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GOOD NEWS

L I G H T I N G  T H E  P A T H  F O R  A  H I G H E R  P U R P O S E

FROM ST. JOSEPH COMMUNITY SCHOOL



This fall, the entire school, from kindergarten through 8th

grade, came together to bring the classic tale of Treasure

Island to life through the Missoula Children’s Theatre

program. This unique experience challenged students to

learn their lines, songs, and choreography in just four days

before performing a full-scale production on Friday.

TREASURES AND TALENTS

The story of Treasure Island is a timeless adventure filled with pirates, treasure maps,
and the quest for hidden gold. Under the guidance of professional directors from
Missoula Children’s Theatre, students worked intensively to embody the colorful

characters of Robert Louis Stevenson’s tale, including brave adventurers, cunning
pirates, and lively townsfolk.

Despite the tight schedule, the students showed

incredible dedication, teamwork, and creativity.

Each age group contributed something special,

with younger students adding charm and

enthusiasm and older students taking on lead

roles with poise and confidence. The week-long

program culminated in a thrilling and polished

performance that amazed the audience,

highlighting the students' hard work and the

magic of live theatre.

This unforgettable experience not only nurtured the students' theatrical talents but

also fostered their collaboration and resilience, leaving the entire school community

proud and inspired.



Please feel free to color and read about the
Legend of the Candy Cane

The Legend of the Candy Cane
Many years ago, a candy maker wanted to make a candy

at Christmas time that would serve as a witness to his

Christian faith. He wanted to incorporate several

symbols for the birth, ministry, and death of Jesus. He

began with a stick of pure white hard candy; white to

symbolize the Virgin Birth and the sinless nature of

Jesus; hard to symbolize the solid rock, the foundation of

the Church; firmness to represent the promise of God.

The candymaker made the candy in the form of a "J" to

represent the name of Jesus, who came to earth as our

Savior. He thought it could also represent the staff of the

Good Shepherd, with which he reached down into the

ditches of the world to lift out the fallen lambs who, like

all sheep, have gone astray.

Thinking that the candy was somewhat plain, the

candymaker stained it with a red stripes. He used three

small stripes to show the stripes of the scourging Jesus

received, by which we are healed. The large red stripe

was for the blood shed by Christ on the cross so that we

could have the promise of eternal life. The true meaning

is still there for those who have eyes to see and ears to

hear.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
From the staff at St. Joseph Community School



GIVE US A FOLLOW 

Your contribution will help us continue

our mission. We greatly appreciate your

generosity and commitment to making

a positive impact. If you have any

questions or need assistance, feel free

to reach out to us Thank you for being a

part of our community and for your

support!

DONATE TODAY

#PantherPath

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE TO DONATE ONLINE!

C L I C K  D O N A T E  I N  T H E  T O P  R I G H T  C O R N E R  

OUR
COMMUNITY SPONSOR

CHECK OUT HOW TO
BECOME A
COMMUNITY SPONSOR! 
Your generous donations

enable us to enhance

programs, fund student

activities, and provide better

resources for learning. To

learn more about sponsorship

opportunities call or email the

school office. Together, we

can make a lasting impact on

our students' futures!

Schueth Ace Hardware
(641) 394-2375

New Hampton, IA 

First Citizens Bank
(800) 423-1602

New Hampton, IA

Scan this QR Code to donate online. If you

would like more information on the different

ways and levels of becoming a community

supportor contact the school office today!

https://www.google.com/search?q=first+citizens+bank&oq=first+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MgYIARBFGEAyBggCEEUYOTINCAMQLhjHARjRAxiABDIKCAQQABixAxiABDIGCAUQRRg9MgYIBhBFGD0yBggHEEUYPdIBCDE5NTJqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on


Christmas carols have long been a cherished part of holiday traditions. Originating in the 4th and 5th
centuries with hymns such as “Angels We Have Heard on High,” carols have evolved to include both
sacred and festive tunes. Songs like “Silent Night” and “O Holy Night” emerged in the 19th century,
encapsulating themes of peace and the nativity story. Others, like “What Child Is This?” and “Little
Drummer Boy,” focus on the humble adoration of Christ. The modern era has also embraced secular

songs like “It’s Beginning to Look A Lot Like Christmas,” which highlight the festive spirit of the season.

Our preschoolers began the concert with the joyful and heartfelt “Jingle
Bells (Jesus Version)” and “Children Go Where I Send Thee,” showcasing
their enthusiasm and innocence as they shared the story of Christmas in
their own way. Then our kindergarteners and first graders sang us through
timeless hymns such as “Angels We Have Heard on High” and “O Come O
Come Emmanuel,” drawing on the reverence and wonder surrounding the
nativity story. Next our second, third, and fourth graders brought to life the
solemn beauty of “Silent Night” and the soaring melody of “O Holy Night,”
songs that have been a cornerstone of Christmas celebrations for
generations. Our middle school students came on next and took us deeper
into the emotional resonance of the season with reflective renditions of
“What Child Is This?” and “Little Drummer Boy,” emphasizing themes of
humility and devotion. Finally the concert ended with a spirited
performance of “It’s Beginning to Look A Lot Like Christmas,” bringing all
students together for a joyful and festive conclusion.

This concert was an uplifting event, celebrating the cherished
traditions of Christmas music while highlighting the talents

and dedication of the students.

This year’s Christmas concert was a joyous celebration of the holiday
season, blending the beauty of music with the rich history of Christmas
carols. The program featured a delightful progression of beloved Christmas
songs performed by students across different grade levels, each selection
reflecting the themes of joy, faith, and the spirit of giving.

It’s Beginning to look like Christmas...



www.stjosephcommunityschool.comDownload our app: Visit our website:

St. Joseph Community School
216 N Broadway Ave.
New Hampton, IA 50659

GIVE US A FOLLOW 

A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E  |  F A I T H  |  L E A D E R S H I P  |  S E R V I C E

Weather it is checking on

what has been happening

around our school, looking at

upcoming events, or even

checking the menu for

breakfast and lunch you can

find it all on our app!

STAY IN THE LOOP

#PantherPath

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AND DOWNLOAD OUR APP


