
Minutes of Regular School Board Meeting
The Board of Trustees
Cass Lake-Bena Schools

A Regular School Board Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Cass Lake-Bena Schools was held 
Wednesday, May 24, 2023, in the Cass Lake-Bena High School Media Center.

1.  Meeting Call to Order by Millie Baird, Board Chair at 5:00 pm.

2.  Roll Call:
           Present:  Millie Baird, Jolyn Donnell, Jennie Reyes, and Dave Yates

     Absent:  Lenny Fineday, Terri Goggleye (excused) and Jamie Mitchell (excused)

3.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

4.  Agenda Approval

     A.  A motion by Yates, second by Donnell and unanimously carried to approve 
                       the revised agenda for the regular school board meeting of Wednesday, May 24,               
                       2023. 
             

5.  Public Comment:  Mike Reyes - policies

6.  Consent Agenda

     A.  A motion by Reyes, second by Yates and unanimously carried to approve the 
                       consent agenda as presented.

            1.  Approve the April 19, 2023 School Board Working Meeting minutes.
            2.  Approve the April 26, 2023 School Board Regular Meeting minutes.                           

3.  Approve the May 4, 2023 Special School Board Meeting minutes.
            4.  Approve the payment listing for the month of April in the amount of 

                             $1,032,337.26.
5.  Accept the resignation from David Fineday, High School ParaEducator, 

                             effective May 1, 2023.
6.  Accept the resignation from Jody Rushman, Youthbuild Teacher, effective 

                             June 2, 2023.
7.  Accept the resignation from Joe Gould, Assistant/Jr. High Speech Coach, 

                             effective the end of the 2022-2023 season.
8.  Accept the resignation from Nancy Howard, Assistant Cross Country Coach, 

                             effective June 2, 2023.
9.   Accept the resignation from Kevin Wellen, Career Pathways Coordinator, 

                              effective June 6, 2023.
                      10.   Accept the resignation from Christopher Reopelle, CD Counselor, effective 
                              June 30, 2023.



                      11.  Accept the resignation from Jenna Stodgell, Elementary School Teacher, 
                             effective June 6, 2023.

          12.  Approve the recommendations from administration to hire the following 
                             positions contingent upon the successful completion of a background check 
                             and drug screening results:

     a.  Shannon Heifort,  High School Special Education Teacher (MA/6), 
                                  effective the 2023-2024 school year.

     b.  Nancy Howard, Volunteer Cross Country Coach, effective the 2023-2024 
                                  season.

     c.  Stephanie Fairbanks, Concessions Manager, effective the 2023-2024 school 
                                  year.

     d.  Sydney Novak, Lego League/Middle School Robotics Coach, effective the 
                                  2023-2024 season.   
                            e.   Kassandra Solien, Elementary School Teacher, effective the 2023-2024 
                                  school year.

    f.    Amanda Opsal, Elementary School Teacher, effective the 2023-2024 
                                  school year.

    g.    Taylor Finn, Elementary Pre-school Teacher, effective the 2023-2024 
                                    school year.

    h.    Erica Bryant, Middle School Teacher, effective the 2023-2024 school year.
     i.    Brynn Dammer, Middle School Teacher, effective the 2023-2024 school 

                                   year.

            7.  Hearing of Reports
     A.  Elementary School – Dr. Josh Grover
     B.  High School – Dominic Krump
     C.  ALC – Mary Aery

8.  New Business

      A.  ALC staff Diane Mason and Alex Johnson provided a short presentation on a 
                        community project the ALC students and staff have been working on.

      B.   A motion by Donnell, second by Yates, and unanimously carried to approve 
             the proposed curriculum for use in grades 6-8 Language Arts.

     C.   A motion by Yates, second by Donnell, and unanimously carried to accept a $500 
            donation to Cass Lake High School Robotics from the American Legion, Post 14, 
            in Bemidji, MN.

     D.  A motion by Donnell, second Yates, and unanimously carried to adopt the 2023-
            2024 Resolution for Membership in the Minnesota State High School League.



 
                 E.   A motion by Yates, second by Reyes, and unanimously carried to approve the 
                        out of town extended off-season trip for Robotics to attend the Gitchi Gummi Get 
                        Together in Duluth, MN from July 21-22, 2023.  All expenses for the trip will be 
                        covered by their Student Activity Fund.

          F.  A motion by Donnell, second by Reyes, and unanimously carried to approve the          
                        out of town extended off-season trip for Robotics to attend the Fargo STEM Expo 
                        in Fargo, ND from August 11-12, 2023.  All expenses for the trip will be covered 
                        by their Student Activity Fund.

G. A motion by Yates, second by Donnell, and unanimously carried to approve the
       second reading of Policy 516.5 – Overdose Medication as presented.

9.  Personnel
     A.   A motion by Donnell, second by Reyes, and unanimously carried to approve the 
            FMLA request from Brenda Solheim, Elementary School Teacher, starting 
            August 28, 2023 and returning November 20, 2023.

     B.    A motion by Yates, second by Donnell and unanimously carried to approve the 
             recommendations from administration to tenure the following licensed personnel:

1.  Gerald Hoyum, ALC Special Education Teacher
2.  Kylie Higgins, High School Math Teacher
3.  Tina Johnson, Elementary School Social Worker

     C.    A motion by Donnell, second byYates and unanimously carried to approve the 
             hire of Natasha Luebben, Elementary School Teacher, effective the 2023-2024 
             school year, contingent upon the receipt of licensure and upon results from a drug 
             screen and background check.

     D.    A motion by Yates, second by Reyes to approve the FMLA request from Krista 
             Saxton, High School Teacher, starting October 23, 2023 and returning January 
             15, 2024.

          10.  Upcoming Meetings and Events

                   A.  Friday, May 26, 2023
                          High School Graduation – 7:00 pm – High School Football Field

             Graduation Parade – 6:00 pm
      B.    Tuesday, May 30, 2023

                           School District Pow Wow



              C.   Wednesday, May 31, 2023
                           8th Grade Celebration
                           Middle School – 1:45 pm

       D.   Wednesday, May 31, 2023
                           Activities Committee Meeting
                           High School ISS Room – 4:30 pm

       E.    Thursday, June 1, 2023
                           Kindergarten Celebration
                           Elementary School – 9:00 am

       F.    Thursday, June 1, 2023
                           4th Grade Celebration
                           Elementary School – 10:00 am

       G.    Wednesday, June 7, 2023
              Licensed (CLEA) Negotiations

                           High School Room 435 – 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

10.  A motion by Reyes, second byDonnell, and unanimously carried to adjourn the 
                   meeting at 5:26 pm.

_________________________________ _____________________
Jennie Reyes, Clerk Date
Cass Lake-Bena Board of Education


