing it would bless women with fertility. By the late 5th century, Pope Gelasius 
sought to replace this pagan tradition with a Christian one. He established the Feast of St. 
Valentine, formally tying the date to the saint’s legacy.

Over time, the religious observance transformed into a celebration of love. By the Middle 
Ages, people exchanged love letters, flowers, and tokens of affection. Today, Valentine’s Day is 
celebrated not just by those in love but also by friends and family, making it a universal expression 
of love and appreciation.
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Keeping up with the Herd: 
Angelica Ayala

By Vivianna Ugarte

Angelica Ayala graduated from WCA in 2021 and participated in many clubs such as the Yearbook 
Committee, Journalism Club, Community Service Club, and Rock Band. Aside from her clubs, she also ran cross 
country and track for Tahquitz High School. After graduating from WCA, she followed her passion for the media 
industry and attended the University of California, Santa Barbara, where she majored in communications. Angelica 
graduated from UCSB in the summer of 2024. WCA’s The Mammoth Tribune was able to catch up with Angelica who 
shared some advice and insight from her education and her future plans.

What are you doing now?

What do you enjoy about your career?

What I love most about the film and media industry is its 
dynamic and multifaceted nature. Every project is unique, 
bringing new challenges and opportunities to learn and grow. 
Whether it’s crafting narratives and engaging with audiences or 
coordinating productions, the industry offers endless 
opportunities. I am particularly drawn to the creative 
collaboration that drives this field. Moreover the broad scope of 
the industry allows me to explore various roles, from publicity 
and communication to production and beyond.

What are some of your plans for your future?

My future plans involve establishing a career in the girl and media industry, particularly within the realms of 
publicity, communication, or production. I aim to utilize my skills and experiences to contribute to impactful 
projects that resonate with audiences. In the short term, I plan to continue honing my craft by taking on diverse roles 
and learning from industry veterans. In the long term, I want to take on leadership positions and ultimately, hope to 
make a positive difference in the world through the power of media.

Since graduation, I’ve been actively seeking full-time 
opportunities in the film and media industry. Over the summer, I 
interned with a public relations agency and specialized in working with 
musical artists. This experience allowed me to dive deep into the world 
of media relations, social media management, and artist promotion. It 
was a rewarding journey, helping me realize the importance of 
networking and effective communication . Currently, I am focusing on 
building my portfolio, networking with industry professionals, and 
applying for roles that align with my passion for storytelling and media 
production.
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How did WCA prepare you for college and the real world?

What advice can you give to WCA students preparing 
for college and the real world?

The advice I’d offer to WCA students is to fully 
embrace and leverage your time as a student. This is a 
unique period in your life where you have the freedom to 
ask questions, make mistakes and learn from them, and 
get involved in what sparks your interest. Take advantage 
of the opportunity to build meaningful relationships with 
your professors by attending office hours. Even if it 
seems intimidating, their guidance and mentorship can 
be an invaluable experience when it comes to needing 
recommendation letters or career advice. Additionally, 
while academic and professional achievements are 
important, prioritizing your mental health is crucial. 
College can be isolating at times and doesn’t come 
without its hardships, So, take time for self-care, set 
boundaries, and engage in activities that rejuvenate you. 
Embrace your college days and all the new experiences 
that come with it because, before you know it, you'll be 
reminiscing about them!

The curriculum at WCA provided me with a 
significant advantage as I entered university. Thanks to 
the rigorous academic program, I started my first year of 
university with a sophomore standing, allowing me to 
focus on classes related to my major early on since most 
of my general education credits were already completed. 
The challenging coursework and high expectations at 
WCA pushed me to excel and develop strong study 
habits, making the transition to college smoother. 
Additionally, the supportive and dedicated teachers at 
WCA equipped me with critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills necessary for success and higher 
education and beyond. The intense academic 
environment made college courses feel manageable, and 
I felt well prepared to attack with the demands of 
university life and the professional world.
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Student Spotlight: 

Purely Prayers Boutique
 By Kaisara Arambula

Running a small business while balancing 
academic responsibilities is not easy, yet, Berlin Kruse 
(2026) has successfully done both. She is owner of Purely 
Prayers Boutique, a Christian-themed boutique, that 
shares the inspiration and dedication behind her unique 
venture.

At Purely Prayers Boutique, Berlin offers a wide 
range of handmade products, including wired rings, gem 
necklaces, clay necklaces, wooden items like crosses and 
planters, trinket bowls, makeup bags, magnets, and 
bookmarks. Each product is carefully crafted, with 
customization options available to meet individual 
customer preferences. For example, the clay necklaces 
can feature a cross, an initial, or even a bow, while the 
trinket bowls are designed to hold anything from rings to 
skincare.

The name “Purely Prayers” was inspired by her he 
desire to create a Christian-centered business that 
encourages a closer relationship with God. The boutique 
is not only about selling products but also about 
encouraging a sense of community and spiritual 
connection.

What inspired her to start this business? “I had 
seen smaller businesses selling similar items for high 
prices, and I wanted to provide affordable options,” she 
explains. The most rewarding part is ¨“seeing customers’ 
faces light up from a product they love”, she adds. While 
earning money is important, it’s the joy of creating and 
sharing her work that motivates her!

Despite the challenges of working in a small 
space and coming up with designs that resonate with 
others as she says. She remains passionate about her 
products and driven by her faith. Balancing school, 
sports, and her business, she finds time to work on her 
creations during free moments, keeping the process fun 
and manageable. Her father and grandmother are both 
experienced in selling at craft fairs and have been 
mentors in her journey. They’ve provided guidance, 
helping her navigate obstacles and refine her skills.

Looking ahead, she hopes to see her business 
grow and reach more people. With prices ranging from $2 
for bookmarks to $20 for planters, Purely Prayers 
Boutique offers affordable handmade products. You can 
follow her journey on Instagram 
@purelyprayers.boutique, with plans to expand  on Etsy.
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A New Sunrise
By Adriana Ordaz

The Hunger Games is a YA dystopian series, and its 
first novel, titled The Hunger Games, was originally 
published in September of 2008. In the novel, we follow 
Katniss Everdeen, a 16-year-old living in what used to be 
North America, now called Panem. Panem is divided into 
the Capitol and then twelve districts which contribute to 
Panem in different ways. Katniss lives in district 12, the coal 
mining district, known as the “backwater” district. We 
follow her to the reaping of the annual Hunger Games, 
where twenty-four kids, two from each district, are pitted 
against each other to the death. The reaping is where one 
boy and one girl, between the ages of 12 and 18, get chosen 
to participate in these Games.

That’s where we are introduced to Haymitch 
Abernathy, District 12’s only surviving victor of their measly 
two victors. He is known throughout district 12 and Panem 
as a drunkard, one of the many reasons being picked 
during the reaping in district 12 is seen as a simple death 
sentence. Victors are meant to “mentor” and help their 
tributes, and as district 12 has only had two victors 
throughout the entirety of the Games, there is only the 
drunkard Haymitch and district 12’s escort, Effie Trinket. 
It’s often wondered just how Haymitch won his games, 
especially since he participated in a Quarter Quell, a special 
year for the Hunger Games that happens every 25 years. 
Because of this specialty, these Quarter Quell Games 
always have a twist. Haymitch’s games had double the 
tributes, so he was pitted against 47 other kids rather than 
the usual 23.

This is what the new Hunger Games novel, Sunrise 
on the Reaping, will be diving into, shedding light on what 
went down during Haymitch’s games, how he won, and 
most likely just how he fell into addiction. According to a 
press release in Cosmopolitan, Suzanne Collins, the author 
of the series, noted that the novel will not only dive deeper 
into Haymitch’s story, but also in the power of those who 
hold the narrative have, their propaganda and the “ease [of 
which] the many are governed by the few.” The book is set 
to be released on March 18 of this year, it is already 
available for pre-order, and a movie is set to come out on 
Nov. 20, 2026.

Many fans are incredibly excited for this new 
addition to the beloved series, eager to see why Haymitch 
turned out as we see him with Katniss and what exactly 
went down during those Games. Though, it might be best to 
keep an open mind. According to Screenrant, the possibility 
of two point of views, which is unheard of for the series, is 
huge, especially since neither the scholastic announcement 
nor any official coverage from Collins mentioned Haymitch 
by name, which is strange because during the 
announcement for The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes, it 
was made very clear that we would be following a young 
Coriolanus. Though Haymitch’s story has been eagerly 
anticipated, and it is sure to be another hit, it’s good to not 
have any set expectations on what the book will focus on. 
After all, we already know how the Games work, as well as 
how a Quarter Quell works, so what new things will Collins 
bring to the table for her world of Panem?

Image Credit: Abigail Stevens

Image Credit: Amazon

Image Credit: Matt Sayles
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Could You Win?
By Maddox McAvaney

When it comes to human nature, being 
competitive is natural. But in Beast Games, it takes 
more than just a competitive nature to keep 
winning.

Beast Games is a competitive TV series hosted 
by Mr. Beast, a popular philanthropist and 
YouTuber. The show pits 1,000 contestants against 
each other in a series of grueling challenges for a 
chance to win $5,000,000—the largest cash prize in 
entertainment history. The series will have a total of 
10 episodes, but it is currently still in production. 
The show promises to test its participants’ mental, 
physical, and social limits. The life-changing prize 
raises the stakes, revealing contestants' true natures 
as the competition heats up.

Some of the challenges range from stacking 
blocks into a tower to physically demanding feats 
like pulling monster trucks and evading Navy SEALs. 
Each round introduces a new trial, pushing 
competitors closer to their breaking points. 

The emotional depth of Beast Games makes it 
easy for viewers to become invested in the 
contestants' journeys. Some people seek to win 
“gold chains and jet skis,” while others are there to 
retire their parents or to climb out of poverty. 
Sometimes the show is incredibly heartwarming, 
and other times you see people manipulate others in 
order to claw their way to the top. Multiple friends 
are lost along the way as the competition gets 
thinner, and it really becomes a mind game where 
many tears are shed.

In the end, the toughest challenge isn’t just 
surviving the obstacles—it’s enduring the emotional 
rollercoaster of the Beast Games.

Image Credit: IMDB

Image Credit: AS USA

Image Credit: USA Today
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Red Light… 
By Lucas Land

Netflix’s most popular show, Squid Game, is back in action with its second season, 
directed once again by Hwang Dong-Hyuk. The survivor-thriller shows a different tone 
compared to the first season. The entire season was released on Dec. 26, 2024, and the actors 
that played surviving characters have reprised their roles, alongside a new cast of contestants.

Season two picks up immediately after the season 
one finale, and I enjoyed the deeper exploration of its 
protagonist, Seong Gi-hun. Gi-hun changes from a goofy, 
lovable guy, to someone extremely serious and overly 
cautious after winning in season one. His change is 
evident in an early scene where he watches the Recruiter 
playing ddakji with another down-on-his-luck man, 
evoking memories of his own past. Seeing Gi-hun 
immediately panic the second his plan to to end the 
games derailed was also good, as he instantly went back to 
being all alone. I enjoyed the decision to let players vote at 
the end of each game on if they want to end the games 
there and split the money between the remaining 
participants, or to continue. It explored that sense of 
gambler's mentality and the contestants’ desperations, 
especially when they all started chanting “One more 
game, no more no less!” 

The Recruiter, played by actor Gong Yoo, 
delivered a phenomenal performance this season and 
exploring his backstory allowed the audience to gain a 
deeper understanding of the nature of the games. While 
there weren’t as many high stakes games this time 
around, the narrative didn’t really call for as many games, 
since the main point of season two was to show Gi-hun’s 
attempts at stopping the games instead of participating in 
them. Even though not as many games were shown off, 
the ones that were included—ddakji, gong-gi, spinning 
top, jegi, biseokchigi, and the classic red light, green 
light—were still entertaining to watch.

The only downside I can note is that the season 
ends with a cliffhanger. Thankfully, season three should 
be airing later this year, so the wait hopefully won’t be that 
long. 

Overall, Squid Game season two was a good 
season. While I still prefer season one for its more 
wrapped up plot, season two is still a very good season, 
and I will definitely be waiting for season 3. 

Image Credit: My Music Taste

Image Credit: About Netflix
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After weeks of waiting, two highly anticipated 
Japanese icons have finally been added to Fortnite. When 
Chapter 2: Remix ended in December, we were transported 
to the Chapter 6 map, which is heavily inspired by Japanese 
mythology and culture. There are oni masks with different 
abilities, sprite creatures that can give out different player 
buffs, and a powerful typhoon blade that can slice through 
enemies with minimum effort. Along with that, there are 
many demon bosses and grunts throughout the map that 
can drop stronger versions of various items upon their 
elimination. 

Though the new chapter and what it offered was 
already extremely packed and full of fun features, there was 
still excitement for more to come in January. With the 
release of the initial battle pass, players noticed that 
Legendary Godzilla would be the Chapter 6: Season 1 
“secret skin” in roughly a month. Godzilla was officially able 
to be worn on Jan. 17 by gaining XP levels, and along with 
him, Kong and Mechagodzilla were available for purchase in 
the item shop. 

But Godzilla did not just come as a cosmetic; 
he is also a boss that players can become for a limited 
time. Upon his initial release, he had a 20% chance to 
spawn in your game, but with a more recent update, 
he now has a 100% chance of spawning in your game. 
After the first storm circle closes, players in the match 
will be alerted of a Godzilla portal opening, and the 
first person to go into it will become a colossal 
Godzilla boss with tons of health. While in his boss 
form, you can stomp, use his laser beam, and roar to 
reveal nearby players.

However, Godzilla wasn’t the only character 
players were excited for. After numerous leaks and 
speculation, players were certain that Hatsune Miku 
would be the next Fortnite Festival icon after Snoop 
Dogg. Sure enough, on Jan. 14, Miku came to the game 
with three skin variants, emotes, jam tracks, and tons 
of other great cosmetics. Her addition to the game 
sparked an uproar from fans, causing people who 
were not even active players of Fortnite to log on just 
to get Miku. Epic Games really went above and beyond 
when it came to implementing these two legends into 
the game

Image Credit: Siliconera

Image Credit: Fortnite

Image Credit: Games Radar
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Released on Aug. 5, 2024, Fields of Mistria is 
described as a RPG farming simulator with a medieval 
aesthetic. At its initial launch, the game was bombarded 
with criticism that it was a copy of “Stardew Valley,” one of 
the most recognizable and famous farming simulators 
among gamers and anyone who has even casually picked 
up video gaming.

When the game opens, the player is greeted by a 
discussion between two characters, brother and sister 
Eiland and Adeline, who are fretting over how they could 
possibly rebuild Mistria’s town reputation after a 
devastating earthquake left the town and its people in 
shambles. Both of them agree that what the town needs is 
to attract new people. Adeline remembers that there’s a 
farm just south of the town that’s been laying empty for 
years and both Adeline and Eiland decided that the best 
option would be to post a notice to the Adventurer’s Guild 
offering the farmland in exchange for assisting the 
townspeople, a  notice that you, the player, answers. 

Like Stardew Valley, Fields of Mistria is, at its core, a 
farming simulator. Many players have likened the 
beginning cutscene of the game to Stardew Valley’s 
beginning cutscene, where the player’s grandfather hands 
the player the deed to a farm on his deathbed. Player’s also 
draw connections between the games by the way that the 
player character interacts with the town’s residents, how 
the residents’ are presented, and the presence of a mine 
for players to explore, but that is just about where the 
similarities end. 

While the game is still in its Beta testing phase 
and, as such, is missing some key storylines and gameplay, 
the Fields of Mistria development team, NPC Studio, posted 
a “roadmap” for the game on Jan. 17, promising players to 
deliver another massive update in March of this year. Even 
in its early infancy, Fields of Mistira has several aspects 
that make it an incredibly enjoyable game. Fields of Mistria 
has a constant and present storyline to follow that remains 
constant and relevant to the gameplay and how the player 
interacts with the game’s world. Perhaps the first thing a 
player notices when entering the game is the greater 
amount of customization abilities. Fields of Mistiria 
prompts the player to create their character at the start of 
the game and allows the player to change their appearance 
at any point in the game and offers plenty more clothing 
options for the player to unlock. The writing for the 
characters are in-depth and three dimensional, allowing 
for an immersive experience that will have you playing the 
game for hours at a time.

By Gabriela Ordaz
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Video Game Addiction: 
Exaggeration or Danger?

By Kolton Klug

When you think of addiction, what first comes to mind? Maybe you thought of drug 
use, smoking, alcohol abuse, or maybe even gambling. These are common examples of 
abuse, but all of these together pale in comparison to one of the most widespread and 
addictive habits of all: an addiction to technology—specifically, video games. The rate of this 
addiction skyrocketed during quarantine, with roughly 40% of the world population actively 
playing video games. Of those, approximately 4%—around 60 million people—are classified 
as addicted according to MPower Wellness. So, how did this addiction become so common? 
Why is it not discussed more often? And most importantly, how dangerous is it to those who 
are affected?

People play video games for many different reasons, either out of boredom or more 
commonly as an escape from reality. This alone is fine, and is generally healthy in short 
doses, but like most escapism, too much of a good thing can be a bad thing. A video game 
addiction would most likely be the same common symptoms of any other dependencies, the 
need to continue using in an attempt to get the same feelings. When access to gaming is 
restricted, individuals suffer withdrawal symptoms, with the most severe being depression. 
To many, the lure of escaping the outside world to one that we can fully control is hard to 
resist, but it can lead to significant issues over time.

The impact of video game addiction varies heavily, but there are a few clear signs to 
watch for. The first and hardest to notice is a lack of restraint. This means struggling to step 
away from gaming and feeling compelled to continue for various reasons. Sounds familiar to 
other addictions, but is it really that big of an issue? Afterall, it's not as directly harmful as 
something like substance addiction.

While it’s true that a video game addiction—whether mild or severe—might not 
always be harmful, many of its symptoms often stem from and boost underlying issues, with 
gaming serving as a catalyst for overall laziness. The most immediate physical consequences 
are usually wrist strain from repetitive movements or, in extreme cases, health risks like 
blood clots from prolonged inactivity.

Image Credit: Placeit Blog Image Credit: Collegiate AC
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Despite this, playing video games offers several benefits. As previously mentioned, 
it can be a great stress reliever helping people to relax after a long day at school or work. It 
also can connect people that otherwise would have struggled with social interactions, 
giving them a platform where they can connect with similar people. Video games are also 
known to boost mental stimulation by fostering skills like critical thinking, creativity, and 
problem-solving, depending on the genre and challenges they present.

Remember, it's important to understand the risks of getting too heavily involved in 
gaming. While there are better alternatives for developing these skills, few are as accessible 
as video games. Regardless, many people—including myself and others I 
know—unfortunately game at such intense levels. I tried to reach out to many of these 
people, but it seems to be a sensitive subject to a lot of them.

Unsurprisingly, not many people want to 
talk about something that they acknowledge as a 
problem, but I’ll talk about my experiences with 
video games. I will typically game for about two to 
three hours a day on weekdays, and play games 
that require a high skill ceiling. Personally, I 
believe that these games do have a lot of positives 
to them, including being able to pick and choose a 
game for your mood, whether to relax or to get 
into a competitive attitude, and connecting with 
others. 

However, I know it is a problem whenever I 
reach upwards of eight hours of gaming a day on 
weekends. Gaming is a great way to connect with 
people who I normally would not be able to talk to 
as frequently, but there needs to be a balance of 
how long you are willing to play versus other 
activities. Ultimately, it is up to you to choose to 
stop playing when you surpass that balance of too 
much.

Image Credit: Headphones Addict
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Why Can’t We Commit?
By Samira Seelhofer

The beginning of every new year is consumed 
by promises individuals make to themselves that the 
majority of the time go left unfulfilled. The 
stereotypical, “I’ll start eating healthier,” “stop 
procrastinating,” and “be more productive” are all 
promises we’ve heard people make to themselves or 
we have even made, the reality is they are often 
forgotten about, put off, or even just given up on. In 
TaTiana Cash’s article, titled “Many abandon New 
Year’s resolutions in January,” dropping New Year’s 
resolutions has become such a common occurrence 
that the second Friday in January is now referred to as 
“Quitter’s Day.” Research done by Baylor College of 
Medicine shows that nearly 88 percent of resolutions 
fail before the month of January is even over with. 

Southern New Hampshire University made it 
their mission to get to the bottom of why society as a 
whole can’t seem to follow through with their ever so 
enthusiastic resolutions. The tradition is said to have 
begun with Ancient Babylonians who had promised to 
repay all their debts come the new year. As individuals 
follow the traditions today they continue to set 
personal goals for them to accomplish in the new 
year, the only difference being they more often than 
not go unaccomplished and unresolved, just waiting to 
be set yet again the next year. 

Dr. Thomas MacCarthy believes that change is 
the reason so few resolutions are being seen all the 
way through. “Change is hard” is something most 
people have probably heard in abundance throughout 
their lifetime, but being repeated a million times 
doesn’t make it any less true.

Making huge changes in day-to-day life is a 
challenge, which is exactly the type of new year's 
resolutions that people set, lifestyle changes have an 
immense amount of work behind the surface. Failing 
to realize how much work goes into resolutions is 
ultimately what leads to their demise. According to Dr. 
Barb Lesniak, an executive director of social sciences 
at Southern New Hampshire University, “many people 
don’t think beyond the early stages of their 
resolutions.” Of course, buying fruits and vegetables 
to promote healthier habits is a great first step, but it 
can’t be the only step. Another major problem is the 
lack of commitment, going off course can be 
extremely offsetting to many people, but the mistake 
or “cheat-day” shouldn’t be the main focus, but rather 
everything after, the decisions after will decide if yet 
another New Year's Resolution gets put off to the next 
year.  So when making resolutions keep in mind that’s 
only the first step in an extremely long process.

Image Credit: Comfort Zone Shake-Up
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Trophies of Gold 
By McKayla (Sarinya) Binette

The Golden Globes, Oscars, and Grammys- Hollywood’s biggest nights in the film and music industries all 
coming to a head in the first quarter of 2025, with some incredible talent praised and some performances overlooked. 
The Golden Globes have just celebrated their 82nd award show, and the Oscars will be holding their 97th ceremony. 
Meanwhile, the Grammys will be celebrating their 67th year in the music industry. 

The first award show of 2025 was the Golden 
Globes hosted by comedian Nikki Glaser on Jan. 5. As a 
less well-known award ceremony, many people find this 
event less entertaining than the Grammys or Oscars; 
however, this year's Golden Globes was most entertaining 
because of its selection of winners. Demi Moore, for The 
Substance, and Sebastian Stan, for A Different Man, are 
among the accomplished actors who are finally getting 
their accolades after years of acting, each taking home a 
golden trophy for best actress and best actor. This year’s 
Golden Globes was also hit with some criticism for its 
choices with the Netflix-streaming musical, Emilia Pérez. 
With a 76% Rotten Tomato score, it seemed as if critics 
enjoyed this piece but with a 34% audience rating, also 
from Rotten Tomatoes, people were upset that this movie 
won over more well-known films like Challengers and 
Wicked.

The Grammys might be the most well-known 
award show this season and will celebrate recordings and 
albums released from Sept. 16, 2023 through Aug. 30 2024 
along with their respective artists. Nominations were 
released by the Grammy Awards official website on Nov. 
8; categories such as “Best Pop Solo Performance” and 
“Best Pop Vocal Album” are forecasted to give artists a run 
for their money. With nominations including Billie Eilish, 
Sabrina Carpenter, Chappell Roan, and Beyoncé, it’s hard 
to predict who will take home a golden gramophone. In 
previous years, there have been artists who have won 
multiple categories in one night and posed for photos 
while cradling their numerous trophies. 

Due to the Los Angeles fires that raged in early 
January, the Oscars’ voting window was extended from 
Jan. 12 to Jan. 17, delaying the nomination announcement 
from Jan. 17 to the morning of Jan. 23. The films with the 
most nominations were Emilia Pérez with 13 nominations 
and The Brutalist and Wicked with ten nominations each. 
Many have expressed their opinions about this year’s 
snubs, including Jon M. Chu for Wicked in the Best 
Director category and Nosferatu, a remake of the classic 
vampire movie, in any of the major categories. Many of 
the same films are grouped together for the same 
categories, so it’ll be enticing to see which nominees end 
up taking home that golden statue. The Oscars is a large 
part of Los Angeles’ history and it hopes to bring back life 
into Los Angeles and Hollywood after a tumultuous start 
to the year. 

Image Credit: Kevin Mazur/Getty Images

Image Credit: Jeff Kravitz/Getty Images

Image Credit: Rich Polk/Getty Images



PAGE 23 | THE MAMMOTH TRIBUNE

The Bunny Museum Tragedy
By Melody Cortez

The bunny museum, known for its plethora of bunny or bunny-themed items, burned down on Jan. 8, becoming 
another victim of the Eaton fire. The museum first opened in 1993, housing around 8,000 bunny items. The owners, 
Steve Lubanski and Candace Frazee, have since collected thousands more.

The Eaton fire has burnt more than 14,000 acres of 
land, with the bunny museum now being another casualty 
from the fire. According to Art Review, Steve and Candace 
were only able to save a few treasured pieces from their 
collection, which included their first two bunny items, some 
antiques, three Guiness World Record Certificates, and “the 
Elvis ‘Parsley’ Presley water pitcher.” They were also able to 
rescue their real bunnies and cats. 

Before this devastating event, the museum was a 
beloved local attraction and was one of a kind. Many loved it 
for its weird and unique vibe that is rare to find. It had 
thousands of various items ranging from plushies and 
antique ceramics, to music and art. The owners used floor 
to ceiling style attractions, with the entire building covered 
in bunnies from top to bottom--an uncommon sight in 
today’s attractions. Steve and Candace have vowed to 
rebuild their life's work, hopefully in the same location. 
They even started a GoFundMe campaign so that their 
supporters can contribute to the rebuilding process.

The story of Steve and Candace is a large part 
of the museum’s history. They started out giving each 
other bunnies for holidays or special occasions, but it 
eventually grew into a daily ritual. By the time of their 
wedding, their friends and family knew of their bunny 
passion, and they gifted them a surplus of bunnies. 
Soon after, Steve and Candace wanted to open to the 
public, so they started a museum in their home in 
Pasadena, California. They stayed there until the 
collection grew large enough to open a new place in 
Altadena, which is where the museum remained until 
the recent tragedy.

The first time the museum owners gained 
popularity was in 1999, when Steve and Candace won 
their first Guinness World Record for the largest 
bunny collection--a record they have continued to 
beat since then. When the fires took over the 
museum, there were approximately 60,000 items, as 
reported by the Pasadena Star-News.

The museum has started collecting donations 
from supporters all around the world who are looking 
forward to its restoration. People are sending in 
bunnies from their own collections so that the 
establishment can quickly recover from this 
heartache.
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 California’s Incarcerated 
Firefighters

By Yaretzi Gutierrez

Firefighters over the last month have been busy fighting wildfires in the Los Angeles area. However, few people 
know about California’s incarcerated firefighters who volunteer to help extinguish these fires. These incarcerated 
firefighters have played a critical role using hand tools to cut down fire lines and removing fuel near buildings to prevent 
fires from spreading. According to the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR), they have also 
been the ones that are in the frontlines as the fires were breaking out.

 Incarcerated firefighters have been in use since 
1915, when a program called the Conservation Camp 
Program was created by CDCR. This program gave healthy 
incarcerated individuals the opportunity to work on 
meaningful projects in the state, including helping during 
emergencies.

However, there has been some controversy 
towards the program, with many saying it is unfair to 
incarcerated workers. George Galvis, co-founder and 
executive director of Committees United for Restorative 
Youth Justice, told NBC News, “So you can say that it’s a 
voluntary program, but there really isn’t a lot of choice 
when you’re not provided very many choices. It’s 
exploitative.” This isn’t the only controversial factor. 
Prisoners are only paid by CalFire between $5 and $10 per 
day with $1 extra per hour during emergencies as reported 
by USA Today. Critics argue that their pay should be raised 
because they are risking their lives and are earning lower 
than minimum wage. Considering that they aren’t 
professionally trained like other firefighters, incarcerated 
firefighters are more prone to getting severely injured. 
According to a 2018 TIME Magazine report, it was found 
that they are four times more likely to suffer from bruises, 
cuts, dislocations, and fractures, and eight times more 
likely to have health problems from inhaling smoke and 
particulates. 

Even so, supporters of the program believe that 
they should continue using incarcerated firefighters 
because firefighting for prisoners is voluntary. The 
Marshall Project and the CDCR emphasize that individuals 
don’t face any discipline if they choose not to serve time at 
the camp. The CDCR also doesn't allow just anyone to 
volunteer and states, “Volunteers must have minimum 
custody status, or the lowest-security classification based 
on their sustained good behavior in prison, ability to follow 
rules, and participation in rehabilitative programming.” 
Additionally, incarcerated firefighters are able to gain time 
credits, often receiving two days off their sentence for 
every day they serve. For some, the program offers a sense 
of joy and purpose, and some even find it as a career path 
once they are released. 

Whether you oppose or support the use of 
incarcerated firefighters, it's still important to recognize 
their contributions. They risk their lives to protect 
communities and should at least be recognized and 
appreciated for what they do for the state. 
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TikTok is Banned… Or Not?
By Em Sagastume and Gabriela Ordaz

After discussions about banning TikTok in the 
United States that began in 2020, the app was 
officially banned on Jan. 18. However, the ban lasted 
only about 16 hours. Despite its return, this does not 
mean that TikTok is here to stay. On Jan 20, 
President Donald Trump signed an executive order 
granting a 75-day extension to delay the ban, even 
though the law had already taken effect on Sunday, 
the day before.

For years now, U.S. officials have raised 
concerns that the Chinese government could use 
TikTok to manipulate content and gain access to 
user data. Many users opposed the reasoning behind 
the ban, feeling that it was driven more by political 
motives and racism than by genuine security 
concerns. The discussion surrounding the TikTok 
ban had dragged on for so long that many Americans 
didn’t believe it would ever actually happen. But 
when it finally did, users split into two distinct 
groups. On one side, some accepted the ban and 
took it as an opportunity to break free from their 
scrolling addiction. On the other, there was grief and 
devastation. These disgruntled users scrambled to 
preserve their saves and drafts, but most couldn’t 
due to limited storage space. Leaving behind 
everything they had accumulated over the years was 
a tough pill to swallow.

Before the ban was enforced, many users 
discussed their plans for the post-ban future. Most 
had already come to terms with the situation, 
anticipating a shift to new platforms due to the lack 
of content. As a result, many expected to migrate to 
alternative apps. Three of the most popular 
"replacement" apps—X, Instagram, and 
Facebook—offer features similar to TikTok, 
particularly in terms of video content. 

However, a significant number of users 
expressed interest in migrating to an app that 
wasn't as well-known in the United States: 
Xiaohongshu, also known in the U.S. as Red Note. 
Xiaohongshu is a popular Chinese social 
networking and e-commerce platform. It's often 
described as a blend of Pinterest and TikTok, 
offering a unique combination of visual content and 
shopping features. When this wave of Americans 
first joined Xiaohongshu, many Chinese users 
welcomed them and even joked about Americans 
being “TikTok refugees.” However, this soon got old 
and American users started coming off as 
demanding and inconsiderate, so now Chinese 
users want them to get kicked off of the app. 
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The Supreme Court case that determined 
TikTok’s fate is TikTok Inc. v. Merrick B. Garland, 
Attorney General, otherwise coined as TikTok v. 
Garland. In the case, the petitioners, the people 
arguing to keep TikTok unbanned, argued against the 
Protecting Americans from Foreign Adversary 
Controlled Applications Act, which would ban the app 
on American soil unless “U. S. operation of the 
platform is severed from Chinese control.” The 
petitioners argued that the Act violated the First 
Amendment rights of the millions of Americans that 
use the app, but the Supreme Court decided that it 
did not need to review the case based on the potential 
content that would be banned. In the released Per 
Curiam slip opinion (which means that the written 
decision is subject to edits but will not change the 
overall decision), the Court decided that “[the act 
does] not target particular speech based upon its 
content or regulate speech based on its function or 
purpose.”

This meant that the Supreme Court did not 
review the case from the view of a First Amendment 
violation at all. The Court’s decision has drawn plenty 
of criticism from people claiming that it is hypocrisy. 
Those critics have pointed to Facebook’s massive 2019 
data breach that, according to Forbes, affected 533 
million Facebook users, saying that, if the Court was 
concerned about the safety of American data, it 
should have banned Facebook and other related Meta 
platforms years ago.

Critics of the decision have also pointed out 
that several politicians who supported the Act 
pointed to content on the app as a reason the app 
should be banned. Representative Mike Gallagher and 
Senator Josh Hawley are just two of the politicians 
who have criticized TikTok for seemingly having 
more American supporters of Palestine than other 
platforms, and using that argument as a reason to 
support a ban on TikTok. Critics have said that, even 
if the language of the Act did not explicitly regulate 
content, it is obvious that the backers of the Act had 
the intent to regulate content.

Regardless, it seems that all the Supreme 
Court case had an effect on was the case law in the 
country. Sixteen hours after the ban was 
implemented, the app was restored to American 
users. Many people are still uncertain about what the 
future has spelled out for TikTok.
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ICE Raids in America
By Vivianna Ugarte

On his first day of office, Trump had signed about 20 executive orders or actions, two of which caused 
many immigrants to worry. Many believe that Trump has directly attacked immigrants through his order that is 
attempting to get rid of birthright citizenship; however, that does not mean that those individuals are remaining 
silent on the issue. 

California Attorney General Rob Bonta 
immediately took action and challenged this executive 
order in federal court asserting that it is a 
constitutional right and a direct attack on the 14th 
amendment. New York Attorney General, Letitia James, 
also shared her insights with AXIOS claiming that this 
is just an attempt to “sow division and fear” and is 
ready to fight back against Trump’s order.

However some were relieved to hear of this 
order due to a decades-old belief that there is a 
“white-replacement theory”--the idea that policies are 
designed to shift political power away from White 
Americans. NewsNation reported that Trump has 
backed this theory by claiming that immigrants are 
“poisoning the blood of our country.” 

Alongside the birthright citizenship order, 
Trump also signed an executive order that allows ICE 
agents to enter schools and places of worship if 
deemed necessary to detain immigrants. The order 
also  removed broad humanitarian parole programs 
which allowed certain migrants to stay in the US 
temporarily. The administration believes these actions 
will help enforce immigration laws more effectively 
and will put a stop to the ‘abuse’ of the humanitarian 
parole program after allowing 1.5 million migrants to 
enter the country according to NewsNation.
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Since these orders, reports of ICE operations 
have been published all over social media leaving 
many immigrants worried about being detained. Many 
workplaces have seen a dramatic drop in attendance 
with as many as half of their workers refusing to show 
up. According to Yahoo, one Chicago business 
reported that only 10 out of 40 to 50 workers showed 
up following the orders. Some predominantly 
immigrant neighborhoods in the city now appear 
deserted as residents fear detention according to 
Yahoo! News. 

Chicago is not the only city seeing a drop in 
worker participation. Express U.S News reported that 
some farms in Bakersfield, California had roughly 75% 
of their workers refuse to attend work, raising fears 
about crop losses and potential threats to the U.S. food 
supply. California schools are also noting rising 
student absences and many teachers and staff 
members have been issued materials that will help 
them to prepare for a potential ICE raid, though ICE 
officials insist that they only target individuals 
involved in illegal activities such as drug or human 
trafficking.

However, some individuals dispute these 
claims according to CNN, pointing to reports of 
unmarked ICE vehicles conducting racially profiled 
raids. In one incident, a New Jersey resident and 
military veteran was detained, with agents 
questioning the legitimacy of his service 
documentation. New Jersey Mayor Steven Fulop 
condemned the raids, accusing ICE agents of 
unlawfully detaining law-abiding individuals without 
warrants and staking out well-known community 
areas.

Despite the backlash, there is still discussion 
over the need for border enforcement, asylum 
restrictions, and removal of immigrants for national 
security. The Mexican government has criticized 
Trump's actions, including attempts to deport 
immigrants via military flights, which were denied 
landing permission. As expected, this has frustrated 
the Trump administration. These tensions have 
strained the relationship between the U.S. and 
Mexico, raising concerns about the future of their 
alliance.
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Valentine’s Day Word Search
By Lily Hawkinson

Valentine
Laufey
Candy Hearts
Gram 
Roses

Adore
Red
Pink
White
Cupid

Love
Hug
Sweet
Letters
Happiness

Teddy Bear
February 
Gifts
Sonnets
Fourteenth

Bow
Arrow
Sweetheart
Candy
Cherub
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Valentine’s Day Mazes
By Lily Hawkinson




