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Proudly Supporting Cultural Connection through Language 

Surrounded by the Quechan (Kwat-saan) Indian reservation, San Pasqual Valley Unified School 
District (SPVUSD), a small public school district, also borders Arizona and Mexico. The district 
is two miles from Yuma, Arizona, and eight miles from Algodones, Mexico. Our cultures, 
languages, and identities are intertwined. As such, we are working diligently to support cultural 
connection through language in our part of the country.  
 
We want our community and students to understand we can thrive together, even when 
celebrating culture-specific events. SPVUSD has started small with signs for our offices, doors, 
windows, traditional foods in the cafeteria, numbers, and colors. Our initial effort to highlight all 
three languages: English, Quechan, and Spanish, in one space has been beneficial for our 
students and community as representation enhances cultural connection and heritage.   

To enhance cultural pride and language acquisition across the district our staff received posters 
for their classrooms and office spaces. Students received a laminated 6” x 9” version to take 
home and practice with their families. We distributed posters to tribal offices and the local Head 
Start. SPVUSD had the privilege of having tribal elders, who are representatives of the Quechan 
Language Preservation department, teach staff members how to pronounce the words that are 
posted around the district on the signs. Soon they will be working with our students to promote 
language and culture. One step at a time will get us where we're going. Culture, language, 
identity. We are moving forward together.  

           

           


