
‭News From The Middle‬
‭February 14th, 2024‬

‭UPCOMING EVENTS…‬

‭●‬ ‭Wednesday, February 14th‬
‭○‬ ‭8th Grade High School course requests due!‬

‭●‬ ‭Thursday, February 15th‬
‭○‬ ‭Orders for Neurodiversity T-shirts are due by 4:00 pm - please see‬

‭flier and link below‬

‭●‬ ‭Friday, February 16th‬
‭○‬ ‭NO SCHOOL‬
‭○‬ ‭Varsity Boys Wrestling SDHSAA Region @ Brandon Valley HS‬

‭2:00pm‬

‭●‬ ‭Monday, February 19th‬
‭○‬ ‭NO SCHOOL - Presidents Day‬
‭○‬ ‭Spring Sports informational meeting at Harrisburg HS PAC 6:30 pm‬

‭■‬ ‭Girl’s Golf‬
‭■‬ ‭Boy’s Tennis‬
‭■‬ ‭Girl’s Softball‬

‭●‬ ‭Thursday, February 22nd‬
‭○‬ ‭8th Grade Boys Basketball A-B vs. East MS @ NMS 4:15 pm‬
‭○‬ ‭8th Grade Boys Basketball C-D @ East MS 4:15 pm‬
‭○‬ ‭Varsity Boys & Girls State Wrestling @ Denny Sanford 10:00 am‬
‭○‬ ‭8th Grade High School class registration‬

‭●‬ ‭Friday, February 23rd‬
‭○‬ ‭Varsity Boys & Girls State Wrestling @ Denny Sanford 9:30 am‬

‭●‬ ‭Saturday, February 24th‬
‭○‬ ‭Varsity Boys & Girls State Wrestling @ Denny Sanford 10:00 am‬



‭●‬ ‭Monday, February 26th‬
‭○‬ ‭7th Grade Boys Basketball A-B @ East MS 4:15 pm‬
‭○‬ ‭7th Grade Boys Basketball C-D vs. East @ NMS 4:15 pm‬

‭●‬ ‭Tuesday, February 27th‬
‭○‬ ‭8th Grade Boys Basketball A-B @ Tea Area Intermediate 4:15 pm‬
‭○‬ ‭8th Grade Boys Basketball C-D vs. Tea Area Intermediate @ NMS‬

‭4:15 pm‬

‭●‬ ‭Thursday, February 29th‬
‭○‬ ‭7th Grade Boys Basketball A-B vs. Tea Area @ NMS 4:15 pm‬
‭○‬ ‭7th Grade Boys Basketball C-D @ Tea Area Middle 4:15 pm‬

‭______________________________________________________‬

‭Attendance:‬
‭When your learner is going to be absent, late for school, or has an appointment that will‬
‭require them to leave school; make sure to call the school office at 605.743.2567 ext.‬
‭3008  before 9:00 AM daily or email‬‭NMSAttendance@harrisburg.k12.sd.us‬‭.‬
‭If your learner is going to be out for an extended period of time and/or you would like‬
‭classwork for the day, please let the office know about attendance and contact your‬
‭learner’s advisory teacher for missing work.‬
‭________________________________________________________‬

‭From the Office:‬

‭Snow Day Make Up:‬
‭The 2023 – 2024 Harrisburg School District calendar, approved by the Board of‬
‭Education, included a no school day on April 26th unless a third snow day occurred by‬
‭March 1st.‬‭With our recent snow day, April 26th will now be a school day.‬‭You may view‬
‭the new 24/25 District calendar‬‭here.‬

‭School Lunch Policy Change:‬ ‭In the past, North Middle‬‭School has not allowed‬
‭student lunches to contain food from outside vendors or to have their lunches be‬
‭delivered by outside vendors.  Starting immediately, students may now have food‬
‭prepared by outside vendors, but it‬‭MUST‬‭be delivered by the parent. The office will not‬
‭accept any deliveries from DoorDash, GrubHub etc… Lunch prepared at home is‬
‭always welcome.  Please remember that soft drinks, coffees, and energy drinks are not‬
‭allowed.‬‭Please take time to review our peanut / tree nut policy below in the Nurses‬
‭message.‬

mailto:NMSAttendance@harrisburg.k12.sd.us
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/482/District/3849059/24-25_school_calendar_for_the_public.pdf


‭______________________________________________________________‬

‭From the Nurse / Flu Season / Peanut Policy:‬

‭With cold and flu season underway, please review our exclusion guidelines here‬
‭-‬‭https://www.harrisburgdistrict41-2.org/page/health-information‬

‭Influenza and Influenza-like illness‬‭– students must be fever free for 24 hours without‬
‭fever reducing medication prior to returning to school.‬

‭COVID positive‬‭– please reference the CDC guidelines,‬
‭https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html‬‭or reach out to‬
‭our nurse, Tara Erickson, at ext. 5133 or‬‭tara.erickson@k12.sd.us‬‭.‬

‭Please take a minute to review our Peanut Policy in full -‬ ‭PEANUT/TREE NUT‬
‭POLICY‬‭.‬

‭The school will make a reasonable effort to make sure that peanut/tree nut products will‬
‭not be used by the school in the elementary and middle school lunchrooms, which‬
‭includes products labeled “it may contain...”and will inform parents and students that‬
‭food made with peanuts/tree nuts or products labeled “it may contain... “ will not be‬
‭permitted in student lunches brought in from outside the school lunch program.‬
‭If you have any questions regarding our Peanut Policy please reach out to our school‬
‭nurse,‬‭tara.erickson@k12.sd.us‬‭.‬

‭________________________________________________________‬

‭From PAWS:‬

‭Email -‬‭pawsnorthmiddleschool@gmail.com‬‭.‬
‭Follow on Facebook‬
‭https://www.facebook.com/HarrisburgNorthMiddleSchoolPAWS‬
‭PAWS Meetings 2nd Tuesday of the Month - The next meeting will be‬
‭March 12th @ 6:00 pm in the NMS Library.‬

‭March Staff Appreciation Event‬‭- We love our teachers and staff. To celebrate Pi Day‬
‭(March 14th - 3.14), PAWS is coordinating a staff appreciation event on March 12th‬
‭including PIES!! We need some help to make this happen. If you would like to provide a‬
‭pie, we will include a Sign Up Link in next week's News From The Middle‬‭issue.‬

https://www.harrisburgdistrict41-2.org/page/health-information
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/201645/Peanut-Policy-2016.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/201645/Peanut-Policy-2016.pdf
mailto:tara.erickson@k12.sd.us
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‭Want to help but don't have time to bake or shop? If you would like to donate, PAWS will‬
‭gladly do the shopping. Donations for staff appreciation can be made at‬‭Donate‬‭or using‬
‭QR code below. Please contact Shelley Miller at smiller7501@gmail.com with any‬
‭questions.‬

‭_______________________________________________________‬

‭From the Counselor:‬

‭HNMS Families, this year we will be partnering with the Helpline, to bring a program to‬
‭our school known as Hope Squad.  Hope Squad is a peer-to-peer mentoring suicide‬
‭prevention program.‬
‭https://hopesquad.com‬

‭988 is a national suicide and crisis lifeline. A trained professional will answer calls 24‬
‭hours a day.‬

‭https://988lifeline.org‬

‭Please email or call with additional questions.‬
‭Krista Groeneweg NCSC, NCC, LPC, RPT, LPC-MH Superviser‬
‭Licensed School Counselor‬
‭Harrisburg North Middle School‬
‭605-743-2567 ext. 5178‬

https://staff-appreciation-74561.cheddarup.com/
https://hopesquad.com/
https://988lifeline.org/


‭8th Grade Course Requests due February 14th‬

‭Course requests should be turned into Middle School counselors or to the North Middle‬
‭School office staff by‬‭Wednesday, February 14th.‬

‭High School Class Registration - Thursday, February 22nd‬
‭Middle School learners will register for high school classes on their course request form‬
‭with the high school counselors.‬

‭Please contact the Freshmen Academy counselors with any questions. Thank‬
‭you!‬

‭Sophie Pettinger -‬‭sophie.pettinger@k12.sd.us‬
‭Aryca Lothrop -‬‭aryca.lothrop@k12.sd.us‬

‭Advanced Course Criteria:‬
‭Advanced Classes are available in all three middle schools for learners who meet‬
‭criteria for participation.  See attached document for details.  Parents can refer learners‬
‭who they feel need an additional academic challenge by completing this‬‭Google‬‭form by‬
‭February 15th.‬

‭Harrisburg Middle School Advanced Course Expectations & Criteria for 23/24‬

‭Email additional questions to‬‭laurie.wenger@k12.sd.us‬

mailto:sophie.pettinger@k12.sd.us
mailto:aryca.lothrop@k12.sd.us
https://forms.gle/dTTDcPyBYx1XVRjR8
https://5il.co/2ee2h


‭From the SPED Dept - DEADLINE to order T-Shirts is Thurs 2/15:‬





‭From Oral Interp - There’s still time to sign up!‬



‭_______________________________________________________‬
‭From the Encore Department:‬

‭Are you interested in traveling to Panama with us in 2025 but couldn’t make it to‬
‭the informational meetings? If so, please contact‬‭kylie.lavoy@k12.sd.us‬‭for more‬
‭information.‬

‭________________________________________________________________________‬

‭From the History Department:‬

‭There is still plenty of room to join our trip to Washington, DC to witness the‬
‭Presidential Inauguration!  It is for CURRENT 7‬‭th‬ ‭and 8‬‭th‬ ‭grade students and their‬
‭families: January 18 - 21, 2025‬

‭We will visit all of the National Memorials in Washington, DC,  Holocaust Museum,‬
‭Smithsonian Museums, tours of the White House and Capitol (pending),  Mount‬
‭Vernon, and participate in the Wreath Laying Ceremony at Arlington National‬
‭Cemetery.‬

‭On JANUARY 20th, 2025 we will witness our 47th President taking the Oath of‬
‭Office, and the inaugural address.  We will end the evening with a dinner cruise‬
‭and dance on the Potomac.  We will get a chance to meet other middle schoolers‬
‭from across the country!‬

‭For more information contact: tamra.huffman@k12.sd.us‬
‭Ms. Tamra Jo Huffman, M.A. Ed.‬
‭8th Grade American History‬
‭Harrisburg North Middle School‬
‭2022-2024 Ford's Theatre National Oratory Fellow‬
‭2021 Gilder Lehrman South Dakota History Teacher of the Year‬
‭2019 - 2020 Harrisburg School District Teacher of the Year‬
‭http://huffmanhistory.weebly.com‬

mailto:kylie.lavoy@k12.sd.us
http://huffmanhistory.weebly.com/


‭______________________________________________________________________________‬

‭From Athletic Department:‬

‭ATTENTION 7th & 8th Grade Girls Softball Players!‬

‭If you are‬‭planning‬‭to play or‬
‭thinking‬‭about‬‭playing softball for‬
‭Harrisburg HS‬‭this Spring‬‭, please‬
‭scan this QR Code BY Friday,‬
‭February 23, 2024.‬



‭Spring Athletic Meeting Monday, February 19th:‬

‭If your learner is interested in playing any of the following, please‬
‭attend the parent/athlete meeting on Monday, February 19‬‭th‬ ‭at‬
‭6:30 p.m. at Harrisburg High School in the PAC. This is for BOTH‬
‭the parent and athlete to attend.‬

‭1.‬‭Girls’ Golf‬
‭2.‬‭Boys’ Tennis‬
‭3.‬‭Girls’ Softball‬

‭If your child plans to participate in sports, remember they will need a physical‬
‭on file with the High School‬‭.‬‭Visit here‬‭to access‬‭the physical forms and consent‬
‭forms that need to be filled out. There are‬‭TWO‬‭steps and ALL forms should be‬
‭turned in together to either the High School or to your Learner’s Middle School.‬

https://northmiddleschool.harrisburgdistrict41-2.org/o/high-school/page/fine-arts-athletics-participation








‭Harrisburg North Middle School 2201 W. 95th Street Sioux Falls, SD 57108‬
‭Phone: 605-743-2567 (office extension: 3008) Fax: 605-275-9140 ‬
‭Attendance Email:‬‭NMSAttendance@harrisburg.k12.sd.us‬

‭Like us on Facebook! Harrisburg North Middle School‬
‭Visit our webpage‬‭! ‬‭http://northmiddleschool.harrisburgdistrict41-2.org/ ‬
‭Twitter: Check us out at @H_M_S and #HNMSPride!‬
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