
 OK2SAY Assem-
blies for grades 4 
and 5 

3/7 

Early release day- 
Students  dis-
missed @ 2:37 

3/12 

PTA mee ng @ 
9:30 in the cafete-
ria 

3/13 

Kindergarten  
Orienta on 6-7 

3/14 

Penny Wars 3/18  
through  
3/22 

Bryan Chick-   
Author Visit 

3/21 

Talent Show  Pre-

view from  4:15 -

6:15 

3/21 

Spring break - No 
school 

3/25  

through 

4/1 

Hungry Howie’s 
Night  

4/2 

Mobile Den st 4/4 

Half Day - Stu-
dents  dismissed 
@ 12:40 

4/5 

PTA mee ng @ 
9:30 in the cafete-
ria 

4/10 

Talent Showcase 
@ MHS Theater  

4/10 

Breakfast with a 
Buddy (8-9) 

4/16 

Cereal Box     
Challenge 

4/22 

3rd grade Disney 
trip to Lakeland 

4/24 

Building Hours: 

9:10 1st Bell (students may enter)  /  9:15 2nd Bell (school starts)  /  4:08  Dismissal 

March is Reading Month! 

We are having a Kurtz Family All-School Read.  This fun project started on Fri-
day, February 23 and will end on March 22. Every family in our school received 
a copy of the book The Secret Zoo by Bryan Chick. Every book includes partici-
pation directions of our reading schedule and a fun bookmark. Each night there 
are assigned chapters to read together as a family. Every Friday there will be 
trivia questions to be answered and the students will have a chance to win priz-
es if answered correctly.  

We are excited to have the author of The Secret Zoo book 
series, Bryan Chick, come to our school on March 21. He will 
be here for 2 sessions and to sign all the books. So please 
bring your books on that day.  

We will have other activities throughout the month and a 
reading celebration before spring break. An activity calendar 
is included with this newsletter, with all the exciting activities 
going on throughout the month.  We hope each family will 
join us in this fun Kurtz Family All- School Read. 

A special thank you to Ms. Evans, Mrs. Papciak and the PTA for keeping us con-
nected through March is Reading Month.  Last year we did our first all-school 
read at Kurtz and it was very well received by many of our families.  We all know 
that there are many benefits that come from taking the opportunity to read as a 
family.  That benefits further increase when your family reads as a part of a com-
munity.  We look forward to making many connections to The Secret Zoo , 
throughout the month. We hope to give students time at home, to share some of 
the connections they are making with their siblings and taller read-
ers.  I sincerely hope everyone is able to make time for reading 
together and then asking questions about the content that was 
covered during the read.        

From the Principal’s Desk… 

Kurtz Elementary School 

kurtzelementary 

@kurtzelementary 

Kurtz Elementary 
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Students in the Spotlight 

Congratulations to Harrison 
Bobola and Sterling David for 
being recognized as our Stu-
dents in the Spotlight this 
month.  

Harrison is a third grade stu-
dent in Mrs. Kazer’s class.  He 
is a leader in school.  Harrison 
is a role model in class and on 
the playground.  He knows what 
is expected of him and works 
hard to meet and exceed ex-
pectations.  Harrison cares 
about others and works hard to 
make sure he supports his 
peers whenever they need it.   

Sterling is a second grader in 
Mrs. Latimer’s class and is also 
viewed as a leader and role 
model among her second grade 
peers.  Sterling is a kind and 
creative student who loves to 
learn and share.  She is friendly 
to everyone she meets and her 
smile is contagious!  One of her 
favorite subjects is writing.   

Recently, she brought a book to 
school and was eager to share 

it.  The book was called Fire 
Cat and she had written 
it!  Her parents published 
the book and she was so 
excited to share it with eve-
ryone.  She read her writing 
with so much enthusiasm 
that when she was fin-
ished, you couldn’t help but 
to ask when she was writ-
ing the next Fire Cat sto-
ry!  We are so lucky to have 
her in our class and here at 
Kurtz.  Someday, we may be 
sharing her books during March 
is reading month!  

Both students exemplify the type 
of leadership attributes our staff 
and students recognize as mean-
ingful and effective.  

We celebrate our Students in the 
Spotlight each month because 
they make a difference at school 
and in our great community.     

The Kurtz Connector 

Milford Police have been alerted 
to address concerns related to 
Kurtz community members pick-
ing up or dropping off students 
from the neighborhood side of 
our campus.  We understand 
that parents may be using that 
area to avoid waiting in our for-
mal car loop in front of the 
school.  Our neighbors indicate 
that cars regularly block drive-
ways and/or narrowly avoid acci-

dents trying to navigate the narrow 
connecting road just behind our 
playground.   
 
Students who are allowed to exit 
the building through the play-
ground, reside in the neighbor-
hoods surrounding our building.  
Although we do not monitor or en-
force traffic in that area at the 
school level, car riders are ex-
pected to drop off and pick up stu-

Picking up or Dropping off between Hill & Noble? 
dents from the front of our build-
ing in the pick-up drop-off lane.   
 
Please consider using our formal 
pick-up and drop-off loop instead 
of the adjacent neighborhoods.  If 
you do, please be safe, follow 
posted signage and do not block 
driveways. 
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Penny Wars 

Kurtz Elementary is bringing 
back the Penny Wars for anoth-
er round of good-spirited fund-
raising and competition. All mon-
ey will be used to fund new in-
door and outdoor recess equip-
ment.  
 
This year’s event will take place 
during the week of March 18-
22.  Participation is open to all 
grades and the winning grade 

will get bragging rights, a trophy, 
and a pizza party.  
Collection jars, for each grade, 
will be placed in the media center 
window display. Each grade will 
come up with a team name 
by March 14.  The coins will be 
counted each day so everyone 
can see how the teams are pro-
gressing. Thank you for your par-
ticipation in this fundraiser. 

Kurtz Elementary School strives to create a 
safe zone for all students, staff members and 
visitors.  During the school day, we do not allow 
dogs on our school campus.  As the weather 
starts to warm up, we understand the interest 
our families may have in bringing the dog along 
to drop off or pick up Kurtz students from 
school each day.  We recognize and appreciate 
how well trained and/or well behaved your dog 
may seem, but we also respect the fact that all 
parents expect their child(ren) to be safe at 
school each day.  Even well-trained/behaved 
fury friends can have unexpected responses 
while out in public.  This means parents, guard-
ians, and visitors should not bring their four 
legged family members to the school at drop-off or pick-up time under any circumstances.   

It should be noted that you may hear about visits from Rosie, the district’s resident therapy dog.  Rosie 
has had extensive training and is a certified therapy dog and is recognized by the State of Michigan as a 
certified therapy dog.  Rosie also carries liability insurance as a part of the partnership agreement we 
have with her owner.     
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Join us in The Secret Zoo! 

We are so excited to be doing our 
Kurtz Family All School Read 
again for March is Reading 
Month.  We ask that you read 
with your child daily, but not 
ahead of the schedule. We are 
reading The Secret Zoo by Bryan 
Chick. Mrs. Papciak will be hand-
ing out trivia questions on Fridays 
based on the prior week’s read-
ing. If your child answers the 
questions correctly, they will have 
a chance to win a prize. Winners 
will be announced on Friday 
mornings, before lunch.  
 
On Thursday, March 21, Bryan 
Chick will be visiting our school! 

He will be signing all the books 
after the two assemblies. So 
make sure your child brings their 
book to school on 3/21.  
 
The book is about four friends 
who live near a zoo and one dis-
appears. They go to the zoo to 
find her and discover the zoo has 
many secret areas they didn’t 
know about. This is a six-book se-
ries. We are excited for another 
year of bringing families together 
through reading.  
 
READING SCHEDULE:  
2/26-Prelude and Chapters 1-3 

2/27-Chapters 4-6 2/28  
2/29-Chapters 7-9  
3/1-Chapters 10-12  
3/4-Chapters 13-15  
3/5-Chapters 16-18   
3/6-Chapters 19-21  
3/7-Chapters 22-24  
3/8-Chapters 25-27  
3/11-Chapters 28-30  
3/12-Chapters 31-33  
3/13-Chapters 34-36  
3/14Chapters 37-39  
3/15-Chapters 40-42  
3/18-Chapters 43-45  
3/19-Chapters 46-48  
3/20-Chapters 49-51  
3/21-Chapters 52-54 and After-
ward  
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We are very proud of the pick-
up and drop-off processes we 
have in place at Kurtz. We 
work hard to make this daily 
routine safe and effective. 
There are Kurtz staff mem-
bers assigned to ensuring our 
systems work effectively, 
while still making sure to use 
the time to connect with stu-
dents and provide support 
when and if support is need-
ed. We assure you that our 
system works and is most ef-
fective when visitors follow 
our plan. We are always fo-
cused on getting you in and 
out of the parking lot as quick-
ly as possible. Visitors can 
help us make pick-up and 
drop-off times flow best by not 
parking on the curb during 
pick-up and drop-off times.  

· Mind the 15 MPH speed 
limit on Kurtz Drive. 

· Vehicles should be pulling 
all the way up and quickly 
getting child(ren) in and 
out of the car. Please do 
not get out and help chil-
dren in or out of the vehi-
cle.  

Pick Up and Drop Off 

· Utilize pick-up and drop-off 
Kurtz staff or park if your 
child requires extra support.  

· Visitors should never pass 
in the left lane of the loop 
because it is not safe for 
our students and could (and 
has) resulted in damage to 
vehicles, 
adding un-
necessary 
stress on 
individuals. 
We feel 
strongly 
that pass-
ing really 
only has 
the poten-
tial to save 
a few sec-
onds on your commute and 
strongly expect you not to 
do it.  

· If you are planning to park, 
please park in a designate 
parking space. Kurtz staff 
members park in the back 
of the lot in order to make it 
as easy as possible for par-
ents to find a parking space 
in our small parking lot. Al-

so, students should never be 
walking through the parking 
lot without an adult. Parents, 
please observe the posted 
speed limit sign on Kurtz 
Drive.  

· We ask parents to respect 
our neighbors and nev-
er block driveways 
when you are picking 
up or dropping off. We 
have also been con-
tacted by our neighbors 
at the Document Store 
to ask parents not to 
use their parking lot as 
a pick-up space.  

Parents are not to es-
cort their child(ren) to 
their classrooms for 

various health and safety rea-
sons. Teachers meet their stu-
dents outside each morning to 
start the day in a positive and 
personal manner. Your participa-
tion in this process is both ex-
pected and appreciated. Please 
feel free to share ideas and sug-
gestions in writing with me, Mr. 
Chisik, at your earliest conven-
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PTA Corner - February Fun! 

Lunch with a Loved One 

The Kurtz Connector 

Stem Night Movie Night 

We had a busy month of February, 
with warmer temperatures and lots 
of fun PTA events. STEM night was a 
big success. The kids got to taste 
bugs, touch animal pelts and build 
the tallest cup tower. 

Other events included Movie Night, 
which was well-attended. Along with 
the popcorn, there were lots of 
laughs.  Pins and Pancakes was a 
friendly competition between the 
lanes. Parents, please take lots of 
photos while attending these events 
and send them to the PTA at kurt-
zelementarypta@gmail.com. Thank 
you. 

March 5- Hungry Howie’s Night 

March 9- Shamrock Shuffle 
March 13- PTA Meeting 9:30 
March 21- Talent Showcase Audi-
tions 4:15 in the Kurtz cafeteria 
March 18-22 Penny Wars  
March 25-April 1- Spring Break 
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LifeVac can save the life of someone with an airway obstruction and is another tool when basic life sav-
ing protocol has been followed without success or is unable to be used. LifeVac Kits can be found in 
many areas of our school. 
  
We have added 5 LifeVac Choking Rescue Kits around 
the building. Earlier this year we contacted LifeVac to 
order a free rescue kit for the building. Since then, a 
generous group of parents purchased 4 more kits for 
our school. They are located in the following areas. 
 
Cafeteria - By the stage door, on the wall  
AED - Next to the AED, outside of the gymnasium doors  
Staff Lounge - Inside the staff lounge, on the wall  
Media Center - Near Mrs. Papciak’s desk, on the wall 
Health Room - On the wall, above the medical gloves  
 
 

 

 

LifeVac Added at Kurtz 
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Ballot Proposal Coming 

Our district is gearing up for a 
ballot proposal that will be a 
zero tax rate increase to voters 
residing in the Huron Valley 
community.  The focus of this 
initiative is as follows:   
· Safety and security up-

grades 
· Modernizing buildings and 

meeting student program-
ming needs 

· Addressing Infrastructure 
(bathrooms, roofs, boilers, 
chillers, pavement) 

At the building level, our goal is 
to provide the details related to 
this proposal.  Your school team 

is focused on relaying infor-
mation, not in sharing opinions or 
directing people on how to vote 
on May 7.  There is a group of 
community members that is in 
place, in order to provide our fam-
ilies with information related this 
proposal.  The details related to 
this initiative were presented at 
our PTA meeting last month by 
our superintendent.  Opportuni-
ties for further discussion will be 
presented in our upcoming PTA 
meetings as well.   
 
In the meantime, if you have 
questions, please check out the 

comprehensive resources on our 
district’s web page (www.hvs.org) 
or by reaching out to our Kurtz 
team members via email: 
Leah Ohmer 
(leahohmer@hotmailcom) 
Jodie Binroth 
(jodie.binroth@harvarddruggroup
.com) 
Melinda Mihail
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