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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

RYLEY WALKER

Ryley Walker was born and raised in Blytheville, Arkansas, and
describes herself as calm, respectful, and kind. Her favorite class
is Journalism, with this year being her third year in the class.
Walker says her favorite part of being at BHS is being among
her peers and enjoying times that they celebrate together.

Walker is a leader in many clubs and honor societies at BHS,
including being the president of FBLA, French Honor Society,
French Club, Beta Club, and Target Club. In her free time, she
enjoys painting and working with the Children’s Ministry at the
New Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church. Walker states that
her main Inspiration is God, and her mother, Chanda Walker,
has been a great role model for her. Walker says her mother has
a strong work ethic, determination, and love for both Ryley and
her sister McKinley. “She instills in my sister and me the
importance of working hard, treating others with respect,
and never settling for less than our best.”

After high school, Walker plans to go to study nursing to
become a CRNA. She states that one of her greatest
accomplishments is maintaining all A's and staying number
one in her class throughout high school.

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

DOROTHY BROOKS

Intro to Business Teacher

Dorothy Brooks has taught at BHS for over 12 years. As a Blytheville
native, she enjoys teaching at BHS because she feels a sense of
community in the Chickasaw Tribe. After graduating from BHS in 1991,
she went on to earn a Bachelors of Business Administration from
Ashford University. She later earned a Master's in Teaching degree
with an emphasis in Business Technology from the University of
Arkansas at Monticello. Brooks states that BHS helped shape her into
the person she is, and that she wanted to return to do the same for
others. “I wanted to help students achieve their dreams just as
others helped me.”

Brooks has taught a variety of classes, including Intro to Business,
Personal Finance, Social Media, Survey of Business, Financial
Planning, Marketing & Analytics, and AP English. Brooks was inspired
to teach by three special women in her life: Ms. Sinclair, Ms. Irene
Aldridge, and her mother, Mrs. Elnora Bell. “Their guidance planted a
seed in me long before I recognized it myself.”

Brooks sponsors the Target Club and co-sponsors FBLA with Candice
Richardson. She enjoys singing, playing basketball and volleyball,
shopping, line dancing, and playing games. She hopes that she and
her colleagues can create a positive environment for students where
they can grow personally and academically.




BLYTHEVILLE COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS PARADE

On December 4, the city of Blytheville conducted its annual Christmas Parade.
It consisted of various floats and guests, with the beautiful lights of Main Street
to set off the evening. Despite frigid temperatures, all 64 registered entries
turned out to participate in the parade, including floats from the Blytheville

Emergency Squad, Ritz Civic Center, Entergy, Frigor Tec, and even our own BHS
Art Club. Popular animated characters “came to life” to march in the parade as
well. The highlight of the parade was Santa Claus himself, of course, riding in his
huge sleigh and waving to all the children. Adults and children of all ages came
out to experience the magic of Christmas.
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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

JAKYRAN MADDEN

A newcomer to BHS, Jakyran Madden was born and raised in
Lepanto, AR, and moved to Texas in eighth grade. He's now in
Blytheville to pursue basketball, where he sports the #13 and is
a starter for the Chickasaws. Madden states that Jeff Echols has
had the biggest impact on him as his coach and health class
teacher. He says “Coach Jeff” has supported him and helped

him adjust to his new environment. He also says, “My biggest
motivation is my momma. | want to care for her and repay
her for everything she's done for me.”

One lesson he's learned is not to care too much about what
others think. Madden's biggest athletic accomplishment is
being ranked #6 in Texas last year. The best piece of advice he's
received came from his middle school AAU coach: “The most
important play is the next play.”

Madden enjoys listening to music and making clothes using his
graphic design skills. He plans to follow his passion for
basketball by earning a scholarship or playing overseas like his
uncle. What excites him most about the future is proving
himself capable to the people he used to play against and with.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

LYON GUY

Zyon Guy proudly sports #3 for the Lady Chicks Basketball team,
yet her athletic commitments extend beyond basketball. She has
also been on the track team at BHS for two years, but began
much earlier during her time at Armorel schools. One of her
proudest moments was winning the basketball conference title
last year.

Zyon describes herself as an open book. She values the strength
and support of her family, particularly her mother and grandma,
who both motivate her the most. “Even when it feels like the
world's falling apart, they're right there.” Zyon's dedication
and perseverance as a student has paid off. She says that her
biggest accomplishment has been maintaining all A’s
throughout her senior year. “You really got to give it your all to
succeed. Remain humble and locked in.”

Zyon is an introverted extrovert, and values her ability to connect
with others through humor. Music helps her to stay focused and
driven. In her spare time, Zyon enjoys driving around to chill.

In the future, Zyon plans to pursue a career in sports medicine,
aspiring to become an athletic trainer. Her goal is to work for a
professional basketball team, and she is excited about the
opportunities that lie ahead.
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CAREER COUNSELOR
SPOTLIGHT

ROBILYN KEY

Robilyn Key is a guiding light for students at
Blytheville High School, serving as both a career
coach and a source of encouragement. Originally
from Luxora, Arkansas, she graduated from
Osceola High School and earned her degree from
Henderson State University. “This is my 7th year
here," she shares. Her admiration for Blytheville
High School, which she has long considered one
of the best schools in the district, influences her
choice to work there.

“Stay focused in class, encourage
one another, and don’t be afraid to
ask for help.”

Reflecting on her own education, Key was
shaped by her high school English teacher,
Irma Belcher, who taught with care beyond
grades. Key always emphasizes early career
planning, urging students not to wait until their
senior year to seek guidance and support. She
believes in fostering open conversations to
understand students’ whole selves, both
academically and personally.

Key frequently advises students to explore
paths beyond college and encourages them to
advocate for themselves. [dentifying as an
introvert, Key holds onto the inspiring quote,
“The day is yours for the seizing. Conquer it.”
With her dedication, she helps students realize
they are the architects of their own futures.




The next
Blood Drive
is Friday,
March 14.
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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

CURTIS RICHARDSON

Originally from Chicago and raised in Blytheville, Curtis
Richardson, has created cherished memories during his time iR
high school. His proudest moments include the excitement of
this year's football season. As a member of both football and
track, Richardson has worked hard to enhance his athletic skills.

After graduation, Richardson plans to attend college to pursue
a career in welding or construction. He says his ANC Welding
class has profoundly influenced him due to its connection to his
family. He encourages underclassmen to “never give up” and
reflects that “God gives his hardest battles to his strongest
soldiers.” He takes pride in maintaining good grades and
emphasizes the lesson to “lock in before it's too late.” His
motivation stems from his faith, reminding him that God never
gives up on him.

Richardson hopes to be remembered as a supportive friend to
underclassmen. He enjoys hobbies like attending church,
working out, and spending time with family. He expresses
gratitude to God in all circumstances and leans on the wisdom
of Proverbs 2:6 as a guiding principle. He believes his high
school journey has been defined by hard work, faith, and a
commitment to excellence.

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

DARA STILL

Academic Reading

With much experience in education and many accomplishments,
Dara Still is one of the many dedicated teachers at Blytheville
High School. Born in Blytheville, AR, and raised in Steele, MO, Still
graduated from South Pemiscot High School in Steele, MO, in
1998 and went on to earn a variety of degrees in education. She
first earned a Bachelor's degree in Early Childhood Education, and
then completed a Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction

and a Master's degree in Special Education K-12. She also earned
her Specialist degree in Special Education and Reading. Still
taught preschool in Steele, MO, for five years, and kindergarten in
Caruthersville Elementary for three years, before finally coming to
BHS in 2013.

Still says her favorite parts about teaching at BHS are the students
and the way that she feels at home, stating, “[It] feels like where
I'm supposed to be.” During her career at BHS, Still has primarily
taught ELA, however, she's also taught a few years of science, and
this year, she's added academic reading and math. When she’s
not teaching, Still enjoys spending time with her four
grandchildren, gardening, and building with Legos. Last year, Still
Still was honored with the Teacher of the Year recognition for
both BHS and the entire Blytheville School District, a reflection of
her hard work and dedication to the students and staff at BHS.




CHICKASAW BASKETBALL

BASKETBALL UPDATE

Although the Lady Chicks got off to a slow start, they're
getting back into the groove and coming into their new roles
as a team.

Several players are stepping into bigger roles this season,
including leadership changes and taking on more
responsibility on and off the court. The Lady Chicks are
prioritizing consistency and embracing the challenge,
whether it's leading vocally, setting the tone in practice, or
being more present in game situations.

The team is improving every day by building strong chemistry
and increasing effort and communication. After beating their
cross-town rivals, the Osceola Seminoles, 59-32, senior Zyon
Guy #3, Forward/Center, says, "It's good playing on the team
this year. I feel like we can make it very far; we just have to
get it together as a team and continue to be locked in."

Spectators find the Lady Chicks' Basketball games exciting,
intense, and full of school pride. They play with heart and
determination, making every game feel competitive and
meaningful from start to finish. Watching both teams
compete is a great reminder of the talent, dedication, and
pride that defines Blytheville athletics.

Though the preseason for the Chicks has been a
little different, with new faces and only three
practices as a team before their first game, the team
is pleased with their 4-1 start. They've faced some
challenges, but the Chicks are approaching the
preseason with the right mentality.

Johmir Guyton, the only returning starter from last
year's 25-game winning team, is getting better and
back into shape. Coach McKenzie Pierce, says of
Guyton and JaKyran Madden, a new face on the
team, “lI think we will have one of the best
backcourts in the state of Arkansas." Pierce went
on to say that it's a long season ahead. He said that
no two teams are ever the same, and they need to
continue to work hard in practice and do the right
things to be successful.

Chickasaw fans are in for a high energy and exciting
season, though some may find it nerve-racking with
neck and neck scores. Johmir Guyton #0, Point
Guard, says, "We just lost a lot of seniors, but we're
getting back to business. When it’s time to
compete, we're going to compete, and we just
gotta get tougher and have a little more
discipline”.



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

JOSEPH RILEY

Joseph Riley has been attending the Blytheville School
District for ten years. He is involved in FFA, Beta Club, National
Honor Society, Interact Club, Science Club, Art Club, Track and
Field, TSA (Technology Student Association), and Skills USA.
Riley’'s biggest accomplishment in high school, so far, is
winning two state championships for TSA. His favorite
motivational quote is: “No popping pills, because | want to
live.” -Chivias “PreachBoi” Spann

Riley’'s hobbies are cooking, reading, sleeping, baking, and
running. A fun fact about him is that his alarm tone is “No
Pills” by Chivias Spann, who happens to be his favorite artist.
Riley's biggest role model is his best friend, Aubrey, due to her
constant love and support through some of the darkest times
in his life.

After high school, Riley plans to go to a trade school for HVAC
and eventually become a multi-business owner. Riley will
mostly miss the pep assemblies after he graduates from high
school. His advice to the underclass is, “Don’t procrastinate.
Don’t pop any pills.”

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

KE'NIAYAH DAVIS

Ke'niayah Davis, is known to her friends as funny, kind, and
dedicated. She is excited to close out her high school
journey with confidence and determination. As graduation
approaches, Davis is most looking forward to earning her
diploma and taking the next step towards her future.

After graduation, Davis plans to begin working at Nucor,
continuing the strong work ethic that she has already
developed while balancing school and a job. Outside of
school, Davis spends most of her time working at Burger
King, where she jokes that she might as well be called the
“Burger Queen.” Her dedication and responsibility are clear
through her commitment to both school and work.

One of Davis's favorite high school memories is
homecoming, a time that stands out as fun and
unforgettable. When reflecting on the educators who made
an impact on her journey, she credits Orissa Williams as a
teacher who inspired her the most.

Davis encourages underclassmen to “make the most of
your time and create lasting memories.” Her favorite
quote by J.Cole reflects her confidence and individuality.




Winter Traditions Around the World

Traditions in Asia

e Shogatsu is a holiday in Japan that takes place
fromn December 31 to January 2, celebrating the
end of the year.

e People go to local temples to pray, give children
money, and visit the imperial palace.

Traditions in North & South America

In Colombia, people celebrate Las Novenas, a 9-day
prayer cycle leading up to Christmas Eve.

Hanukkah, a Jewish holiday, is widely celebrated in
Argentina. Celebrations consist of candlelighting each
night for eight days and feasting on favorite dishes.

In the Dominican Republic, people make wooden, hand-
crafted Christmas trees and decorate them with
ornaments and bright colors.




SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

AAKIARIA COTHRAN

Aakiaria describes herself as an amazing and chill person,
someone who always looks out for the people she cares
about. “If one of my guys needs something, I got them,”
she says.

Aakiaria’s favorite part of BHS has always been the people
because she likes seeing everybody. Her favorite memory is
becoming best friends with Tylan Echols and Tadarrious
Toney, friendships she'll cherish long after graduation.

She lives by the inspirational words of Mark 9:23, “Everything
is possible for one who believes.” It's a quote that reflects
her determination, her faith, and her belief in the possibilities
ahead.

After high school, Aakiaria plans to pursue a career as a day
trader or data analyst. Her passion for learning new things
makes these paths especially appealing to her. One of
Aakiaria’'s biggest motivations is seeing A’'s and B's on her
report card and knowing she's making her parents proud. Her
life goal is simply to become successful.

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

MADISON MOSLEY

Madison Mosely describes herself as a creative, sassy, and
optimistic individual. These qualities have shaped her
involvement and leadership at BHS, including her membership
in Target Club, Beta Club, and National Honor Society. She is also
the president of FCCLA.

Outside the classroom, Mosley enjoys cooking, tech design, and
styling outfits. She loves school-wide events like pep rallies,
football, and basketball games. Her favorite memory from BHS is
being selected for the homecoming court. Mosley describes her
senior year as “bittersweet.” “You’re at the end, but everything
you’ve been surrounded by comes to an end too. It feels like
you’re starting over.”

After graduation, Mosley plans to go to college to become an
ultrasound technician, because she wants to help others in a
meaningful way and “show that greatness can come from
anywhere.” She hopes to continue growing, evolving, and
creating a new version of herself as she becomes an adult.

Her biggest motivation is her mother, Kametha Evans, who
pushes her to be a better version of herself. Mosley's words of
advice come from George Bernard Shaw, “Life isn’t about
finding yourself; life is about creating yourself.”




% BHS CHOIR

BHS CHOIR CONCERT

Blytheville High School's choir presented a successful and engaging
concert at the First United Methodist Church of Blytheville under the
direction of the choir director, Walter Sykes. The performance
highlighted the dedication and growth of the choir students, who have
spent months preparing for this public event. Their hard work was
evident through strong vocals, unity, and confidence on stage.

The concert featured a variety of selections that allowed students
to showcase their range and work together. Under Sykes's
leadership, the choir continues to develop both musically and
personally, making the concert an enjoyable experience for family,
friends, and community members in attendance, marking another
a proud moment for the Blytheville High School community.

The choir students' commitment and discipline were clearly
reflected in their performance, as each singer played an important
role in the success of the concert. The event not only celebrated
musical talent but also highlighted the strong sense of teamwork
and pride within Blytheville High School's choir program.

Other recent appearances of the BHS Choir include the Rotary Club
of Blytheville and the Arkansas Northeastern College Community
Choir Concert, which is also under the direction of Walter Sykes.
The choir also sang at the Blytheville Courthouse for Veteran's Day.




SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

KAYLEE KIMBLE

Kaylee Kimble has been attending the Blytheville School
District since the second grade. She describes herself as
questionable, hyper, and funny. Something that people may
not know about her is that she is literally “the queen” (2025
Debutante Queen). Her hobbies include playing sports like
volleyball and softball. Kimble is also an active member of the
Art Club, Prayer Club, Trio, FBLA, French Club, and is a National
Honor Society inductee.

Kimble's favorite moment from high school is volleyball senior
night because it was so memorable. If she could relive one day,
it would be the summer of her junior year when Trio went to
Washington, DC. “Although the activities weren't that good,
the people made me live in the moment.” Her biggest
accomplishment is how she’s grown academically and
personally.

Kimble's biggest inspiration is her mother, who pushes her
toward her goals. After graduation, she plans to major in
business and finance to become a financial advisor. Her favorite
quotes are “A Change Is Going to Come” and “Trouble Don't
Last Always.”

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

MALLORY STORMER

9" Grade ELA

Mallory Stormer grew up in Brookland and Jonesboro, AR. She
attended Brookland Public Schools until she was in high school, then
attended Brookland High School until she dropped out and earned
her GED. She then earned a B.S.E. in English Education from Arkansas
State University. She's currently working toward a Master's in
Educational Technology and Instructional Design. Before teaching,
Stormer had her own business making and selling natural crystal
jewelry.

Stormer began teaching in 2021 at the Academies of West Memphis
(West Memphis High School) and joined Blytheville High School this
year. She loves teaching English and enjoys the supportive
community and faculty at BHS. “I wanted to help make a difference
for the students here.” Her classroom stands out for its unique,
darker aesthetic, and she's always available to help her students. A
value she tries to pass on to her students is to be empathetic to those
around you and always consider that words can be as sharp as
swords. “There is value in thinking before you speak.”

Outside of school, Stormer enjoys spending time with her family,
reading, making jewelry, and going on nature walks. She's married to
her husband, Daniel. They have 2 children, a 15-year-old son, and an
almost 4-year-old daughter. They also have two cats, Severus and
Drax, and two dogs, Joker and Loki.




CLUB SPOTLIGHT

The Blytheville High School French Club, sponsored
by Mrs. Candice Groves, provides students with
opportunities to get involved at school while
building connections with their peers. In addition to
club activities and discussions, members participate
in community service and fundraising efforts. The
club recently raised money for club tee-shirts by
selling World's Finest Chocolate. Through these and
other activities, students gain leadership experience,
teamwork skills, and a greater sense of school
involvement. Groves supports the club by
encouraging participation and creativity among its
members.

Above: Winner (tied) of the Bliche de Noél competition,
freshman Keontae Phillips’s Nutella Strawberry cake.

Below: Winner (tied) of the Blche de Noél competition,
sophomore Ty'Rica King's Chocolate Cherry cake.

During the Christmas season, the French Club combines
community service with French cultural traditions. Members
participate in the Angel Tree program by collecting and
providing gifts for children in need, giving students the
opportunity to support local families during the holidays. The
club also hosts an end-of-year Christmas party, encouraging its
members to bring a mix of French and American foods to
celebrate the end of the semester, reflect on their
accomplishments, and strengthen friendships between upper-
and underclassmen.

One of the most anticipated events is the Blche de Noél
competition, where students create traditional French
Christmas cakes. Crafted in the shape of a Yule Log with endless
varieties of flavors, the cakes are judged on presentation and
creativity. The competition adds a fun and tasty educational
element to French holiday customs.



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

MATTHEW TERRY

Matthew Terry is making his senior year at BHS one to
remember by leading with faith, creativity, and purpose.
Outside of class, Terry spends his time in ministry and
creative work, including graphic design, videography, and
music.

One of Terry's favorite things at BHS is the Prayer Club
meetings, where he values the opportunity to talk with
other students about God and how faith applies to daily
life. Terry is looking forward to making lasting memories
during his final year of high school and building his future
after the school year ends. His motivation comes from the
Word of God, which inspires him daily to lead, stay
focused, and be different.

Terry advises underclassmen to, “Be yourself. Don’t try to
be someone you’re not. Be who God created you to be
and walk in your purpose.” Terry also lives by the Bible
verse, Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me.”

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

LA’KIYA PRESTON

- ; La'kyia Preston describes herself as hardworking because
she is always on task both in and out of school. “I'm very

P ongoing I'm always on task, at school and outside of
"‘ H school, I'm very smart and dedicated to what I do.”

Preston’s favorite things at BHS are the pep rallies, games,
and moments that bring the student body together. Her
goals include graduating with full credits, earning A-B
honor roll, and being a good person.
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Preston’s favorite memory at BHS is making it to senior year,
and the experience she's most excited for is graduation. Her
advice to underclassmen is, “Have the mindset that if you
want to do it, just do it. Don’t second-guess yourself, be
positive, do your work, and come to school.”
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After high school, Preston plans to get a second job and
attend college, where she will begin pursuing her career
goal of becoming an OB-GYN. She credits her motivation to
her aunt and dad, Latina and Louis, who inspire her to keep
pushing forward. While she's looking forward to leaving
school, and she says she'll miss Ms. Kim Byrd the most.






SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

NATHAN KING

Nathan “Nate” King is the son of Derick King and Michelle
Johnson. He is a starting D-lineman/O-lineman for the
Blytheville Chickasaws. At school, King is a smart, respectful,
and kind-hearted young man. Outside of school, he enjoys
working out, playing the game, and relaxing.

Three words to describe King are funny, chill, and athletic. His
goal in life is to be the best version of himself possible. He wants
others to know how hard he is working and encourage them to
do better and work harder.

King's favorite subject is math. He doesn’'t have a favorite
teacher because every teacher has been so nice to him. King's
favorite memory at BHS was going to Arkansas Boys’ State. His
closest friend is God, and he is motivated by the fear of failing.

King's advice to underclassmen includes, “Do your best and
take the classroom seriously, so you can prepare yourself for

the future,” and “Living a life full of regret will be your
biggest regret in life.”

After high school, King plans to attend college and major in

business entrepreneurship.

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

LISA CHEW

JAG & Transitional Literacy

Lisa Chew is a passionate educator in her 4th year of
teaching. This year, she teaches Transitional Literacy and JAG
(Jobs for Arkansas Graduates), where she focuses on building
students’ communication skills and prepares them for real-
world challenges. Her classroom is highly engaging, with
hands-on activities, role-playing, and opportunities to explore
careers and workplace expectations.

Chew attended Arkansas Northeastern College and earned
her Bachelor's degree in Business from the University of
Phoenix (online) in 2023. A proud graduate of Blytheville High
School, she chose to stay and give back to the community
that helped shape her and her family.

Known for her encouraging and energetic teaching style,
Chew motivates her students with her favorite phrase, “Let’s
go, let’s get it!” She believes in meeting students where they
are, celebrating their progress, and helping them grow into
respectful, productive individuals.

To students, Chew says, “Do your best in everything you do
because that's all anyone can ask of you.”
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MEET OUR JOURNALISM/MEDIA TEAM

2026 #WeAreBHS
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12" grade 3rd year journalist 3rd year journalist
3rd year journalist
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Check out “The Arrow” newspaper page in the NEA Town Courier
to see more about what's happening at Blytheville High School!

BHS Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/blythevillehigh

BSD Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/BlythevilleSchoolDistrict
Blytheville School District: www.blythevilleschools.com

600 N 10'" Street | Blytheville, AR 72315 | 870-762-2772
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