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SECTION 1: OVERVIEW/GENERAL INFORMATION:
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act:

The Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) programis authorizedunder Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento
HomelessAssistanceAct(42U.5.C. 11431etseq.) (McKinney-Vento Act). TheMcKinney-VentoActwasoriginally
authorizedin 1987 and mostrecentlyre-authorizedinDecember10th, 2016 by the Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA).The McKinney-Vento Act is designedto address the challenges that homeless children and youths have facedin
enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school.

Under the McKinney-Vento Act, State educational agencies (SEAs) must ensure that each homeless child and youth has
equalaccess tothe samefree, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, asotherchildren
and youths. Homeless children and youths must have access tothe educational and related services that they need to
enablethemtomeetthesamechallengingStateacademicstandards towhichallstudentsareheld. Inaddition,
homelessstudentsmaynotbeseparatedfrom themainstreamschoolenvironment. SEAsandlocaleducational
agencies (LEAs)arerequired toreview and undertake steps torevise laws, regulations, practices, orpolicies that may
actasbarrierstotheidentification,enrollment, attendance, orsuccessinschoolofhomelesschildrenandyouths.

Definition of Homeless (McKinney-Vento Act Sec. 725(2); 42 U.S.C 11435(2)):

Children who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate night time residence:

¢ "Double up” - Sharing the housing of others due to the loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reasons.

e Livinginmotels, hotels, trailerparks, campinggrounds, due tolack of adequatealternativeaccommodations.
e Living in emergency or transitional shelters.

e Living in a public or private place not designed for humans to live.

¢ Migratory children living in above circumstances

e Living incars, parks, abandonedbuildings, substandardhousing, bus or trainstations, orsimilarsettings

e Unaccompanied Youth - Children or youth who meets the definition of homeless and not in the physical custody of a
parent orguardian

Residency and Educational Rights:
Students who are in temporary, inadequate and homeless living situations have the following rights:

e Inmediateenrollment in the school they lastattended or the school in whose attendance area they arecurrently
staying evenif they do not have all of the documents normally required atthe time of enrollment;

o Accesstofreemeals and textbooks, Titleland other educational programs and other comparable servicesincluding
transportation;

¢ Attendancein the sameclasses andactivities that studentsinother living situations also participateinwithout fear of
being separated or treated differently due to their housing situations

SECTION 2: IDENTIFICATION AND ELIGIBILITY

Title1Servicesand Funding: IntheLackawannaCitySchools District, allchildrenandyouthwhoqualify for McKinney-
Ventoservicesareautomaticallyeligible for Title |, Part Aservices, whetheror not they attenda Titlel, Part A school or
meetthe academicstandardsrequired of other studentsforeligibility Thisautomaticeligibility acknowledges that the
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experience of homelessness puts children and youth at significant risk of academic failure, regardless of their previous
academic standing. Additionally, all Lackawanna CSD children and youth who qualify for McKinney-Vento servicesare
entitledtoreceiveadditionalnon-instructionaleducationrelatedsupportservicesneededtosucceedinschool.

SchoolSelection: Lackawanna CSDwillkeep studentsinhomelesssituationsintheirschool of origindefined as the
school attendedwhen permanentlyhoused or the schoolin which they werelast enrolled, unless it is against the parent
orguardian’s wishesorunless it is determined to be in the student’s best educationalinterest. Studentsand youth who
qualify for McKinney-Vento Services are eligible to remainin theirschool of origin for theentire durationin which they
arehomelessanduntiltheendof anyacademicyearinwhichtheymoveintopermanenthousing. Studentsandyouth
whoqualify for McKinney-VentoServices mayalsochoosetoenrollinany publicschool thatstudentslivinginthesame
attendance area areeligible to attend.

Procedures to Identify and Verify Eligibility of McKinney-Vento Students: Everycurrent, returning, and new studentin
theLackawannaCSDmustcompletearegistrationpacket. OneoftheformstobecompletedisthelLackawannaCSD
Housing Questionnaire (Appendix A). This Lackawanna CSD Housing Questionnaire will be utilized to determineif the
studentisfacingahomelesssituation. Follow-up contacttoverifytheinformationprovidedonthe LackawannaCSD
HousingQuestionnairewillbe conductedimmediatelyuponthecompletionof enrollmentbyeitherthedistrictora
building level McKinney-Vento liaison.

SECTION 3: SERVICES AND STANDARDS

Transportation: Each Lackawanna CSD childor youth facing a McKinney-Vento situationshall be provided services
comparable toservicesofferedtootherstudentsinthe schoolselectedincluding transportationservices.

e Lackawanna CSD will provide students and youth who qualify for McKinney-Vento Services with
transportation toand from their school of origin, at a parent or guardian’s request. For unaccompanied
youth, Lackawanna CSD will provide transportation toand from the school of origin at the request of the
District McKinney-VentoLiaison. If the student’s temporaryresidenceandtheschooloforiginareinthe
same district, Lackawanna CSD will provide and/or arrange transportation to and from school. If the
student s living outside of the Lackawanna CSD, Lackawanna CSD will assume the responsibility and cost
of providing transportation to and from school up to 50 miles. The LCSD will provide transportation
for students who are homeless to participate in extra-curricular activities and summer school if
the lack of transportation poses a barrier.

Students and youth who qualify for McKinney-Vento Services are eligible to receive these transportationservices forthe
entire duration in which they are homeless.

***7School of Origin” isdefined as the school that the child oryouth attendedwhen permanently housed ortheschool
in which the child or youth was last enrolled. ***

Food Services: EachLackawannaCSDschool’schildoryouthfacing aMcKinney-Ventosituationshall be provided
services comparable to services offered to other studentsin the school selectedincluding school nutrition programs.
Students and youth who qualify for McKinney-Vento Services areeligible toreceive free breakfast andlunch as offered
by eachschool for the entire duration in which they are homeless.

Textbooksand Technology: EachLackawannaCSD childoryouthfacingaMcKinney-Ventosituationshallbe provided
servicescomparabletoservicesofferedtootherstudentsintheschoolselectedincludingaccesstoinstructional
materials, assessments, and technology. Students and youth who qualify for McKinney-Vento Services are eligible to
receive free textbooks and technology fees as offered by eachschool for the entiredurationin which they are homeless.

AcademicServices & Standards: EachLackawanna CSD childor youth facinga McKinney-Ventosituationshallbe
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provided services comparable toservices offered to other studentsin the school selectedincluding educational services
forwhich the child oryouth meet the eligibility criteria (Title| services, preschool, educationalprograms for children
withdisabilities or for students with limited English proficiency), programsin vocational and technical education, and
programs for gifted and talented students as available.



SECTION 4: ENROLLMENT
Enrollment Procedures:

Any child or youth who claims to be homeless will be immediately enrolled in Lackawanna CSD even if they do not have
required documents such as:

¢ school records

e medical records

¢ proof of residency

¢ guardianship papers or other documents.

Enrolling schools must obtain school records from the previous school, and students must be enrolled in school while
records areobtained.

The McKinney-Vento District Liaison will assist unaccompanied youth in choosing and enrolling in a school after
considering theyouth’s wishes, informing the youth of theirrights to transportationand assisting the youthinaccessing
transportation, andinforming the youth of theirright to appealschool or school district decisions. The McKinney-Vento
DistrictLiaisonmustensurethat unaccompanied youthareimmediately enrolledin school pending resolution of
disputes that may arise over school enrollment or placement.

Unaccompanied youth have the right to:
* Remainin their school of origin
« Transportation toand from the school of origin

« Immediatelyenroll ina new schoolserving the areain which they are currently living even if they don’t have typically
required documents (e.g. proof of guardianship)

» Equalaccesstoprogramsandservicessuchas gifted and talentededucation, special education, vocational education,
and English Language Learner services.

Lackawanna CSD Schools shall remove any /all barriers to the enrollment and retention of children and youth in
homelesssituations. Studentsinhomelesssituationsshallbe free from segregation, isolation, andstigmatization.

**Theterm “enroll” is defined as attending classes and participating fully in school activities. *** ***”” School of Origin”
isdefinedas theschool that thechild oryouthattendedwhen permanently housed or theschoolinwhich the child or
youth was last enrolled. ***

Appealand Dispute Processes: Ifadisputearisesoverschool selectionorenrollmentin aschool, the child or youth
shallbeimmediately admittedto the schoolin which enrollment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute. The child,
youth parent, or guardianshall be referred to the McKinney-Vento Liaison, who shallcarry out the dispute resolution
process as expeditiously as possible in accordance withthe enrollment disputes sectionof the McKinney-Vento Actas
follows.

» Work with the McKinney-Vento District and Building Level Liaisons to ensure that enrollment disputes are mediated in
accordance with the enrollment disputes section of the McKinney-Vento Act as follows:

l. the child or youth shall be immediately admittedto the school in which enrollment is sought, pending
resolution of thedispute;



II. the parentor guardian of the child or youth shall be provided with a writtenexplanation of the school’s
decision regarding school selectionor enrollment, including the rights of the parent, guardian, or youth
to appeal

IIl. the child, youth, parent, or guardianshall be referred to the McKinney-Vento Liaison, who shall carry
out the Disputeresolution process as expeditiously as possible afterreceiving notice of the dispute; and

v, in the case of anunaccompanied youth, the McKinney-Vento Liaison shall ensure that the youth is
immediately enrolledin school pending resolution of the dispute.

SECTION 5: PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

McKinney-Vento Professional Development Opportunities: Professional development for the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act willbe provided toall staff members of Lackawanna CSD Schools via the following ways:

« Safe Schools Portal - annual required training for all districtadmin, teachers, andstaff

e Local McKinney-Vento conferences (liaisons)

o NYSTEACHS power point presentationand webinars will be done with all teachersandstaffdistrict
wide on a quarterly basis

District Website:

ThelLackawannaCSDWebsitewillinclude apagethatwill beused tocommunicateMcKinney-Vento
information withstudents, parents, staff, and community members. Informationon the Lackawanna CSD
Website willinclude:

« Contactinformation for the McKinney-Vento District Liaison
« Contactinformation for the McKinney-Vento Building Level Liaisons
« Notice of Rights for McKinney-Vento Families
« Dispute Resolution Documents
« Link to McKinney-Vento Resources
SECTION 6: EDUCATIONAL STAFFING AND SUPPORT

McKinney-Vento District Liaison’s Roles and Responsibilities: The Principal of Curriculum, Instruction, and Staff
Development for Lackawanna CSD serves as The District McKinney-Vento Liaison and will:

« Ensure that procedures are established and followed across the school district and provide each child or youth
who qualifies for McKinney-Vento Services with a free and appropriate education.

« Work collaboratively with transportationandfood services personnel to coordinate appropriateservices for
any child or youth who qualifies for McKinney-Vento Services.

« Disseminatecriticalinformationconcerning the rights of studentsin homeless situationstoallschools.

« Postinformationregarding theavailability of school programsandservices forstudentsfacinghomeless
situationsinlocalshelters, localhotels, the local postoffice building, city hall, locallibrary, andlocal food banks.

« Planandfacilitate professional development regarding the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act toall
staffresponsible for identifying and working with students facing homeless situations.



» Work with building level staff and administrationto facilitate success of the McKinney-Vento program and
each student facing a homeless situation.

« Work with CIO tomonitor all district data collection and reporting requirements on each child and youth who
qualifies for McKinney-Vento services.

McKinney-Vento Building Level Liaison’s Roles and Responsibilities:

EachschoolinLackawannaCSD Districtwillidentify one staff member (social worker, counselor, administrator,
etc.)whowill serve as the building level McKinney- Vento Liaisonand will:

« Identify students that may be facing homeless situations.
« Monitor school attendance.
« Attend trainings.

» Ensurethatbuilding level proceduresare establishedand followed to provide each childand youthwho
qualifies for McKinney-Vento services with a free and appropriate education.

« Post public notice of the educational rights of students in homeless situations at the school.
» Make sure parents feel welcome and set the tone for further parentalinvolvement.

« Establishatrustingrelationship withstudents and parents. Building Level McKinney-Vento Liaisons for each
school are as follows:

Building Level Liaison’s:

Truman Elementary School (PK-1st)

15 Inner Drive

Lackawanna, NY 14218

Liaison: Mrs. Lisa Blake or Amy Rivera or Meagan Bender/Amanda Kulinski
Martin Road Elementary (2"d— 5th)

135 Martin Road

Lackawanna, NY 14218

Liaison: Mrs. Julie Andreozzi or Meagan Bender/Amanda Kulinski
Lackawanna Middle School

500 Martin Road

Lackawanna, NY 14218

Liasion: Mr. Moustafa Khalil or Meagan Bender/Amanda Kulinski



Lackawanna High School
500 Martin Road
Lackawanna, NY 14218

Liaison: Megan Alimonti, or Meagan Bender/Amanda Kulinski

EveryLEA, regardless of whetherit receives a McKinney-Vento subgrant, is required to designatealocal liaison
for homeless children and youth (known as the “McKinney-Vento liaison”). The McKinney-Vento liaisons for
Lackawannaservesasoneof the primary contactsbetweenfamiliesexperiencing homelessnessandschool staff, district
personnel, shelterworkers, andotherservice providers. The McKinney-Vento liaison coordinatesservicestoensurethat
homeless children and youth enroll in school and have the opportunity to succeed.

District Liaisons: Mrs. Angela McCaffrey and Mrs. Meagan Bender
The Lackawanna City School District’s McKinney-Vento liaison will ensure that:

1. Studentsin temporaryhousing are identified by school personnel and through coordination activities with
other entities and agencies;

2. Studentsin temporary housing enroll in, and have full and equal opportunity tosucceedin, the schools of
Lackawanna;

3. Studentsin temporaryhousing and their families receive educational services for which they are eligible,
including Head Start programs administeredbyanLEA, Early Head Start, earlyintervention servicesunder part C of the
Individuals with Disabilities EducationAct (20 U.S.C. 1431et seq), and other preschool programs administered by the
LEA.

4. Studentsand parentsin temporary housing receive referrals tohealth careservices, dentalservices, mental
healthand substanceabuseservices, housingservicesandother appropriate services; Rev. 3/15/183

5. Parents or guardians of students in temporary housing are informed of the educational and related
opportunities available to theirchildren and are provided with meaningful opportunities toparticipatein theeducation
of theirchildren;

6. Parents andguardians of students in temporaryhousing, and unaccompanied youth, are fully informed of all
transportationservices, including transportationtoand from the school district of originand areassistedinaccessing
transportationservices;

7. Disputesregardingeligibility, schoolselection, enrollmentand/ortransportationaremediatedin accordance
withtherequirementsof McKinney-Vento, Section3209 of the EducationLaw, andSection 100.2(x)(7)(ii) of the
Regulations of the Commissioner of Education;

8. Assistanceincommencinganappeal pursuanttoEducationLaw§3100f afinaldeterminationregarding
eligibility, enrollment, school selectionand/or transportationis provided to thestudentsin temporary housing’s parent
orguardian or the unaccompanied youthin accordancewith the provisions of 8 NYCRR §100.2(x)(7)(iii)(c);

9. Publicnoticeof theeducationalrightsof studentsintemporaryhousingis postedinlocationswheresuch
studentsreceiveservices, suchasschools, shelters, publiclibraries, andsoup kitchens, inamannerandform
understandable to the parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and unaccompanied youth; Arecord is
maintained of all appeals of enrollment, school selectionand transportation; and
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10. School personnel providing services tostudents in temporary housing receive professional development and
other support;and

11. Unaccompaniedyouths— a. areenrolled in school; b. have opportunities to meet the same challenging State
academicstandardsastheStateestablishesforotherchildrenandyouth, includingreceivingcreditforfullorpartial
courseworkearnedinapriorschool pursuanttoCommissioner’sregulations,andc. areinformedoftheirstatusas
independent studentsunder section480 of theHigher Education Actof 1965 (20U.S.C. 1087vv)and that theyouths
may obtainassistance fromthelocal educational agencyliaison toreceive verification of suchstatus for purposes of the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid described insection 483 of such Act (20 U.S.C. 1090).

12. School personnel, serviceproviders, advocates workingwith studentsin temporary housing, parentsand
guardiansofstudentsintemporaryhousing, andstudentsintemporaryhousingareinformedof thedutiesof the
McKinney-Vento liaison.
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Lackawanna Ci

School District MeKinney-Vento Act Program Intake Form

Student ID Number

Date

MI

Parent/Guardian Name

Primary Language Spoken
Not Hispanic Hispanic

Last Name First Name

(S  Americanindian___ Asian___ Black
White Pacific Islander

Grade School

Relationship
o0 Mother o Father o Grandparent 0 Aunt/Uncle
0 Social Worker o Law Guardian o Counselor

0 Foster Parent 0 Other

Previous Address

Current Address

The answer you give below will help the district to determine what services you oryour child may beable to receive under the McKinney-
Vento Act. Students who are protected under the McKinney-Vento Act are entitled toimmediate enrollment in school even if they do not
have the documents normally needed, such asproof of residency, school records, immunization records, orbirth certificate. Students who
are protected under the McKinney-Vento Act may also be entitled to free transportation and other services.

o Shelter

o Doubled Up (with relatives or friends)

o Hotel/Motel

o Abandoned Apartment

o Trailer (with wheels)

o Temporary custody order

o Highly mobile (unaccompanied minor)

o Any other inadequate living condition

Telephone Numbers

Home: ( ) Email:

Cell: ( )

Emergency Contact: Phone Number: ( )
Name

School District Last Enrolled

School Name

City State

Immunizations oYes o0 No

Birth Certificate o0 Yes o0 No
Are you working with a counselor/case worker? o Yes o No If so, please provide name and phone

Physical o Yes 0 No

number ( )
Are you a seasonal or migrant field worker? o0 Yes 0 No
Are you a victim ofdomestic violence? oYes o No

If so, have you filed and order of protection with the Police Department? o Yes

o No

district’s LEA liaison must help the student get any ot

If the student isNOT living in permanenthousing, proofof residencyand other documents normally needed are not requiredand the studentis tobe immediately enrolled. Afterthe
student has been enrolled, thedistrict/school must contact the ﬂrevious district/school attended to request the student’s educational records, including immunization, and the enrolling
er necessary documents or immunization.

PLEASE NOTE

and might be held liable in a court of law.

Bysigning thisdocument, Ihereby certify that theinformationstatedin thisformishonestand correct. lunderstandthat if | liveinaschool
district that is not Lackawanna and my living conditions are notsimilar to theones stated above, | could be defrauding the school district

Signature

Date

District Liaison

Date
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