
From the Desk of Rabbi M 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 pm 74:6הדלקת נרות -ראש השנה   

Happy Judgement Day! 

  

Rosh Hoshana has always been a bit of a quandary to me. On one hand, we dress in our finest 
clothes, eat special foods and are generally required to be b’simcha (V’samachta b’chagecha). 
On the complete other hand, it is our day of judgement. In the Rosh Hashana Mussaf we 
read Unetaneh Tokef.  This is a chilling description of the judgement process as well as the vari-
ous, highly unpleasant, mechanisms in which Hashem may execute his perfect Judgement. And 
mere moment’s later, we are eating a meal and singing. 

When we speak about judgement we can honestly say, there is judgment and then there’s 
Judgement. Thinking about a regular courtroom in America, we conjure pictures of a judge in his 
black robes, a defendant at one table with his lawyer and a prosecutor at another table. The 
prosecutor presents evidence before the judge and the defense will defend the accused. Howev-
er, Hashem’s courtroom is a little different in that Hashem doesn’t need to see evidence. He is 
well aware of all of our thoughts and actions throughout the year, very much like a video camera 
following us around with us narrating our own lives! You can get the best lawyers in the world, 
they wouldn’t do you much good. We are basically skipping right to the sentencing portion of 
the trial! 

So how are we supposed to be b’simcha in the face of indefensible judgement? The answer is in 
the very end of the paragraph of Unetaneh Tokef.  וּתְשׁוּבָה וּתְפִלָה וּצְדָקָה מַעֲבִירִין אֶת רֹעַ הַגְזֵרָה– 
Teshuva, prayer and Tzedaka removes the evil decree! That’s our out! We have options! We 
can’t go back and undo our mistakes, however, we do have a formula for correcting our mistakes 
and increasing heavenly mercy. Not only do we have these three mechanism’s for removing our 
sentences, we also have another gift from Hashem that he taught Moshe after the Chait Haegel, 
the .שְׁלוֹשׁ־עֶשְרֵה מִידּוֹת הַרַחֲמִים  These 13 attributes of mercy are a powerful formula to invoke 
Hashem’s mercy which we hope will bring us forgiveness. Not only do we have these tools on 
Rosh Hashona, we are given the opportunity to do teshuva for another 10 days! 

Hashem knows we aren’t perfect, he created us, he’s pretty familiar with our limitations. He is 
also familiar with our potential. We have the potential to correct our ways. Potential to make 
meaningful changes in our lives. Potential to refine ourselves. Potential to grow closer to Ha-
shem. This is why, in the end, it’s a Happy Judgement Day! 

Wishing everyone a K'siva v'chasima tova and a Shana Tova. 

Natan Mandelbaum 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Rebecca Kenigsberg- September 1  

 Hannah Madnick– September 11 

Tehila Fleischer– September 17  

Lilah Adina Husarsky– September 25 

Tzom Gedalia– 1/2 day  September 18  

Parent– Teacher Orientation  
Pre1a– 8th grade 

September 19  

Yom Kippur– NO SCHOOL  September 25 

 



 

 
 

 
  
 

Pre1a Newsletter….. 
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Shulamith Snapshots 



 

 Baking honey cake for Rosh Hashana!  
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3rd grade is reviewing fact families! 
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2nd grade learning odd and even numbers with Morah 
Amy!  

1st Grade Mailing Shana Tova Cards and  
Painting A Rosh Hashana Project  
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