
News From the Middle  
 
 

 

 

August 30th, 2023 

 

Like us on ! Follow us on ! Check us out on ! 

Important Dates 
8/30/2023 Student Dues and Class T-Shirt Form Due 

9/1/2023 Add/Drop Forms for Band and Choir Due Today 

9/1/2023 School Picture Link Reopens for Ordering (Ordering Instructions Below) 

9/1/2023 Color Run T-Shirt Order Form/Payment Due 

9/4/2023 No School 

9/6/2023 NWEA Testing 

9/7/2023 NWEA Testing 

9/8/2023 Sign up Fall Clubs During Advisory (Flyer Below) 

9/11/2023 PAWS Meeting 5:30 PM at SMS 

9/18-9/22 Fall Clubs Start Meeting (Flyer Below) 

9/20/2023 2 Hour Early Release-Teacher Inservice 

9/22/2023 8th Grade Band Performing Halftime at Varsity Football Game 

9/25-9/29 Homecoming Week (Flyer Below) 

9/29/2023 Homecoming Early Release 

10/3/2023 SMS Picture Retake Day 

10/6/2023 No School- Teacher Inservice 

10/9/2023 No School 

10/9/2023 PAWS Meeting 5:30 PM at SMS 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HSDSouthMiddle
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23HSMSTIGERS
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOrI440uFpBpJ2pRfLSwwug


2 

Add/Drop Forms Due 9/1/2023 

Add/Drop forms for Choir and Band are due in the office by end of day 9/1/2023. Forms can be 
picked up in the office. Parent Signature is required to add or drop Band and Choir! 
 

Band Announcements 

• Everyone should be bringing an instrument/book/music to class at this point.  

• T-Shirt order forms/money are due Wednesday, August 30 – Cash or check to Harrisburg 
Band Boosters – Required for 8th Grade performance on September 22 

• September 22 performance at HHS with the marching band, EMS, and NMS 8th Graders. 
Playing Uma Thurman at halftime! 

NWEA Testing 

 
South Middle school will be taking the NWEA Math and Reading Test Wednesday and Thursday, 
September 6th and 7th. There are a few items that will help our school be successful for this test. 
 

• Fully charged iPad  

• A good night sleep  

• A great breakfast  

 
If you know your child will be gone during this time, please let us know. Makeup testing will be done 
during normal school hours. Thank you!  
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School Picture Ordering Information- Link Reopens 9/1/2023 

 
It is easy to prepay your student’s school day pictures online! Visit www.schoolphotosbymark.com .  

 
How To Order Picture Day Photos Online: 

1. Go to www.schoolphotosbymark.com 

2. Click on “Order Here” 

3. Enter “HASD”for the event name, click “search.” 

4. Click on your school district. 

5. Click on your student’s school. 

6. Enter your email address and click “login”. All orders are tracked with the email address you 

enter. 

7. You should now see a page with our photo packages. Choose from any of our packages 

and/or order ala-carte items. 

8. Once you are done shopping, click on the “shopping cart” icon. You will be prompted for your 

student’s information as well as yours. That is, it! 

Some Things You Should Know: 
• All Picture Packages are on sale through Picture Day! 

• A valid email address is required to place an order. 

• You will receive a confirmation email once an order is placed. 

• All orders placed through Picture Day will be processed and delivered to the student’s school 

2-3 weeks following Picture Day. 

• If you are ordering for multiple students, you will need to complete an order for each student 

you are ordering photos of.  

• If you are ordering a Class Picture for an elementary student, the Class Picture will be 

delivered to the school after Makeup/Retake Day. 

• All portrait orders will be delivered to your student’s school.  

Retake 
• If you are doing retakes just bring the original picture packet with you to Makeup/Retake Day 

and we will reorder with the new picture taken that day. 

 

For more information, please visit our website www.schoolphotosbymark.com  

 

Feel free to call or email us with any questions! 

Photography by Mark, INC 

605-362-9221 

http://www.schoolphotosbymark.com/
http://www.schoolphotosbymark.com/
http://www.schoolphotosbymark.com/
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office@schoolphotosbymark.com 

Veterans Club 

Last year, Veterans Club organized a coffee drive for local troops deployed Kuwait & Iraq.  With the 
help of South families, we were able to contribute almost $500 in coffee grounds to our troops! Over 
the summer, Ms. Wright received a photo of the unit we supported holding our school’s donations! 
Thank you, South, for your selfless support & donations – the troops greatly appreciated them. Stay 
tuned for additional ways to support our troops throughout the year. Have a great year, Tigers! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Add Funds to Lunch Account 

 
My School Bucks is an online service that allows parents to do any of the following:  

• Ask to be alerted when a child's meal account balance runs below an amount the parent sets.  
• Apply money to student meal accounts using a credit/debit card or electronic check. 

 
If you are new to the district or have not created a lunch account, click on the blue link above to 
create an account.  
 

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain.action?clientKey=&requestAction=
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain.action?clientKey=&requestAction=
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Tutor Program and Student Help 

At South Middle School, we offer a variety of different programs to help learners who struggle or need 

more work time to complete assignments. These programs include:  

Power Hour 

Power Hour is held every afternoon from 3:05pm-4:00pm and every morning from 7:30am-8:00am.  

 

1. Success Advisory and Success Directed Study 

We assign learners to Success Advisory and Success Directed Study, where they develop study skills 

and plan to get and stay caught up in school. 

 

Attendance 

If your learner is going to be absent or late for school, call the school office at 605-743-2567 ext. 3007 

before 9:00AM daily. Or email smsattendance@harrisburg.k12.sd.us. If your learner is going to be 

out for an extended period of time and/or you would like classwork for the day, please let the office 

know about attendance and contact your learner’s advisory teacher for missing work.  

• Safety Policy-- Please be aware that a safety plan has been put into place by the Harrisburg School 

District. Whether you are visiting or signing out a student, you will need to show identification and sign 

them out in the office. If parents arrange for someone other than themselves to pick up their student, 

please make them aware of our policy and inform the office of whom will be coming. Thank you. 

mailto:smsattendance@harrisburg.k12.sd.us
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2023-2024 Activities Participation 

For Parents and Athletes entering Grades 7-12 as well as those entering Grade 6 who plan to participate in 
Cross Country or Wrestling: 
 

The South Dakota High School Activities Association (SDHSAA) and the Harrisburg School 
District require certification as to the adequacy of a student’s health for athletic participation. 

• This certification shall be restricted to a duly licensed Doctor of Medicine, Doctor of Osteopathy, 
Doctor of Chiropractic, licensed physician’s assistant, or licensed nurse practitioner. 

• All exams must be signed by authorized medical personnel as listed above. 
• Stamping the name of a medical clinic or a medical association as a substitute for the Doctor’s 

signature is unacceptable. 
• Physicals taken in the spring for the ensuing school term shall be taken after April 1. 

o For example, a physical taken on or after April 1, 2023, is valid for the 2023-24 school year. 
o A physical taken on March 1, 2023, expires on July 1, 2023, and is NOT valid for the 2023-24 

school year. 
To meet the requirements of the SDHSAA and the District, please follow the steps below. Once all 
steps are complete you are cleared to participate. Again, this process MUST be completed, and 
forms MUST be submitted to the HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES OFFICE prior to the first day of your 
sport’s season. 

CLICK HERE FOR SEASON START DATES AND MEETING DATES!! 

Please complete these steps prior to the first day of practice to be cleared to participate in your 
activity! 

Step 1: Athletes fill out the  Pre-participation Physical Evaluation HISTORY FORM. Take 
the HISTORY FORM and the SDHSAA PHYSICAL EXAMINATION FORM to an authorized medical 
provider (listed above) for a physical exam.  

Step 2: Athletes and Parents fill out the  Parental and Student Medical Consent and Concussion 
Awareness Forms required by the SDHSAA and the District.  

Step 3: Once you have you have completed Steps 1 & 2, you may submit the forms in one of two 
ways: 

• Turn in ALL forms to the Harrisburg High School Office. (DO NOT turn forms in at any 
Middle School or Elementary School Office!) 

• E-mail an electronic copy of ALL forms to Samantha.Gonzalez@harrisburg.k12.sd.us 
•  

INCOMPLETE MATERIAL WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED, PLEASE MAKE SURE THE ENTIRE PACKET IS 
COMPLETE. 

https://southmiddleschool.harrisburgdistrict41-2.org/o/high-school/page/athletics-practices-meeting-dates
https://u345601.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=uTjdnN0gkuj5mIDU5MLOXspdq3lGVTymWQLxvEoT7GqP646zIRgSwZUwpZsGWvotQ1VIOaLB0cBOpwGAn0nhS31pgPcxg5BKpURsYKy3MXxPKELJKZXmJNnd5n-2BzyR-2B6eyhCc-2BruIMFelrTkIvpgymR-2BHqNwNqvFkZmv4F4kaIdGcdUw86JbIKoMeLS1XFZZiqI0Lb1u29ZSx-2Fnk6wCzVGdj1CsxPRplT33t7lAdYY9CnwD60NhXpLS62Z3Sf-2BHfjgHbSX8ql21cHxIsa5y1dN2XutXyZVVesFz-2BjiR65s1YQURukv-2FgogH6o8-2Fo6iBu-2FxSXaIbkdq4qRBEclWPV4GnsfgMlJqyjsjQ-2FtHM-2F9LmgeKTFJRgEgd07dUZtBCADE2EKrzbtvhtu-2FjPMXi1RdH-2Bt3VR4yiNQI-2BLUrXI14x1W-2FLsJNxWDGM0hgGD7BBxDRAJWacWHmQmfgZzSGDpAU7MzP9b4hOyQagmLkHAYug6nQrfm5ULUN4EMjjOifeEUWR3f1NYWxUSMT-2BGzKDGOvNTk0ZMY4-2B4pvp-2BYoivYbUFvpU-2BEs0cVAQo60XhYIIK9JbFRusCUlWM-2FMSGtJztZA6y7jNYk-2FxL0xb78LyZGo6yYEoBtCmSxUpVDtY2gp2oduZiM_xAaQ0fENsHjFyXJF5AHJQqf5VZO4kER3BHZ5AMlWLKIJdG-2B74-2Bt81sGA5CAw0n6biW1dQWV5qoKuS5vA88z6Jjb35LzrwZU1uKR8y9Id6qk4FGzenfHeHRmN0zV9Zch7i7pftsNM14kMG95MMOV5gopFq1YH1Hd6rWeER225uFpUaKi8dsChYyVG-2Fzkpp4VfpxmaXyE0gTOzcyv9dGS8k-2BBfZESWIaxcFYtTIQX2iwCOT2EcZd3MHxoAdsqxgZuNEr27arPWRQ1HGHOzlyaJu7KY-2FKPLLabz70cchYZVjLU-3D
https://5il.co/1u6yy
https://5il.co/1u6yw
https://5il.co/1u6yw
mailto:Samantha.Gonzalez@harrisburg.k12.sd.us
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6th GRADE REQUIREMENTS 
 

South Dakota law requires all 6th grade students to get: 
 

One dose of Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis (Tdap)   
vaccine on or after the 11th birthday 
 

One dose of Meningococcal (MCV4) vaccine on               
or after the 11th birthday 

 
Please provide your child’s immunization record to the nurse 
no later than October 1, 2022.  Your child may be denied entry 
to school if these immunizations are not completed. If you 
are in need of an exemption form, please contact Deb 
Backman, at 743-2567 ext. 5205.  
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FREE PRESCHOOL
Learn more and apply at

or text us at 60 5-595-3344

Scan

for more

information

NowAvailable inHarrisburg
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and Treatment

 

  

Individual Activities
(NOT RECOMMENDED)

Daily

Weekly
(RECOMMENDED)

Turn Off Notifications

Choose

Personalize Your Notification Preferences

Receive Notifications on

WATCH:
 Change Notification

Settings & Set Up Alerts 

Set Notification Preferences

Set Alerts for a Student

Getting Too Many Notifications?
You can personalize your notification preferences through the Harrisburg School District Canvas
platform. We strongly recommend you limit your notifications to a weekly summary email of
your student's progress in their classes. 
In your computer browser, log into Canvas, click Account > Notifications to set your notification
preferences.
Choose an observed student's name. Check the box for Show Name of Observed Students In
Notifications.
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Aug 14 New Teacher In-Service

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Aug 15 New Staff In-Service

1     1 2 3 4 5 Aug 16 All Staff In-Service 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Revised 04-20-2023 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Aug 17 Instructional Staff  In-Service

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Aug 21 Orientation Day Kg-8th Grade

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Aug 22 Teacher Flex Work Day (.5)

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30 31 Aug 23 Orientation Day 9th - 12th Grade

30 31 Aug 24 First day of classes

Sep 4 No School

Sep 20 2 Hour Early Release - PLC In-Service

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Sep 29 Homecoming- Early Release

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2 Oct 3 P/T Conferences 3:30-7:30pm- 9th-12th Grade

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Oct 6 In-Service/PLC Day- No School 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Oct 9 No School

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 Oct 23 P/T Conferences 3:30-7:30pm- K-8th Grade

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 Oct 25 P/T Conferences 3:30-7:30pm- K-8th Grade

31 Oct 20 End of the 1st Quarter

Oct 27 No School- Comp Day 

Nov 8 2 Hour Early Release - PLC In-Service

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Nov 22 No School

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 Nov 23 No School

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Nov 24 No School

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Dec 22 2 Hour Early Release for Christmas Break

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 Dec 25-31 No School

28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 Jan 1 No School

31 Jan 2 In-Service/PLC Day- No School 

Jan 3 Classes resume 

Jan 12 End of the 1st Semester

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Jan 15 In-Service/PLC Day- No School 

1 2 3 4 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 Feb 12 P/T Conferences 3:30-7:30pm- 9th-12th Grade

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Feb 16 No School

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Feb 19 No School

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Feb 28 2 Hour Early Release - PLC In-Service

26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Mar 13 End of the 3rd Quarter

30 Mar 14 No School

Mar 15 No School

SNOW MAKE-UP DATES: Mar 29 No School

The first and second snow days will not be made up. If a third snow day occurs by March 1st,  Apr 1 No School

the third snow day will be made up on April 26th. The fourth snow day will be made up on May 23rd and the Apr 26 No School 

fifth snow day will be made up on May 24th. May 12 Graduation 

 May 22 Last day of School 

If a third snow day occurs after March 1st, the third snow day will be made up May 23rd and the fourth May 23 Teacher Work Day (.5)

snow day will be made up on May 24th.   

Any additional snow days will be up to the discretion of the Harrisburg School Board.

Harrisburg School District 41-2

December 23

July 23 August 23

September 23 October 23 November 23

Events

May 24 June 24 July 24 August 24

January 24 February 24 March 24 April 24

2023-2024
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Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Jan 15 In-Service/PLC Day- No School 

1 2 3 4 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 Feb 12 P/T Conferences 3:30-7:30pm- 9th-12th Grade

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Feb 16 No School
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the third snow day will be made up on April 26th. The fourth snow day will be made up on May 23rd and the Apr 26 No School 
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If a third snow day occurs after March 1st, the third snow day will be made up May 23rd and the fourth May 23 Teacher Work Day (.5)

snow day will be made up on May 24th.   

Any additional snow days will be up to the discretion of the Harrisburg School Board.

Harrisburg School District 41-2
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