
VIRGINIA: At a regular meeting of the Tazewell County School Board held at the Student Center of the 
Tazewell County Career and Technical Center on January 13, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. 

PRESENT: Irene Mullins, School Board Chair 
Erik Robinson, School Board Vice-Chair 
Chris Moir, Board Member 
Donna Whittington, Board Member 
David Woodard, Board Member 
Dr. Chris Stacy, Division Superintendent 
Deidra Hill, Deputy Superintendent 
Vicki Bailey, Clerk 

Mrs. Moir called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

Unscheduled Agenda Items 

None 

Approval of Agenda 

Mrs. Whittington made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Mrs. Mullins seconded the motion, and 
the Board unanimously approved. 

Closed Session 

Pursuant to section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia, a motion was made by Mrs. Whittington, seconded by Mrs. 
Mullins and passed to convene to a closed session for the purpose of discussing the following specific matters:   

Personnel – Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for employment; 
assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining or resignation of 
employees as authorized by Section 2.2-3711 A 1 of the Code of Virginia. 
Contracts – Discussion of the award of a public contract involving the expenditure of public funds as 
authorized by Section 2.2-3711 A 29 of the Code of Virginia. 
Legal - Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants or attorneys, 
pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal 
advice by counsel as authorized by § 2.2-3711 A 7 of the Code of Virginia. 
Property – Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the 
disposition of publicly held real property as authorized by Section 2.2-3711 A 3 of the Code of Virginia. 
Students – Discussion or consideration of admission or disciplinary matters concerning students as 
authorized by Section 2.2-3711 A 2 of the Code of Virginia. 

Regular Session 

The Board returned to open session. Mrs. Moir called the open session portion of the meeting to order at 6:38 
p.m.

Certification from Closed Session 

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, a roll call vote was taken in which all members affirmed that 
only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meetings, as identified in the motion for closed 
session, were heard, discussed, or considered by the Board. 



 
Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mrs. Moir called for a moment of silence. Mrs. Whittington led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The School Board conducted the annual reorganization as follows: 

Election of Chair 
 
Dr. Stacy called for nominations for School Board chair. Mrs. Whittington made a motion that the Tazewell 
County School Board elect Irene Mullins as School Board Chair for 2025.  Mr. Robinson seconded the motion.  

Dr. Stacy asked if there were any other nominations for School Board Chair. There were no additional 
nominations.  

Mr. Woodard moved to close nominations and elect by acclamation. The Board unanimously approved. 

Election of Vice-Chair 
 
Chair Mullins called for nominations for School Board Vice-Chair.   

Mrs. Whittington made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board elect Mr. Robinson as School Board 
Vice-Chair for 2025.  Mr. Woodard seconded the motion, and the Board unanimously approved. 

Appointment of Clerk and Deputy Clerk 
 
Mr. Woodard made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board appoint Vicki Bailey as School Board Clerk 
and Kayla Myers as Deputy Clerk for 2025. Mrs. Whittington seconded the motion, and the Board unanimously 
approved.  
 
Designation of Time and Place of Meetings 
 
Mrs. Moir made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board designate the Student Center of the Tazewell 
County Career and Technical Center as the location for regular School Board meetings to be held the second 
Monday of each month in 2025, with closed session beginning at 5:00 p.m. and regular session beginning at 6:30 
p.m. Mrs. Whittington seconded the motion, and the Board unanimously approved.  
 
Designation of Individual to Attend Board Meeting in Absence of Superintendent 
 
Mr. Woodard made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board designate the Deputy Superintendent to 
attend School Board meetings in the absence of the Superintendent for 2025.  Vice-Chair Robinson seconded 
the motion, and the Board unanimously approved.  
 
Designation of Fiscal Agent 
 
Vice-Chair Robinson made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board designate the Division 
Superintendent as the Fiscal Agent to examine and approve all just claims and to authorize the payment thereof 
for 2025.  Mrs. Whittington seconded the motion, and the Board unanimously approved.  
 
School Board Appointment for A. Linwood Holton Governor’s School 
 
Mrs. Moir made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board appoint Donna Whittington to be the Board 
representative for A. Linwood Holton Governor’s School for 2025.  Mr. Woodard seconded the motion, and the 
Board unanimously approved.  
 



VSBA Code of Conduct for School Board Members (SEE ATTACHED) 

Mr. Woodard made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board adopt the Code of Conduct for School 
Board members for 2025. Vice-Chair Robinson seconded the motion and the Board approved as follows: 

Woodard – Aye; Vice-Chair Robinson – Aye; Chair Mullins – Aye; Mrs. Whittington – Aye; Mrs. Moir - Aye 

VSBA Code of Conduct for School Board Clerk (SEE ATTACHED) 

Chair Mullins stated Mrs. Bailey had signed the VSBA Code of Conduct for School Board Clerks.  The Code of 
Conduct for Clerks is posted online with the January agenda. 

Designation of Depository of Textbooks 

Mrs. Whittington made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board designate the Tazewell County Career 
and Technical Center as the depository of textbooks for 2025. Vice-Chair Robinson seconded the motion, and 
the Board unanimously approved.   

Consent Agenda  

Mrs. Whittington made a motion to approve items A, B, and C of the consent agenda. Vice-Chair Robinson 
seconded the motion, and the Board unanimously approved. 

Approval of Student Disciplinary Committee Meeting Minutes 

Mrs. Whittington made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board approve the minutes from the 
December 9, 2024 Student Disciplinary Committee meeting. Vice-Chair Robinson seconded the motion, and the 
Board unanimously approved. 

Recognitions and Instructional Focus 

A. Graham High School Recognition, Joanne Young, Principal, Graham High School

 Sophia Robinson – United States Senate Page

 Graham High School Football Team

Mrs. Young shared that Sophia Robinson was chosen to serve as a United States Senate Page during 
the upcoming session in Washington D.C. The US Senate Page Program introduces students to many 
interesting and challenging experiences and allows students to experience a myriad of new ideas and 
perspectives, as well as develop skills in communication and compromise. Senate Pages learn the value 
of public service, while meeting some of our nations most prominent leaders and witnessing first hand 
political debates of the United States Senate. 

The Graham High School Football Team recognition was moved to the February meeting. 

B. Richlands High School Recognitions, Rickie Vencill, Principal, Richlands High School

 Alayna Hankins, Richlands High School Student – All-District Choir
 Samuel E. Horn, Richlands High School Student – Air Force Flight School Scholarship
 Christina Musick – Richlands High School Teacher – WVVA Hometown Hero

The Richlands High School recognitions were moved to the February meeting. 



C. Tazewell County Career and Technical Center Recognitions, Tyler Brooks, Jobs for Virginia Graduates 
Specialist, TCCTC 

 
 Washington Trip – Miranda Brewster and Hope Looney 

 
Mr. Brooks told Board members that Miranda Brewster and Hope Looney were voted in by their peers as the 
president and vice-president of the TCCTC JVG Career Association. Both students applied to be state officers for 
Virginia, and they were two of only nine students in the entire state to be accepted as delegates for the JVG 
State Team. These students were invited to attend a Jobs for American Graduates National Student Leadership 
Academy in Washington, D.C. where they met and networked with other students from all around the nation. 
Hope and Miranda also had a private meeting with Congressman Morgan Griffith to discuss the unemployment 
rate in Southwest Virginia and how they believed this problem could be mitigated by encouraging people to 
work with the JVG program.  
 

 JVG State Competition – Miranda Brewster, Kydalynn Brown, Wes Dudley, Jayla Farmer, Hope 
Looney, Abbigail Wiley-Toler 

 
Mr. Brooks shared that Miranda Brewster, Kydalynn Brown, Wes Dudley and Jayla Farmer would be competing 
in the JVG Ignite Competition. These students made it through district competition and would be competing as a 
team of four in February at the state competition at Radford University to show off their concept of a brand new 
product that they created called the Trek Torch (a concept for a new walking stick like attachment to be used for 
hiking, camping, hunting and other various outdoor activities). 
 
Mr. Brooks said Hope Looney would be competing in the Prepared Speech Competition, where she would be 
giving a speech on how JVG has impacted her and prepared her for the future. 
 
Abbigail Wiley-Toler would be competing in the Career Preparation Competition, where she would give a 
PowerPoint presentation on her chosen career of obstetrics.  
 
If the students win at the state competition in Radford, they will be invited to compete at the national 
competition in Indiana later in the Spring. Mr. Brooks told Board members he was proud of each student, and 
added students like these make coming to work a joy. 
 
D. Virginia School Principals Appreciation Week, January 12-18, 2025 Deidra Hill, Deputy Superintendent 
 
Ms. Hill stated Virginia School Principals Week was a time to honor the dedication of school principals. Principals 
are more than leaders; they are the heart of the schools. Principals work in partnership with teachers, staff, 
students and families to foster a productive learning environment and to guide students toward their dreams 
and possibilities. Ms. Hill shared that the certificate of recognition for Virginia School Principals Appreciation 
Week from Governor Youngkin had been posted on the website with the agenda.  
 
E. National School Counseling Week, February 3 – 7, 2025, Deidra Hill, Deputy Superintendent 
 
Mrs. Hill shared that National School Counseling Week was always observed the first full week of February. This 
week takes place every year to bring to the public’s notice the priceless contribution of school counselors. 
National School Counseling Week highlights the significant impact school counselors have in aiding students 
during their school years, such as assisting with college and scholarship applications, and also their careers. 
 
Hearing of Citizens 
 
None 
 
Hearing of Employees 
 



None 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
None 
 
New Business 

 
A. Approval of the Appalachian Volleyball Officials Association Agreement, James McGee, Director of 

Secondary Education (SEE ATTACHED) 
 
Mr. McGee asked Board members for approval of the Appalachian Volleyball Officials Association Agreement for 
the period of July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2027. He advised the agreement remained the same except for a $20 
increase in fees for the two-man crew that would officiate games. 
 
Mr. Woodard made a motion that the Tazewell County School Board approve the Appalachian Volleyball 
Officials Association Agreement for the period of July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2027. Vice-Chair Robinson 
seconded the motion, and the Board unanimously approved. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 

 
A. Superintendent’s Update, Dr. Chris Stacy, Division Superintendent 
 
Dr. Stacy shared various school updates, some of which included: 

 This school year seemed to have the longest Christmas break in history. He told Board members there 
were still roads covered with snow and ice. Dr. Stacy advised he had been working with VDOT 
employees to clear some of the roads that were still covered.  

 Budget season was just around the corner. 
 
Dr. Stacy expressed thanks to Mrs. Moir and Mrs. Whittington for serving as chair and vice-chair during 2024. He 
congratulated Chair Mullins and Vice-Chair Robinson on being selected to serve during 2025. 
 
Board Member Comments 
 
Mrs. Moir congratulated Chair Mullins and Vice-Chair Robinson and said she looked forward to their leadership. 
Mrs. Moir congratulated Sophia Robinson on being selected as a United States Senate Page, and said she looked 
forward to hearing about her time in Washington, D.C. Mrs. Moir wished all of the TCCTC students the best of 
luck at the next level of competition. Mrs. Moir said the school division was blessed with incredible principals 
and assistant principals, and that the success of the schools was a direct reflection of their leadership. She 
expressed appreciation for the school counselors and the wonderful job they do. Mrs. Moir said she appreciated 
the time and energy Dr. Stacy put into the decisions regarding school schedule during inclement weather, and 
said he had 100% support from her on those decisions.  
 
Mrs. Whittington thanked Mrs. Moir for her excellent services as chair of the School Board. She congratulated 
Chair Mullins and Vice-Chair Robinson, and said she looked forward to working with them. Mrs. Whittington 
acknowledged principals and assistant principals have a tough job, and she thanked them for everything they do 
for the students. She expressed appreciation to school counselors for doing an excellent job. Mrs. Whittington 
congratulated Sophia Robinson and said she looked forward to hearing great things from her. She applauded the 
TCCTC students, and said she was excited to hear about the state competition. 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Woodard agreed with the comments of fellow Board members. He congratulated Chair Mullins and Vice-
Chair Robinson and thanked them for being willing to serve. Mr. Woodard thanked Mrs. Moir and Mrs. 
Whittington for the outstanding job leading the Board in 2024. 

Vice-Chair Robinson thanked Mrs. Moir and Mrs. Whittington for their great job in leadership this past year.  He 
wished the best of luck to the TCCTC students in the upcoming state competition. Vice-Chair Robinson thanked 
principals, assistant principals, and counselors and said the school division was very lucky to have them. He 
stated he was very proud of Sophia for being one of 30 students in the country to be chosen for the United 
States Senate Page Program. 

Chair Mullins agreed with the comments of fellow Board members. She congratulated all of the students 
recognized during the meeting. Chair Mullins thanked the principals and assistant principals for all they do for 
students. She expressed appreciation to all of the directors, supervisors and managers of Central Office for doing 
a great job. Chair Mullins said she appreciated Dr. Stacy and all the decisions he had to make each day. She 
thanked Mrs. Moir and Mrs. Whittington for their leadership during 2024.   

Mr. Woodard made a motion to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. Vice-Chair Robinson seconded the motion, and the Board 
unanimously approved. 

The official signed minutes are filed with the Clerk at the Tazewell County School Board Office, 506 Jeffersonville Street, Tazewell, Virginia 24651.

_________________________________________________ ____________________________________
B. Irene Mullins, School Board Chair Date

__________________________________________________ ____________________________________
Vicki Bailey, School Board Clerk Date

Approved by the School Board: February 10, 2025


















