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In addition to its importance in college admissions, the ACT has also
taken on a special role in the State of Arizona's education system.
Arizona has officially adopted the ACT as its state standardized test for
high school students. This decision has significant implications for both
students and educators in the state.

Arizona's Choice of the ACT
The adoption of the ACT as the statewide standardized test in
Arizona reflects a strategic decision made by state educational
authorities. By selecting the ACT, Arizona aims to achieve
several educational objectives:

College and Career Readiness: Arizona's educational system
is committed to ensuring that its students are well-prepared for
the transition to higher education and the workforce. The ACT,
with its focus on college readiness, aligns well with this goal.

Alignment with Academic Standards: The content covered in
the ACT is aligned with state academic standards, providing a

comprehensive measure of students' knowledge and skills in English, mathematics, reading,
and science.

Standardized Evaluation: Using the ACT as a standardized test across the state ensures a
consistent and fair evaluation of students' abilities, irrespective of their school or district.

College Admission and Scholarships: The state's decision also recognizes the significance of
the ACT in college admissions and scholarship opportunities, further motivating students to
perform well.

Impact on Students and Educators
For high school students in Arizona, the adoption of the ACT as the state standardized test
carries both opportunities and responsibilities. Students can benefit from the familiarity of the
ACT structure, as they will have already prepared for it as part of their college application
process. A strong performance on the state-mandated ACT can lead to enhanced prospects for
college admissions and scholarships.
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Educators play a crucial role in helping students prepare for the Arizona state standardized
ACT. By aligning classroom instruction with the ACT content and format, teachers can
ensure that their students are well-equipped to excel on the test. Additionally, they can provide
guidance and resources for ACT preparation to maximize students' success.

How Ash Fork High School is Preparing Students for Success in Reading, Writing, and
Grammar
In the English, History, and Science classes, students practice and learn how to excel in their

skills but also focus on the areas of the reading, writing, and
English sections of the ACT. Daily we do the following:

Reading Section:
Encourage regular reading: Promote the habit of reading various
texts, including newspapers, literature, and academic articles, to
improve comprehension skills.
Practice time management: Teach students to read passages
efficiently and allocate adequate time to answer questions.
Focus on main ideas, and emphasize the elimination of irrelevant
details.

Writing Section:
Grammar and style: Emphasize the importance of proper grammar, punctuation, and writing
style in essays and responses.
Develop a structured approach: Teach students to plan and organize their writing. Emphasize
thesis statements, supporting evidence, and logical progression.
English Section:
Grammar and punctuation: Review the fundamentals of grammar and punctuation, including
subject-verb agreement, sentence structure, and verb tense.
Practice editing: Engage students in exercises that involve identifying and correcting errors in
sentences and passages.

Conclusion
The adoption of the ACT as the official state standardized test in Arizona reflects the state's
commitment to preparing its high school students for college and careers. While this change
introduces new challenges and responsibilities for students and educators alike, it also presents
an opportunity for growth and achievement. By embracing the ACT as a vital tool for educational
assessment and success, Arizona can better equip its students to meet the challenges of higher
education and beyond.


