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NEWS RELEASE

January 31, 2024

For more information contact:
Dr. Laura Noel, Superintendent
Email: Inoel@ssd11.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TEACHER PLACED ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE

SOMERTON, ARIZONA (January 31, 2024) — The district administration was made aware of an
incident involving a teacher on campus yesterday afternoon. The teacher was immediately
placed on administrative leave pending an investigation. We value the safety of our staff and
students and took proper measures, allowing the corresponding authorities to conduct

their investigation.

The school administration is working with the Human Resource Department and our
Superintendent's office on this sensitive situation. We take any allegations of misconduct very
seriously. We are committed to maintaining a safe and nurturing environment for our students,
and any actions that compromise their safety will not be tolerated.

The Somerton Middle School teacher was later booked into Yuma County Detention Center by
the Somerton Police Department for aggravated assault on a minor. Upon learning of the
arrest, Somerton School District administration immediately initiated internal procedures to
address the situation. The teacher will continue to be out on administrative leave pending
further investigation, and appropriate actions will be taken in accordance with our school
policies and local laws. We appreciate the swift response and cooperation of law enforcement
authorities in handling this matter.

We understand that this news may be distressing for our school community, and we want to
assure parents, students, and staff that we are committed to providing a safe and secure
learning environment for all our students. We will continue to keep the school community
informed as the situation develops and will take all necessary steps to address this incident
appropriately.
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