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REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

PUBLIC MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

LONE ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT #13 

1112 Three Mile Creek Road • Stevensville, MT 59870 

May 16, 2023 7:00 p.m. –  Middle School Room 310 

 

MINUTES: 

 

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance  
        Silent roll call of Trustees 

 Meeting called to order at 7:12pm 

 Board present:  Gary Leese, Wayne Stanford, Paula Short, and Cody Houtchens.  Matt Schaefer 

arrived at 7:41pm 

          

2. Approval of the order of Business 

 No objections to the order of business 

 

3. Canvas of Recent General Fund Mill Levy: 

 For the additional levy         404 Votes 

 Against the additional levy  762 Votes 

4. Canvas of Recent Trustee Election: 

 William Gary Leese    773 Votes 

 Matthew Schaefer       636 Votes 

 Write-in totals               38 Votes 

 Oath of Office for the elected trustees William Gary Leese and Matthew Schaefer was witnessed 

by Jeannie Morgan, Business Manager, in place of Ravalli County Superintendent of Schools 

Regina Plettenberg. 

 

5. Reorganization of the Lone Rock School Board for 2023-2024 

 Board Chair Appointment 

 Wayne Stanford nominated William Gary Leese for Board Chair for 2023-2024. 

Paula Short seconded and the motion carried 3-1 (Gary Leese abstained)  

 Vice-Chair Appointment 

 Wayne Stanford nominated Paula Short for Vice-Chair for 2023-2024. Cody 

Houtchens seconded and the motion carried 3-1 (Paula Short abstained) 

  Business Manager / District Clerk Appointment 

 Wayne Stanford moved to appoint Jeannie Morgan as Business Manager and District 

Clerk for 2023-2024. Cody Houtchens seconded and the motion carried 4-0. 

 

6.  Committee Assignments for Trustees for 2023-2024 

 Negotiations Committee 

 Wayne Stanford 

 Gary Leese 

 Interview Committee 

 Gary Leese 

 Matt Schaefer 

 Policy Committee 

 Cody Houtchens 

 Wayne Stanford 

 Facilities Committee 

 Matt Schaefer 

 Paula Short 
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 Transportation Committee 

 Cody Houtchens 

 Paula Short 

           

7. Visitors and Patrons 

 None 

 

8. Correspondence / Communications 

 None 

 

9.  Public Comment 

 None 

 

10.   Approval of the Consent Agenda: 

 Wayne Stanford moved to approve the May claim warrants #35882 through #35913 (no gaps), the 

April payroll warrants #13785 through #13818 (no gaps), payroll direct deposits #82894 through 

#82936, and the April 18th, 2023 regular board meeting minutes. Cody Houtchens seconded and 

the motion carried 4-0. 

 

11.  Reports 

              a. Business Manager – Jeannie Morgan  

 The 2nd quarter transportation claim and the school nutrition claim have been submitted 

 Wrapping up the 2023 School Election 

 End of school year payrolls in progress 

              b. Stevensville Board Representative- Jennifer Gunterman 

 The reorganization of the school board has been completed 

 Starting a Pre-K program 

 A special board meeting is planned to discuss health insurance due to significant rate increases 

 Organizing an alternative learning center to help keep students in school 

              c. Superintendent/Principal Report – Robert DoBell 

 Report included in board packet  

          d. School Board Member’s Reports 

 Wayne Stanford spoke on the legislature   

  

 12. Old Business        

 None 

 

 13. New Business 

              a.  Item for presentation : 2021-22 Audit Report 

 Kim Downey of Denning, Downey, and Associates, PC. presented the 2021-2022 audit report via 

telephone.  

 

              b. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Debbie Laga at the conclusion of the 2022-23 school year. 

 Wayne Stanford moved to accept the resignation of Debbie Laga at the conclusion of the 2022-23 

school year. Paula Short seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

              c.  Recommendation to hire Elsie Slingsby as a MS Math teacher for the 2023-24 school year.  

 Wayne Stanford moved to hire Elsie Slingsby as a MS Math teacher for the 2023-24 school year. 

Cody Houtchens seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

d. Recommendation to approve negotiations with the classified staff for the 2023-24 school year of 10%   

on the base and a health insurance increase of 2% 

 Tabled 
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e. Recommendation to approve negotiations with the certified staff for the 2023-24 school year of an 

average employee increase of 10% increase on the base and a health insurance increase of 2%. 

 Tabled 

 

f.  Recommendation to accept the negotiations with the administrative staff for the 2023-24 school year 

                i. Robert Dobell    -  $88,325 

               ii. Jeannie Morgan -  $65,037 

 Paula Short moved to accept the negotiations with the administrative for the 2023-2024 school 

year. Matt Schaefer seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

              g. Recommendation to hire the listing of extra and co-curricular advisors and coaches  

 Wayne Stanford moved to hire the following listing of extra and co-curricular advisors and 

coaches; Paula Short seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 Volleyball:  Jessica Young and Amy Reed. Karlie King as a volunteer 

 Girls Basketball:  Payton Olin 

 Track:  Amy Reed 

 MS Ski Coordinator: Monica Wilson 

 Yearbook Advisor: Monica Wilson 

 Student Council Advisor: Tania Jensen 

 Adult Ed Coordinator: Julie Bachman 

 Athletic Director: Amy Reed 

 Infinite Campus Liaisons: Tania Jensen, Shelby Murphy, Amanda King 

 

               h.  Recommendation to accept the out of district applications for the 2023-2024 school year 

 Paula Short moved to accept out of district students A-E (5 students) for the 2023-2024 school 

year.  Matt Schaefer seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

 

               i.  Special admittance of a kindergarten student for the 2023-2024 school year 

 Paula Short moved to accept the kindergarten student for special admittance for the 2023-2024 

school year.  Cody Houtchens seconded and the motion carried 5-0. 

                    

  14.  Set future meeting dates and agenda items 

 Regular Board Meeting: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at 7:00pm 

 

  15.  Adjourn 

                    The meeting adjourned at 8:23pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

CERTIFICATION: 

 

The above minutes were approved at a board meeting: _______________________________________,  

and were approved by a vote of ____ for and ____ against. 

 

Board Chair Signature (Gary Leese )     Date 

 

Clerk Signature (Jeannie Morgan)      Date 


