
GMS Parents, and Guardians,

I’ve rarely been so shocked into action, as a parent and educator, as I was after
watching this podcast from the author of “The Anxious Generation,” Jonathan
Haidt. If you really want to know know what to do about Cell Phones, Social 
Media, and your child’s development into a healthy and thriving young adult, 
watch this podcast. The facts shared will shock you, challenge your mindset on 
your middle schooler’s use of, and limits on, social media and smartphones, and 
help you learn ways to build in more time for free play and independence. I hope 
the video makes a positive impact on you and your family. Learn more about free 
play and independence for kids at home at LetGrow.org.

May you have a Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and 
wonderful Holidays!

Nathan O’Dell
Principal, Geneseo Middle School

Severe and Winter Weather Tips
- Prepare your middle schooler by dressing warm and bringing a coat. *Recess is
outdoors if it feels like 10 degrees or warmer, and it’s getting cold fast!
- If school is dismissed early due to inclement weather, all GMS after school
activities and programs are also cancelled.

The rest of the story… 
Pgs 2 & 3 Life at GMS, Student Spotlight, and Important Parent Info 
Pg 4 GMS & Geneseo Police Department “Holiday Toy Drive”
Pg 5 Family Resources and Supports during the Holiday Season
Pg 6 “Erin’s Law” Parent and Guardian Notification
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Important Dates

View our online school calendar here.

December 1st-12th
❏ GMS and GPD “Holiday Toy Drive”

December 6th
❏ 8th Grade Boys Basketball Shootout

December 7th
❏ 7th & 8th Grade Band/Choir Holiday 

Concert

December 9th
❏ 6th Grade Holiday Concert

December 12th
❏ 11:40 am Dismissal-Teacher Inservice

December 13th
❏ 7th Grade Boys Basketball Shootout
❏ Geneseo Christmas Walk

December 20th - January 4th
❏ Winter Break

December 29th
❏ Wrestling Tournament at Rockford

January 10th
❏ Geneseo Wrestling Invitational @ GHS

January 16th
❏ 2:10 pm Dismissal

January 19th
❏ No School-Teacher Institute

January 22nd
❏ GHS Counselors visit GMS 8th graders to 

prep for Freshman year course selection

Geneseo Middle School
December & January 2025-26

Principal’s Message

GMS Live Feed

https://gcsdstaff.org/video/228/Free_the_Anxious_Generation_Movement.mp4
http://letgrow.org
https://www.geneseoschools.org/o/ms/events
https://www.geneseoschools.org/o/ms


Geneseo Middle School

From your GMS Team
● #Trending@GMS - Do you have an 8th grader? Then it may be hard to believe, but it’s almost time for Freshman Course 

Scheduling. Please note the following events and dates, more info will be shared with parents in the coming month.
○ GMS Winter MAP Assessments Dec 1-5 (used for GHS course placement)
○ GHS Counselors visit 8th graders Jan 22
○ 8th Grade Parent Meeting at GHS Jan 26, 6:30 pm
○ High School Course Scheduling Feb 2-9

● Congratulations to the following students for being selected to the ILMEA District 2 Junior Band: Nyali Bernier, Allison 
Bos, Sophia Pollock, Lucas Fuelling, Elliot Lest, Georgina Kelley, Jack Sullivan, Olivia Boyd, Ethan Hepner, Oliver Conley, 
Zach Blank, Tanner McShane, Delia Bellagamba, Brynn Wildermuth

● Builders Club will be having a Food and Clothing Drive for the Geneseo - Atkinson Food Pantry. It will run December 1 
through December 19. Items can be dropped off in Mrs. Atwell's room at GMS.

● 2025-26 GMS Yearbooks are ready for purchase through Skyward Family Access. The cost is $30.

● High School/Middle School PTA would love to have you and your family to become member, join PTA today.

● Check out our Geneseo Schools website for Upcoming Athletic and Extracurricular special events.

● Click here for our School Nurse website and info regarding your child’s health. 

Geneseo Middle School News

GMS Live Feed

GMS Student Spotlight
GMS Speech had an amazing season this 

year, with all participants scoring the 
highest possible at IESA Contest.

Congratulations to our Speech Team, 
Coaches, and Parents for an amazing 

season!
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https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/geneseo-hsms-ptas-memberships
https://www.geneseoschools.org/page/coming-up-athletics-and-extracurriculars
https://sites.google.com/geneseoschools.org/schoolhealth-geneseocusd228/
https://www.geneseoschools.org/o/ms
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