
A message from Dr. Rayne

Dear Families and Community Members,

As the holiday season approaches, we find ourselves more than
halfway through Semester 1. We are proud to celebrate our fall
sports season, which culminated in a State Championship title in
Field Hockey! As winter sports get underway, we’re excited to
support our student-athletes in basketball, cheerleading, indoor
track, and swimming. At Pocomoke High School, our goal is for
every student to be involved in something positive. We encourage you to support your child in
exploring the many clubs, organizations, and sports available to them.

We also want to ensure that every student has a "person"—a staff member they can turn to for help,
encouragement, or simply a supportive conversation. Please take a moment to ask your child who
their "One" is. Reflecting on my own school experience, I remember the significant impact my 11th-
grade English teacher had on me. Every student deserves to feel that their school community is
rooting for them and believes in their potential. If your child has not yet identified a trusted staff
member, please reach out to us, and we will work with you to ensure they have the support they
need.

To keep families and community members informed about events, daily activities, and scholarship
opportunities, we encourage you to follow Pocomoke High School on social media. Stay connected
with us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. You can find us on Facebook by searching for
Pocomoke High School, PHS. Additionally, we invite you to follow thisTwitter handles for updates
on events, after-school programs, and more: @phswarriors1957. On Instagram, follow
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@pocoschoolcounseling and @phswarriors. Our website, phs.worcesterk12.org, serves as a central
hub for news and resources. We hope these platforms enhance communication and help us stay
connected with our families and community.

We are also thrilled to host Community Tribe Time on December 18th from 3:45-5:45 PM. During
this time, parents can conference with teachers, meet community partners, access valuable
resources, and enjoy a delicious meal. At 6:00 PM, we will host our Winter Concert, showcasing the
incredible talents of our Band, Band Front, and Chorus. Our Performing Arts Department has been
working hard to prepare a spectacular performance, and we can’t wait to share it with you.

On behalf of our faculty, staff, and administration, I wish you all a peaceful, restful, and renewing
holiday season. As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or
suggestions so that we can continue to provide the best possible experience for the Pocomoke
community.

Sincerely,
Jenifer Rayne
Principal
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Honor Roll - Quarter 1

We are thrilled to announce that a remarkable total of 258 students have earned their place on the
Honor Roll and Distinguished Honor Roll for Quarter 1!

Honor Roll (GPA of 3.0 - 3.4)…Recognizing those who have shown outstanding academic
achievement with a GPA between 3.0 and 3.4.

Distinguished Honor Roll (GPA of 3.5 and above)…Celebrating our top scholars with a GPA of 3.5
and above!

With 70% of our student population achieving Honor Roll status, this incredible accomplishment
reflects the hard work, dedication, and perseverance of our students and the unwavering support of
our educators and families.

Keep up the fantastic work, everyone! We are so proud!
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Design and Photography students are reminded to begin compiling their portfolio as they are due
on exam day.

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) recently traveled to Bel Air High School to compete at
the Regional Leadership Conference. We had seventeen students qualify for the FBLA State
Competition that will be held in February in Baltimore. These students will compete in categories
such as Public Speaking, Personal Finance, Organizational Leadership, Agribusiness and many
more. FBLA is the largest business career and technical student organization in the world with over
220,000 members and strives to help make members become community-minded business
leaders.
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LION KING rehearsals will continue in December. LION KING
rehearsals will not be held every day, though, please see Mrs.
Hudson or Whit for specifics.

LION KING JR will open on 2/7/25 at 7 PM.

WARRIOR CODE
COURAGE * ACHIEVEMENT * PERSEVERANCE * SCHOLARSHIP

#4Tribes1School
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Tribes Give Back

During the month of November, students and staff donated canned
food for the annual food drive. The winning tribe that donated the
most items was ELEVARE!! The ELEVARE Tribe earned 20 points!
Everyone did an amazing job, and all efforts are greatly appreciated!
2nd Place – Vincere (15 Points)
3rd Place – Integritas (10 Points)
4th Place – Fortis (5 Points)

VIP LOUNGE: December 6th

The Tribe that earned the most points for Positive Behaviors and
demonstrating the Warrior Code: CAPS during November was...

ELEVARE
This Tribe will enjoy the VIP Lounge featuring DOMINO’S Pizzas & Sweet Treats, music, games and
fun during Your60!

TOYS for TOTS

Pocomoke High School will be collecting unwrapped Toys until
December. Each toy that is donated will earn 5 Tribe points! Please
support this amazing cause and send in an unwrapped toy to help
make a child’s Christmas special.

Holiday Tribe Trees
The Annual Tribe Tree Competition is under way! Each Tribe will
decorate a tree in their Tribe color and then make special
ornaments with inspirational messages on them to spread holiday
cheer and joy. Trees will be on display in the Main Hall. Points will
be awarded for each ornament created.

FAFSA is OPEN! If your SENIOR is tossing the idea of college, trade
school or university to further education (post-high school),
complete the Financial Aid Application.
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
*The sooner both the student and parent have applied, financial

packages can be processed for forward planning*
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**Feel free to reach out to Mrs. Creese if you have questions, need assistance or just want to help
your student plan for post-secondary plans (College, Military, Trade School or Work-Force).

12/10/24 PHS FAFSA Night: 330-530
(School Counselor available for assistance)

1/14/25 Wor-Wic FAFSA Night: 430-630
(Presentation on Scholarship, Loans, Financial Literacy)

Maryland Aid Can be applied for -AFTER FAFSA- is completed. We will focus on this application in
January.

Stay tuned for more updates, and feel free to reach out to the School Counseling Office with any
questions!

PHS School Counseling team:
Mrs. Charlene Creese: PHS school counselor for grades 11 and 12; assists students in
preparing for their futures and achieving their post-secondary goals.
Mrs. Veronica Hayes: PHS school counselor for grades 9 and 10; supporting students as they
navigate their high school journey.
Mrs. Melanie Aydelotte: PHS Guidance secretary, assists with enrollment processes and
provides PowerSchool support to our students and families.
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Afterschool Academy

Time is just flying by. We have a short break before session 2 of Afterschool Academy begins.
Session 2 runs from 1/6-3/6, Mondays through Thursdays (dismissal-4:45PM). We will once again
be having AFTER Afterschool Academy from 4:45-6:45. AFTER Afterschool Academy does not offer
transportation home. There is no Academy on early dismissal days or on 1/13 and 2/24. Please use
the QR code or link to register for session 2. Please note that there are two different registrations.
Students can register for just one or both. We look forward to another session of great offerings
that incorporate learning and fun.

Check out just some of our offerings:
Cool Eats
Mathletes
Legal Interns
Archery
Health & Wellness
Legos

remove_red_eye38

https://secure.smore.com/app?s=logo


Tutoring
3D Printing
Gaming/Esports/D&D
Arts & Crafts
Sewing
Ladies’ Club
Chess
Work with various community partners

https://forms.office.com/r/jEGcEEh2Mk

MCJROTC News
MARINE CORPS JARGON!
Parents/Guardians please quiz your Cadet what the following word
or phrase means, “Scuttlebutt”

SIGNIFICANT NOVEMBER EVENTS:
· November 10th, Marine Corps Birthday Ceremony – On Thur, 7
Nov, we celebrated the Marine Corps’ 249th Birthday at Pocomoke
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High School.
· Joint Leadership Academic Bowl (JLAB) – Two teams of six JROTC Academic Team Cadets
competed in an online Level I competition (including reading/grammar, current events, math,
science, and military knowledge) against the rest of the JROTCs across the nation. Results are
pending. If either or both of the teams make the cut, then testing for Level II will take place in
February 2025.
· Bataan Death March! – On 16 Nov, eight of our Cadets participated in a 14-Mile memorial hike
through the Pocomoke State Forest, hosted by the Army National Guard.
· National Honor Society! – On 20 November, Cadets Kyleigh McCann, Kenae’ Cooper-Holland,
Curtis Broadwater Jr., and Julian White were inducted into the esteemed National Honor Society.
Congratulations and job well done!
· Pocomoke JROTC Marksmanship/Air Rifle Match – On 23 November, PHS hosted a shoulder-to-
shoulder marksmanship match welcoming Bensalem and Delaware Military Academy cadets in
competition. Great job and great competition – Kudos! to our marksman: Kalen Lin, Adrian Stowe,
Alex Delgado, Jacob Shepherd, and Logan Cullen.
· Virginia Tech Cadet Brief – On 26 November, Virginia Tech and former PHS MCJROTC Cadet
Campbell Shay, presented a brief on the college, history, and life of a VT Cadet.
· CMP JROTC Marksmanship/Air Rifle Match – On 29 November, PHS participated in a virtual
(postal) marksmanship competition against the rest of the JROTCs across the nation. Great job
and Kudos! to our marksman: Kalen Lin, Adrian Stowe, Alex Delgado, Jacob Shepherd, and Kanye
Reid.

NOVEMBER thru JANUARY (2025) SCHEDULED EVENTS:
· Haircut Day(s) – Scheduled for 10 December (2024) and 7 January (2025).
· Promotions – Promotion testing has completed! Promotion formation will take place at 0715 on
Thursday, December 12th in our small gymnasium. All are welcome to attend.
· Parade Season Pocomoke! – On 2 Dec, Cadets will participate in the Pocomoke City XMAS
Parade.
· Parade Season Ocean City! – On 5 Dec, Cadets will participate in the Ocean City XMAS Parade.
· Parade Season Berlin! – On 7 Dec, Cadets will participate in the Berlin City XMAS Parade.
· Parade Season Snow Hill! – On 9 Dec, Cadets will participate in the Snow Hill XMAS Parade.
· First Year Cadet Drill Competition! – On 14 Dec, First Year Cadets will participate in our annual
Drill Team Competition at Pocomoke High School. All families our invited, encouraged, and
welcomed to attend.
· JROTC Annual XMAS Party! – On 20 Dec 2024, all unit cadets are invited to stay after release for
the holiday break (half-day) from 1200-1500 to bond and celebrate Christmas. Plenty of games,
movies, music, snacks and gifts to go around!
· JROTC Marksmanship/Air Rifle Matches – Tis the season, Marksmanship Matches will be held at
various locations during the month of January and February. Stay Tuned for details on those that
PHS JROTC may compete in!
· Drill Competitions – Drill Season is nearly upon us! Stay Tuned for details on drill competitions
that PHS JROTC may compete in between the months of January thru April!
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· Stay Tuned! - Orienteering Competitions – orienteering is a physical fitness competition that
includes running and applied map skills looking for markers across various terrains. Our goal is to
travel and compete approximately once a month!

WEEKLY FORMATIONS: Marine Corps JROTC Formations take place EVERY Wednesday (or
Thursday) morning in the small gymnasium at 0710. Please see weekly schedule published on
Remind each weekend. ALL Cadets should have proper grooming & hygiene, and be present in their
Marine Corps camouflage utility uniform, which we have provided to them. Please contact
Instructors with any questions or concerns.

JROTC EXTRA-CURRICULARS (TRACKS): Practices for all of our extracurricular activities are
scheduled throughout the week before school from 0645-0745, during Your60 from 1100-1200, or
after school from 1500-1630. This will allow ALL cadets to participate in at least one extracurricular
activity from one of the following areas that interest him or her the most: Physical Fitness,
Marksmanship, Drill Team, and/or Academics.

HAIRCUTS & GROOMING STANDARDS: Any questions or concerns regarding the haircut and
grooming standards please give one of the instructors a call. Cadets are required to have their
haircut in accordance with the standards and regulations outlined by the Marine Corps JROTC
Program. We have a professional barber/hair stylist available that comes to our school and
supports our program and cadets about once a month. There is absolutely no cost to the student
for this program requirement. Cadets “may” get their haircuts at home, we just ask they coincide
with our monthly scheduled haircuts so that all cadets remain in unison. Lastly, we do take program
donations, but ask that you not send money in with your cadet unless discussing with one of the
instructors in advance.

COMMUNITY SERVICE & COLOR GUARD: Events vary from month to month and are conducted
regularly throughout the calendar year. Community service hours are a VERY important part of our
program, contributing to school graduation requirements, and often transferring to support student
government service-learning hours. Additionally, service hours and credit earned for cadet
involvement count towards promotions to the next rank and help cadets earn various ribbons or
awards to be presented at our end of the school year awards ceremony. Finally, Color Guard cadets
will gain invaluable experience that may support the drill team during competitions locally and on
field trips. Please encourage your cadets to see one of the instructors for more information if they
are interested in learning about this vitally important aspect of our program.

IT IS NEVER TOO LATE! If at any time throughout the school year there are ANY 9th thru 12th grade
students are interested in joining our JROTC Program, please contact one of the Guidance
Counselors or speak to one of the Marine Corps Instructors at your earliest convenience.

JROTC REMIND Messaging: Cadet Parents, please join our Pocomoke MCJROTC REMIND group by
texting @BFBEAA to 81010, so that you may stay well-informed of all unit activities/events and
announcements from week to week.
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QUESTIONS: If at any time you have questions or concerns, please call us at the school at (410)
632-5200. You may also reach us directly on our cell phones: Gunner Chris Muni at (301) 848-6116
or ctmuni@worcesterk12.org, and Gunnery Sergeant Michael Towns at (757) 647-8009.

Semper Fidelis!
Chris Muni

Chief Warrant Officer-4, USMC, Retired.
Senior Marine Instructor – Pocomoke High School

Mike Towns
Gunnery Sergeant, USMC, Retired

Marine Instructor – Pocomoke High School

2023-2024 / 2024-2025 Yearbooks

Personal Ads for graduates are on sale. Local businesses can order
ads as well. To pre-order a 24-25 yearbook or to buy a personal ad
for your graduating senior, direct your browser to :
http://jostensyearbooks.com?ref=A03371600 or scan the QR code.

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA:
The 2024-2025 Yearbook can be pre-ordered for $67, online, at the
link or QR code.

Or you can pre-order the 2024-2025 yearbook in room 208, from a yearbook staffer or from Whit
for a small discount. Pre-order in person for $60, this presale offer will not last long.

2024-2025 ACT & SAT Test Dates

SAT / Cost - $68 – www.collegeboard.org
March 8, 2025
May 3, 2025
June 7, 2025

ACT / Cost - $69 – www.act.org
February 8, 2025
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December 2024
12/02 = Pocomoke Christmas Parade
12/05 = Berlin Christmas Parade
12/07 = Ocean City Christmas Parade
12/09 = Snow Hill Christmas Parade
12/13 = Mid Terms Issued
12/18 = Community Tribe Time/Parent Conferences
12/18 = Band/Chorus Concert
12/20 = Half Day AM (Blocks 1 and 2)
12/23-12/31 = Schools Closed: Winter Break

January 2025
01/01 = Schools Closed: Winter Break
01/14 = Winter Blood Drive
01/17 = Senior Portraits Retakes
01/20 = Closed: MLK Day
01/24 = End of Second Marking Period
01/31 = Report Cards Issued

MISSION STATEMENT
Pocomoke High School will provide a rigorous learning environment where all students are
encouraged and given the tools to be successful, resilient learners and productive, compassionate,
culturally competent citizens.

VISION STATEMENT
Upon graduation, every student will demonstrate readiness for college or a career through a post-
secondary education plan that facilitates life-long success.

WARRIOR CODE
The Warrior Code was developed as a way to promote the beliefs that are at the foundation of
Pocomoke High School: A highly structured learning environment and high behavioral and
academic expectations create an environment where students can excel at the highest levels. The
Warrior Code can be easily remembered by the acronym “CAPS,” which stands for Courage,
Achievement, Perseverance, and Scholarship. We are expected to honor the Warrior Code at all
times, inside and outside the walls of Pocomoke High School.
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