
Cross County School District (CCSD) Child Find

The Cross County School District (CCSD) adheres to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which
requires that each state provide a free appropriate public education for all eligible children with disabilities.
Child Find is a component of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA) that requires
states to identify, locate, and evaluate all children with disabilities aged birth to 21, who are in need of early
intervention or special education services. Child Find is an ongoing cooperative effort that must involve state
and local education agencies, parents, the community, professionals, related organizations, and private
schools.

Cross County School District screens children from ages 3 through 21. All child find referrals are considered
confidential and services are provided at no cost to the family. Contact Arkansas First Connections
(1-800-643-8258) for assistance with children ages birth to 3 who may have disabilities. First Connections is the
Arkansas Early Intervention Program for evaluation and services. 

Child Find applies to children who are:
● Enrolled in a preschool program or ages 3-5, For students
● Enrolled or attending a parentally-placed private school or homeschool
● Attending private school
● Highly mobile, including migrant children
● Homeless or a ward of the state
● Suspected of having a disability even though they are advancing from grade to grade

Point of Contact:
If you would like more information about child find screening, know a child who has a disability or one you
suspect may have difficulty with learning, communication, vision, hearing, behavior, or motor control and
coordination, please contact the special education department at your child’s school or Dena Decker, CCSD
Special Education Director, at 870-588-3337 ext. 2213 or via email to dena.decker@crosscountyschools.com.

For school-age children, referrals for special education services are to made in writing to the school in which
the child is enrolled to the principal and/or the district’s special education department.

If the child attends a parentally-placed private school located outside of the CCSD attendance zone, contact the
local educational agency or school district in which the parentally-placed private school is located.

For further guidance and questions, please contact the District’s Special Education Department at
870-588-3337 ext. 2213


