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Motto: Acta Non Verba
Actions, Not Words

Parents, 

Sincerely,

Kevin Leishman
Principal

March 6   No School - All grades
Professional Learning/Collaboration

March 15   End of Quarter 3

March 18-22   No School - All Grades
-Spring Break

May 24   Last Day of School 
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It’s hard to believe we have just one quarter left! Now is the time
for our students to keep their heads down and finish the year
strong. ISAT testing will begin soon. Final exams are just a few
short weeks away.

Students and teachers have been working so hard all year long.
Because of that, we’re confident that students will experience
success on their ISAT and on their final exams. Throughout the
year, we have worked hard to find ways of identifying individual
needs of students and creating ways to address their needs.
Teachers are divided into collaboration teams based on their
grade level and the content they teach. Wednesday mornings
have been used by collaboration teams to determine, for each
unit, what students should know, how we assess student
understanding, what we do when students are not understanding
the material being taught, and what we do when student
understanding is at a high level.

Collaboration teams work to ensure the learning outcomes they
develop for each unit are aligned with Idaho Core Standards.
They have created common assessments based on those learning
outcomes. Please reinforce with your student the importance of
putting maximum effort into their class work, tests and quizzes,
and the ISAT. You can help prepare them for the ISAT by
making sure they are here on the days designated for them to
test. They’ll need plenty of rest the night before, and a good
breakfast the morning of their testing. A copy of our testing
schedule will be sent out at a later time.

Because ISAT results are one set of data used to identify student
needs, they may impact your student’s schedule for next year, as
the needs for intervention are determined.

We encourage you to continue monitoring your student’s
progress in each of his/her classes through PowerSchool. Pay
particular attention to late or missing work. Missing work leads
to a lack of preparation for tests and quizzes. Work with your
student and his/her teachers to ensure that work is done in a
timely manner. Teachers can be contacted for questions or
concerns by calling or by emailing.

Thank you for partnering with us to meet your student’s
needs.

Upcoming Opportunities/Save
the Dates/Friendly Reminders
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What’s happening in Spanish Class?

https://www.westada.org/o/sawtooth


Jalynn Kiger 

Classified Teacher of the Year

Every school year, staff members at Sawtooth nominate a Teacher and Classified Staff Member
who goes, “above and beyond his/her typical duties and responsibilities to meet the needs of
students to contribute to maintaining a positive school climate. Our teacher recognition exhibits
the following practices and understandings in the following areas: Instructional Effectiveness
and Impact on Student Achievement, Impact on School Culture, Impact beyond the
classroom/school, At-large educational perspective, and Professional message. 

Spotlight

Joyce White

 Teacher of the YEAR 

Joyce White goes above and beyond every single day for
our ML students by offering a variety of supports and
encouragement.  Our ML students are truly prepared for
learning at school because of Joyce.

Thank you for your time, dedication to student success,
and love of teaching!  We appreciate you. 

Whether it is filling in for Crossing Guard, helping in a
classroom or greeting parents and students at the front
office, Jalynn steps in wherever and whenever she is
needed throughout the day and goes above and beyond
for our students.

Thank you, Jalynn!  We appreciate you. 

Spotlight

Meridian Police Department recognized 
 Addison Gray and Nora Witt for being January’s Student

Standouts.  Addison and Nora are both members of the
National Junior Honor Society and contribute to the

Meridian Community in their free time. Nora has
volunteered with the Meridian Library, Rake up Meridian

and her most recent project was making blankets for senior
citizens with dementia. Addison served as an office aide in

her first semester and always took the initiative to help
students, staff and parents without being asked. In her free

time, she and her family contribute to the Meridian Food
bank. “These girls are positive role models at school and in
the community. We cannot wait to see what the future holds

for Addison and Nora!”
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Congratulations to the 
Sawtooth Tech Club for

placing 
2nd at the Idaho Exhibition

of Ideas hosted by Boise
State University, Micron

Center for Materials
Research. 

In February our Sources of Strength Peer Leaders hosted a
Trusted Adult Campaign and shared with students the
importance of having a trusted adult in their lives.  Each
student wrote the name or names of their trusted adults on
the bulletin above.  

Mrs. Walker hosted an Art Show March 1st in the Library
and Media Center.  Thank you to our students and
families for participating and attending the show! 

Congratulations to our
Competition Cheer Team! The
girls placed 3rd in All-Girl
Show and 3rd in Pom out of
several teams.  Way to go
girls!! 

Students attended the
Winter Wonderland Dance
in January! Thank you to

Student Council and PTSA
for planning and organizing

this event! 



¿Qué pasa en la clase
de español?

(What’s happening 
in Spanish class?)

High School Spanish in 8th Grade!  
8th grade students who have elected to take Spanish this year can earn two high school credits.

They are getting a good jump on high school and learning the second most common language in our
country. Way to go 8th graders! Currently, these Spanish 1 students are learning how tell the prices

and colors of clothing items in Spanish.  
   

7th grade students taking Exploratory Spanish have just finished researching a
Spanish-speaking country and started learning colors. Later, they will learn how to
exchange phone numbers and identify classroom object names in Spanish. We plan

to finish out this semester with a Food Fiesta in May!

Thinking ahead 

7th Graders, think about taking 6th Graders, 
Spanish in 8th Grade! 

6th Graders, here is what we 
will learn in 7th Grade 
Exploratory Spanish! 



Please do not park in front of
driveways/restricted areas in our

neighboring subdivisions. 
Thank you! 

Spring Break 2025

Click here for more 
information!

Friendly reminderS: 
Save the Date:

When: May 17, 2024

3:30 -5:00

Where: SMS Field

Who: Students, Staff and Families

Cost: FREE

Join us for this healthy event to celebrate our

strengths.  

additional information Coming soon! 

If you have any unused instruments
laying around, please consider donating

them to the Sawtooth Band and Orchestra
program!

https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2699/sawtooth/4060068/Washington_DC_and_New_York_City_2025__1_.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2699/sawtooth/4060068/Washington_DC_and_New_York_City_2025__1_.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/2699/sawtooth/4060068/Washington_DC_and_New_York_City_2025__1_.pdf

