
During the week of February 5th,
John E. Joy Elementary students
embraced the American Heart
Association Cardio Fitness Week 
in their physical education classes.
They got their bodies moving 
and fostered a commitment to
cardiovascular well-being.

Cardio challenges included wall
climbing, basketball, hula hoop, 
step-up, jump rope, and dancing 
to videos.

“We are excited to participate in 
this year’s Kids Heart Challenge. 
Our John Joy students’ generosity
and hard work have almost reached
our goal in the first week. We hope
this is the first of many years working
with the American Heart Association.
Go John Joy Tigers”, PE Teacher
Coordinator for K-6, Renee Bledsoe,
and Physical Education Teacher, 
Sara Scott.
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Gansevoort Math Fact Super Bowl Challenge
Gansevoort Elementary held its annual Math
Fact Super Bowl Challenge on February 9,
2024. The crowd was decked out in their
team apparel with a Super Bowl theme. 
They donned pompoms and signs to cheer
on the 1st-6th graders. The event encourages
students to practice their fact accuracy and
speed throughout the month. "Each grade
level focused on facts that their students are
required to master. There was a class
competition where the top performers
advanced each week," said Cheryl Corr, 
4th grade teacher.

The two final "math fact champs" 
from each class was announced and 
competed in the final round.

Fourth through sixth grades 
completed multiplication, and the 
younger grades completed addition.

1st and 2nd grade winners

4th through 6th grade winners
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Strough Drama Club - Frozen JR.
Strough Middle School presented Disney's "Frozen JR." on February 1-3 2024. Photos of the
cast and crew! Thank you to Amanda Knamm, Musical Director, and Sarah Anderson, Vocal
Director.
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RFA Hockey Team Scores Big: Cultivating Character,
Leadership, and Community Bonds

During January Regents Week, the
RFA Hockey team continued its
tradition of community engagement
by visiting elementary schools to
read stories to K-6 students. The
team also actively participated in a
skating event with Ridge Mills
kindergarteners. The players
demonstrated dedication to
community service throughout the
season by supporting the Rome
Youth Hockey Association's Learn-to-
Skate program and volunteering as
referees at the Roy Austin Mite
Festival in February. 

Recognizing their contributions, RFA
Principal, Brian LeBaron awarded
certificates to each athlete,
emphasizing the values of character
and leadership within the school.Pictured: RFA Hockey team, Head Coach Jason Nowicki, Assistant Coach,

Dave Petrelli, and Principal, Brian LeBaron.



ROME CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Rome Student Art Show
The Rome Student Art Show's opening reception was held at the Rome Art and Community
Center on February 9. The exhibition featured 96 works of art from kindergarten to 12th
grade and is on display throughout February.
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Bellamy Kindergarten's Groundhog Day Fun:
Collaboration with 5th Graders

In Mary Muttillo’s Kindergarten classroom at Bellamy
Elementary, students have been preparing for their Groundhog
Day classroom celebration on February 2. Muttillo explained, “We
initiated our groundhog studies by exploring basic facts about
groundhogs, including their dietary needs and habitats.” The
students also created a prediction chart and learned that
predictions are educated guesses people make about different
things. They use the prediction chart to discuss numbers in
math, including concepts like greater than and less than. Fifteen
students predicted Punxsutawney Phil would see his shadow,
while seven did not. However, the groundhog didn’t see his
shadow, indicating an early spring.

Wearing their Groundhog Day crowns, the students enjoyed a
snack and visited Cassandra Ohlbaum-Horst’s 5th-grade
classroom for a collaborative activity, making a groundhog out 
of cookies and marshmallows. 



RFA Top Ten 2024 Announced
The Rome Free Academy
Top Ten Class of 2024 was
announced on February
9th. The Valedictorian is
Alexander Rizzo and the
Salutatorian is Alicia
Tourtelot. Rizzo, 17, is the
son of Lucy Burke and Jim
Rizzo of Rome. Tourtelot,
17, is the daughter of Tonia
Tourtelot of Rome.

Left to right front row: Salutatorian, Alicia Tourtelot,
Mary Hapanowicz, Alexis Wilcox, Alyssa D’Aiuto, and
Evie Denton.

Left to right top row: Alexander Rizzo Valedictorian,
Ellis Pomales III, Carson Campbell, Kennedy Bowen,
and Samuel Hilderbran.

Congratulations to these students on 
their outstanding achievement!

Finishing out the top ten in alphabetical order
are Kennedy Bowen, Carson Campbell, Alyssa
D’Aiuto, Evie Denton, Mary Hapanowicz, Samuel
Hilderbran, Ellis Pomales III, and Alexis Wilcox.

Let’s pack the 
RFA main gym 

and support our 
Black Knights
Winterguard! 
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