
News From the Middle  
 
 

 

 

April 9th, 2024 

 

Like us on ! Follow us on ! Check us out on ! 

Important Dates 

4/16-4/17 State Assessment (ELA) 
4/17 and 4/18 Color Guard Auditions (Flyer Below) 
4/18/2024 State Assessment (8th Grade Science) 
4/18/2024 “Let us Sign it Out For You” 6:30-8:00 PM at HHS PAC (Flyer Below) 
4/23/2024 Yearbook Order Deadline 
4/23-4/24 State Assessment (Math) 
5/22/2024 Last Day of School 

ELA State Testing 

South Middle School will be taking the state ELA test Wednesday and Thursday, April 16th and 17th. It is 
important for your child to be present at school on these days. There are a few items that will help our 
school be successful for this test. 

• Headphones with Aux Cable Attachment (No Wireless Allowed) 

• Fully charged iPad  

• A good night sleep  

• A great breakfast  

If you know your child will be gone during this time, please let us know. Makeup testing will be done 
during normal school hours. Thank you!  

 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/HSDSouthMiddle
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23HSMSTIGERS
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOrI440uFpBpJ2pRfLSwwug
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Tiger Athletics 

4/15/2024 7th and 8th Track Meet 4:15 PM vs. Multiple Schools @ Howard Wood Field 

4/22/2024 7th and 8th Track Meet 4:15 PM vs. Multiple Schools @ Howard Wood Field 

4/29/2024 7th and 8th Track Meet 4:15 PM vs. Multiple Schools @ Howard Wood Field 

5/6/2024 7th and 8th Track Meet 4:15 PM vs. Multiple Schools @ Tea Area High School 

Summer School Letters 

Parent/Guardians: 

 

Letters for learners that have been identified with an ‘N’ in a standard will be mailed home this week. 

We want to communicate this early in Quarter Four so that your learner can remedy the situation 

before the end of the school year. Please understand that your learner has the opportunity to 

complete or improve work from previous assessments in the year, but they need to be diligent in 

communicating with our teachers. At the time of this letter, Power Hour is available for your child with 

tutors available to assist.  The sessions begin at 7:30am daily and from 3:00-4:00pm daily. Please feel 

free to set up a conference with your learner’s grade-level team or individual teacher to discuss items 

related to their academic performance.  You can check your child’s grade on Canvas.  On 

your child’s Canvas, click a course – click grades (top middle) – “View Assignment Group Totals” – 

standards will populate. 
 
 

Peanut/Tree Nut and Caffeine/Energy Drink Policy 

PEANUT/TREE NUT POLICY: 

Harrisburg School District’s Middle and Elementary Schools have been declared a Peanut & Tree Nut 

Restricted  Zone!  Please see the Harrisburg Website for the complete PEANUT/TREE NUT POLICY. 

Students that have peanut or tree nut allergies can have life threatening reactions, even without 

consuming the item.  Do not send snacks or foods that contain peanuts or tree nuts.  This includes all 

items sent in student’s sack lunches.  A list of peanut free foods & snacks can be found in the school 

office or on the District website. 

 

CAFFEINE / ENERGY DRINK POLICY: 

As a reminder, drinks containing caffeine are not allowed at school during school hours (8:04-3:05). 

This would include energy drinks, bubblers, pop, etc. Please keep this in mind if you are bringing 

outside food for your student from a restaurant.  

 

Students found with items including peanut/tree nut or caffeine will be taken and stored in the 

office. They will be allowed to pick up their items in the office at the end of the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/201645/Peanut-Policy-2016.pdf
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GenCyber Girls Camp (Free!) 

This FREE camp is for rising 6th-9th grade students. 
GenCyber Girls in CybHER Security seeks to inspire the next generation of Cyber Stars through 
hands-on exploration of cybersecurity concepts and activities, including Digital Forensics, 
Cryptography, Privacy, Cyber Awareness, Block Coding, and Python Coding. 
Join us for a week of exploration and FUN! 

 
Where: On the beautiful campus of Dakota State University, Madison, SD 
When: June 17 – June 21, 2024  
Registration LINK 
General INFO 
 

Neurodiversity Month Dress Up Calendar 

 

https://www.cybher.org/events/gencyber-girls-in-cybher-security-middle-school-residential-camp-2024/
https://www.cybher.org/gencyber/
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https://buytheyearbook.pictavo.com/PictavoSchool/FindSchool
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QUESTIONS? Email: emily.johnson@k12.sd.us

*Both days are required for audition

A P R IL  17 T H  A N D  18 T H

3 :3 0 - 5 :3 0 P M

H S  C O M M O N S

BE A PART OF OUR 2024 SEASON!

NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED! 

HHS Colorguard

Audit ions
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Construction Pick-up/Drop-Off Detour (Updated) 

SMS Parents & Staff: 

Please note changes in pick-up and drop-off traffic, which will be rerouted through the parking lot with 
cones and signage for guidance. Please watch for pedestrians as you proceed through the parking 
lot. The sidewalk on the south side of the campus will also be closed. Students are encouraged to 
follow the sidewalk to the north side of campus and enter through the north entrance. 

Please REFRAIN from using the service road behind the school during pick-up and drop-offs. This is 
for BUSES ONLY. If you enter through Maple/Jeannie Ln., turn to the WEST toward the main parking 
lot. Thank you for your cooperation. Note the new location for pickup and drop off of students for the 
Freshman Academy. View the updated map here: https://bit.ly/3ukTpIT 

Please speak with your student about the construction and remind them that for their safety the 
fences, cones and construction materials are off limits and should not be touched or moved by 
students. If students are found to be in the construction area or ouching the materials/equipment 
consequences will be given. 

 

 

 

https://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=7-2BacQEQP0GFvqH1shL0cnhM2mmoNEGpvjQvzqZXufbw-3D1w3R_xAaQ0fENsHjFyXJF5AHJQqf5VZO4kER3BHZ5AMlWLKIJdG-2B74-2Bt81sGA5CAw0n6bXZ0HnWWCWPX93Wh3EMwHQraaKazu6QCa8xmNOVXApoECyGVrQfzmnteFudrlwXEAFZdy9-2FjRWup9yY990b6s5pKfJSR6kCj7-2B4ByepeJg-2FffkEd2L8AmOhm2AbONxTg37lBbU5XRQFhkkitsT2EMEoUCpTG3pEYGjWms4-2FuL3sBAL77MVhcTFv8jOehGG6FSVwI0-2BY1IxeSWlvOR7jY9oYSWf4zBctpdvpC2Jl7AnpB-2FN-2BcGoU-2FvzlXHwNmGaAfG
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Dakota Dreams Summer Camp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://ourdakotadreams.com/elementary-middle-school/career-exploration-summer-camps/
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Add Funds to Lunch Account 

 
My School Bucks is an online service that allows parents to do any of the following:  

• Ask to be alerted when a child's meal account balance runs below an amount the parent sets.  
• Apply money to student meal accounts using a credit/debit card or electronic check. 

 
If you are new to the district or have not created a lunch account, click on the blue link above to 
create an account.  
 

Tutor Program and Student Help 

At South Middle School, we offer a variety of different programs to help learners who struggle or need 

more work time to complete assignments. These programs include:  

Power Hour 

Power Hour is held every afternoon from 3:05pm-4:00pm and every morning from 7:30am-8:00am.  

 

1. Success Advisory and Success Directed Study 

We assign learners to Success Advisory and Success Directed Study, where they develop study skills 

and plan to get and stay caught up in school. 

 

Attendance 

If your learner is going to be absent or late for school, call the school office at 605-743-2567 ext. 3007 

before 9:00AM daily. Or email smsattendance@harrisburg.k12.sd.us. If your learner is going to be 

out for an extended period of time and/or you would like classwork for the day, please let the office 

know about attendance and contact your learner’s advisory teacher for missing work.  

• Safety Policy-- Please be aware that a safety plan has been put into place by the Harrisburg School 

District. Whether you are visiting or signing out a student, you will need to show identification and sign 

them out in the office. If parents arrange for someone other than themselves to pick up their student, 

please make them aware of our policy and inform the office of whom will be coming. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain.action?clientKey=&requestAction=
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain.action?clientKey=&requestAction=
mailto:smsattendance@harrisburg.k12.sd.us
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Aug 14 New Teacher In-Service

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Aug 15 New Staff In-Service

1     1 2 3 4 5 Aug 16 All Staff In-Service 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Revised 01-15-2024 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Aug 17 Instructional Staff  In-Service

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Aug 21 Orientation Day Kg-8th Grade

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Aug 22 Teacher Flex Work Day (.5)

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30 31 Aug 23 Orientation Day 9th - 12th Grade

30 31 Aug 24 First day of classes

Sep 4 No School

Sep 20 2 Hour Early Release - PLC In-Service

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Sep 29 Homecoming- Early Release

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2 Oct 3 P/T Conferences 3:30-7:30pm- 9th-12th Grade

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Oct 6 In-Service/PLC Day- No School 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Oct 9 No School

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 Oct 23 P/T Conferences 3:30-7:30pm- K-8th Grade

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 Oct 25 P/T Conferences 3:30-7:30pm- K-8th Grade

31 Oct 20 End of the 1st Quarter

Oct 27 No School- Comp Day 

Nov 8 2 Hour Early Release - PLC In-Service

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Nov 22 No School

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 Nov 23 No School

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Nov 24 No School

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Dec 22 2 Hour Early Release for Christmas Break

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 Dec 25-31 No School

28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 Jan 1 No School

31 Jan 2 In-Service/PLC Day- No School 

Jan 3 Classes resume 

Jan 12 End of the 1st Semester

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Jan 15 In-Service/PLC Day- No School 

1 2 3 4 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 Feb 12 P/T Conferences 3:30-7:30pm- 9th-12th Grade

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Feb 16 No School

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Feb 19 No School

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Feb 28 2 Hour Early Release - PLC In-Service

26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Mar 13 End of the 3rd Quarter

30 Mar 14 No School

Mar 15 No School

SNOW MAKE-UP DATES: Mar 29 No School

The first and second snow days will not be made up. *If a third snow day occurs by March 1st,  Apr 1 No School

the third snow day will be made up on April 26th. The fourth snow day will be made up on May 23rd and the Apr 26 No School - *Make up Snow Day

fifth snow day will be made up on May 24th. May 12 Graduation 

 May 22 Last day of School 

If a third snow day occurs after March 1st, the third snow day will be made up May 23rd and the fourth May 23 Teacher Work Day (.5)

snow day will be made up on May 24th.   

Any additional snow days will be up to the discretion of the Harrisburg School Board.

Harrisburg School District 41-2

December 23

July 23 August 23

September 23 October 23 November 23

Events

May 24 June 24 July 24 August 24

January 24 February 24 March 24 April 24

2023-2024
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