
 

 

 

 

Lenten Season 
 

 

Pastor Thiel will be leading us in the Lenten season worship on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm 
starting on Ash Wednesday, February 14. The series that will be focused on is "A Journey 
Through Luther's Catechism."  Ash Wednesday service will have communion and ashes 
imposed. 
 
Prior to each service a meal will be provided that is hosted by a group here at Faith.  Dinner will 
be served 5:20-6:20pm.  

• February 14       Chicken Fettuccini Alfredo     Stewardship 
• February 21       Goulash                                  Trustees 
• February 28       Baked Potato Bar                   Board of Education 

 

Board and Committee Updates 
 

 

Pastor Call Committee - Thank you to everyone who came out to welcome Pastor Nick Schram 
on Sunday, January 14. We had a wonderful time introducing him to Faith and he has made it 
back home to St. Louis safely. Pastor Schram is working to schedule some meetings with 
District contacts, and once he can get those completed he will take some time to deliberate his 
Call. He is hoping that it is not a long process, but it is dependent on other people’s availability to 
meet. During this time, we ask that you pray for him and his congregation, as he prayerfully 
considers his next steps. 

 

Member Facts 
Baptism 
Michael A. Ruggieri and Frederick J Ruggieri - Sun, Jan 7, parents Michael and Carly Ruggieri 

Stewardship - The Board of Stewardship Invites you to put your faith into action. Online or 
Paper Time and Talents Form is available to ALL members of Faith Lutheran. Our ministry 
thrives when our members find roles within our church to help. Relationships grow, and your 
faith is strengthened as you put it into action. Our old volunteer database is outdated, and we 
are inviting all members to consider taking 5 minutes to look through the new Time and Talents 
Form. Those currently serving should please fill out the form choosing the areas they are 
currently serving in. 
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The online form can be found on our website faithbaycity.org. Click on Menu, then volunteer. 
When the form pops up, please take a minute to read the directions. You will need to either 
choose YES or Not at this time to each question to submit your responses. When you click on 
YES, the options available in each section will appear. Online submissions will receive a 
confirmation email within 5 minutes, if the form was filled out correctly. Contact Krista Flory (989-
667-0181) if you are experiencing problems. 
 
Two urgent current needs are Screen Projection operator and Ushers. Both can be found in the 
section titled Worship Ministry (the last area) on the Time and Talents Form. Both roles are on a 
rotating basis and training is provided for the Projection Screen operator. 
 
Don’t want to do this online, then grab a paper form on the back pew ledge, fill it out and leave it 
in the box. EVERYONE who submits a form will hear back from us within a two-week period. If 
that doesn’t happen, let the office know! Thanking you in advance for your willingness to serve 
the Lord here at Faith Lutheran. Thank you to all who have already filled out this new form. 
 
Financial Secretary Note: 2023 Giving Statements were emailed on Monday, January 15, to 
everyone with an email address on file. Paper statements are available to those who have no 
email on file or requested one. They are in a box on the envelope table in the hallway by the 
bulletin board. If you did not get yours, please contact the office at 989-684-3430 or Krista at 
989-667-0181. 

 

Board of Trustees - It’s a new year and we are busy keeping our building and grounds in great 
shape. The new garage has passed inspection. Tom W. replaced the motor on the furnace 
compressor and the furnaces are up and running. Thanks to Rick Pavlik for demolishing and 
disposing of the old garage. When the weather gets warmer he will come back and complete the 
landscaping.  
 
We also welcome our new Trustees. Gordy Mueller, Rol Peppel and Mike Ruggieri. Thank you 
for volunteering. When new members join our team, we must say goodbye to some of our hard-
working members. Special thanks to Bob Rau for his 4 years of service and his great leadership 
this past year. Also, thanks to Charlie Wright and Pat Adamski for their contributions to our team. 
Our team is hard working and a blessing to the Faith family. 
 
The Stewardship Board is implementing a new program to make it easier for people to volunteer 
for the many projects we have during the year. If you are interested in volunteering for one of the 
projects the Trustees are involved in completing, please see the Stewardship section of this 
newsletter.  We thank those who have already signed up! 

 

School News 
 

 

2024-25 School Year Enrollment - Every child here at Faith Lutheran receives a 
superior Lutheran Christian education. Tell others about our school and share the news that 
enrollment is just around the corner! Our Open House will be Tuesday, Feb 20th from 5:30 - 
7:30pm. All community members are able to enroll starting at this time; don't wait to enroll your 
child! 

https://www.faithbaycity.org/give


 

Opportunities to Make Your Tithe/Offering 
 

 

Faith has a program which allows members to make electronic donations to the church.  You 
can choose the amount and frequency of your offering, just like using the traditional offering 
envelope.  This way, even if you are not able to make it to church some weekend, you can still 
keep current in your ability to fund God's work among us. You can: 
 
•    Text ‘GIVE’ To (989) 368-3448 or 
•    Give ONLINE at https://www.faithbaycity.org/give 

 

Events & Information 
 

 

Mission Distribution - The Stewardship Board has distributed the $3,000 for our 2Q Mission 
Distribution monies. The following organizations will be blessed tremendously by Faith’s 
generosity of $600 per organization. You cannot put a dollar amount on the far-reaching effect 
these organizations reach. THANK YOU! 

• Worship Anew – Expanding Christ’s Love with eh aging and unchurched in Michigan 
through weekly television on Worship Anew. 

• Sleep in Heavenly Peace – Building beds for children. “No child sleeps on the floor in our 
town” Faith could sign up and work on a project build. Call Karrie Gatza for more 
information. 

• H.I.S. Restorations Ministry – mission to provide a house of refuge and a safe place for 
adult women 18 years and older who find themselves homeless during pregnancy and/or 
immediately after delivery. 

• POBLO – meeting the physical, social, and spiritual needs of Muslims and other 
immigrants and refugees by sharing the love of Jesus in practical and culturally relevant 
ways 

• Imagination Library – provides all children in Arenac and Bay counties –ages birth to 
five-years-old—one book a month for sixty months. 

 

Michigan Church Extension Fund - If you are currently looking for a place to invest a portion of 
your savings, please keep the Michigan District Church Extension Fund in mind as an option. 
The Church Extension Fund (CEF) offers something other investment institutions do not; a 
ministry dividend. While earning competitive interest, your investments are used to further the 
expansion of God’s - Kingdom through loans to new missions, childcare centers, schools, and 
local congregations. While accomplishing all of this, consider what you could be earning on your 
current savings with the Fund with an investment at this time. A 1-year CD is currently paying 
4.75% (4.84% APY). An Extension Plus checking account will earn anywhere from 1.35% to 
2.20%, depending on the balance kept. For other investment opportunities and terms available, 
contact Tom Mueller, current volunteer congregational Rep. at 989-245-6703 or call the CEF 
offices at 800-242-3944. 

https://www.faithbaycity.org/give


 

Members of Faith - At our last Ladies Parish Service/LWML meeting, Scott Peterson of 
Wellspring Lutheran Services was our guest speaker.  He gave a wonderful presentation telling 
us all the Services that Wellspring Lutheran Services is involved in.  He said that some big items 
needed were beds, dressers, suitcases or back packs.  Some families are without enough beds 
or dressers for their own families or when a child goes into foster care they are needed along 
with suitcases or backpacks to transport their belongings.  If you have any of these items that 
are in good condition, please call Scott at (989)737-8117. 
 

 

Mission Grant for the Month - Mobile Kitchen - Forged by Fire Services, Gulf Coast 
Region, - $85,000.  Forged by Fire Services prepares food for communities following natural 
disasters.  They will come into a community with their trailer of supplies; set up their tent and 
kitchen and provide warm meals, bottled water, and spiritual care.  Grant money will purchase a 
mobile kitchen trailer.  The trailer will allow for faster setup, protection from weather changes , 
and require less space. To learn more, visit www.lwml.org/2023-2025-mission-grant-6. 
 

 

Layettes for Orphan Grain Train - The Ladies/LWML Parish Service Guild is gathering items 
together again this year to make Layettes for Orphan Grain Train.  We are asking for items from 
birth to 12 months.  There is a list of items needed on the shelf in the back of the church.  These 
do not have to be new items but can be gently used items - check thrift stores, garage sales, etc. 
We are always highly in need of Rubber pants and blankets. The Pack n Play will be in the 
Beyer Gathering Room from now until May 19.   If you have any questions pls call Barb Evans 
(989)450-1654 or Sue Bauer (989)860-4947.   
 

 

Faith Community Outreach - Our February noisy coin offering will go to Family of God, Detroit. 
The coin collection will be on Sunday/Monday, February 18 &19.  Family of God is a non-profit 
Lutheran ministry committed to bringing the transformative power of the gospel to the lives of 
those living in Southwest, Detroit. We are committed to building authentic relationships with 
those we serve and offering programs that support them in physical, spiritual, and emotional 
capacities. There is a hand out to grab as to what their urgent needs are. In March, Pastor Tyler 
from Family of God will be at Faith and will be able to take our collection back, with him.  Thank 
you, Faith! 
 

 

 

 

  

Smart Card Update - The Ladies Parish Service Guild will again be selling Smart Cards, but the 
cards won’t be distributed to organizations until sometime in June 2024.  At that time, they can 
be utilized for use immediately. They will also be good thru December 2025. The price will 
remain the same of $25 per book/packet.  Watch for upcoming arrival/sales announcements 
next year as we get closer to June 2024.  If you have questions, please call Marylee  
@989-397-5730.  
 
 
  

http://www.lwml.org/2023-2025-mission-grant-6


 

Valley Lutheran High School News 
 

 

Vacancies -  two full-time faculty positions beginning July 31, 2024.  The first is for Social 
Studies (U.S. History and Economics) and the second is for English (with a focus on writing and 
research).  The ideal candidate would have an LTD and a secondary teaching certificate in the 
appropriate subject area.  Interested candidates should submit a resume and cover letter to Dr. 
Lisa Meyers by mail (3560 McCarty Rd., Saginaw, MI 48603) or email lmeyers@vlhs.com 
Interviews are anticipated to begin by the end of February and continue until the position is filled. 

 

Trivia Night - Come join us for a fun night of trivia to support the Mexico Mission trip team as 
they raise money to build a house for a family in Baja, Mexico. It will be held on Saturday, March 
9, at 7:00pm at Immanuel Lutheran, Frankentrost.  Cost is $70 for a table of 8 or $10 per person 
if you RSVP to 989-372-2096 or rbrenner@vlhs.com. At the door cost is $15 per person.  Bring 
your own beverage and snacks - some snacks will be available for purchase. 

 

Thank You 
 

 

Noisy Coin Offering - Small change adds up! Our collection in January of $159 for Family of 
God - Detroit is so generous! Thank you! 

 

 

mailto:lmeyers@vlhs.com

