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STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

The Board of Education affirms its goal of providing a safe and economical transportation
system for district students. Transportation shall be provided at district expense to those students who
are eligible as authorized by the Board.

The major objectives in the management of the student transportation program shall include
the following:

1. to provide efficient, effective and safe service;

2. to ensure that all students whose disability or distance from school requires them to receive
necessary transportation do, in fact, receive it;

3. to adapt the system to the demands of the instructional program;

4. to maintain transportation vehicles in the best possible condition;

5 to review at least once a year school bus schedules and routing plans to ensure that maximum
efficiency and safety are maintained; and

6. to review at least once a year the eligibility for transportation of students residing in the
district, to ensure that all entitled to the services receive them.

The Superintendent of Schools shall be responsible for administering the transportation
program. The program shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations and policies established by
federal, state and local authorities.

Requests for changes to bus schedules or routes will be submitted in writing to the
Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds & Transportation.

Transportation of Students with Disabilities

Transportation of students with disabilities in the District may not exceed 50 miles one way from
the student's home to the appropriate special service or program, unless the Commissioner certifies
that no appropriate nonresidential special service or program is available within 50 miles. In that event
the Commissioner may then establish transportation arrangements.

Student Information

Upon written consent of the parent or person in parental relation, every school bus which is used
to regularly transport students with disabilities will maintain the following information about each
student with a disability being transported:

a)  Student's name;
b)  Nature of the student's disability;

c)  Name of the student's parent, guardian, or person in parental relation and one or more
telephone numbers where that person can be reached in an emergency; and/or
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d) Name and telephone number of any other person designated by such parent, guardian,
or person in parental relation who can be contacted in an emergency.

This information will be used solely for the purpose of contacting the student's parent,
guardian, person in parental relation, or designee in the event of an emergency involving the
student, will be kept in a manner which retains the privacy of the student, and will not be
accessible to any person other than the driver or a teacher acting in a supervisory capacity. In the
event that the driver or teacher is incapacitated, this information may be accessed by any
emergency service provider.

This information will be updated as needed, but at least once each school year and will be
destroyed if parental consent is revoked, the student no longer attends the school, or the
disability no longer exists.

Transportation in Personal Vehicles

Personal cars of teachers and staff will not be used to transport students except in the event
of extenuating circumstances and authorized by the administration.

Use of Buses by Community Groups

Upon formal application to and approval by the Board, buses may be rented or leased to a
municipality; to any not-for-profit organization which provides recreational youth services or
neighborhood recreation centers; and to other public schools. Rentals or leases will be made only
frc:r timesdwhen vehicles are not needed for student transport and for a consideration acceptable to
the Board.

Ref:  Education Law §8305(14); 1501-b; 1807; 3602(7); 3623; 3635 et seq.
Matter of Handicapped Child, 24 EDR 41 (1984)
Matter of Zakrezewski, 22 EDR 381 (1983)
Matter of Nowak, 22 EDR 91 (1982)
Matter of Fox, 19 EDR 439 (1980)
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