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THE HISTORY OF ISAAC DISTRICT 

Since 1924 the history of Isaac District can best be described as 

a biographical sketch of the achievements of the retiring superintendent, 

Mr. J.B. Sutton. However, to make this history complete it is necessary 
.  
to go back to 1878 on September 28 when Isaac District No. 5 was created. 

At this time Phoenix was a thriving city of 4,000 population. The early 

records were scant but they do show the first trustees of the district to 

be R.J. Cartwright and Samuel Franklin. In 1881 the trustees were William 

Isaac, $a111Uel Franklin and R. Cartwright. The records show no election in 

1885 so E.E. tsaac, Henry Franklin and C.H. Christy were appointed. The 

district gets its name from'one of these early families. 

The first school, 4 two room frame structure, .was built about 

half a mile west from the present junior high school site. Two names of 

teachers found in the records were Julia Pomeroy and Bill Murray, The 

records of 1904 gave lit�le more information. The school was maj:J\tained 

for seven months with an enrollment of 39 pupils. The handsome salary of 

$468.75 was paid Miss Hattie M. Green for the year's work . 

Early in the 1890 1 s two rooms were built at the present Isaac 

School site. These rooms are numbers 23 and 24 in the building known as 

Sutton Hall. The old frame building which hous�d the first school was 

sold. In 1912 the Wednesday Social Circle, which later became Isaac 

Womer:s Club, was organized by the women in the community. Mrs. Sutton 

is a former president of this group. The club served the needs of the 

teachers in the Isaac District as a sort of P.t.A. until one was organized 

in 1951. The Womens Club still holds its monthly meeting in Leisure Lodge, 

a building on the school grounds. 

Anot-her-bu-ild-ing program in 1-915 added two more rootns to the 

two previously built. But the greatet building programs were to come with 

the hiring of a young principal, J.B. Sutton, who came to the district in 

1925. From an A.D.A. of 10 in 1881, the school had grown to an enrollment 



















10. 
to have its own audio visual library. This was started in 1948 while other

schools were still us:f.n.g the film coope:-ative. The Isaac .;unior H:!.gh School 

was started in 1965 and was the first in the Greater Phoenix area. The same 

junior high started in 1965 was the first to offer a program of child 

training care. Another. first came in 1966 when the closed circuit 

Instructional T.V. was installed at Isaac. 

Mr. Sutton, your strength and guidance has made possible much of 

the growth of the Isaac Oistrict. The people of the district salute you. 

The teachers and administrators will work hard to keep the pace for progress 

that you have set for them. 

Information compiled for J.B. Sutton's 
retirement dinner by Mrs. Corinne 
Foster and Mrs� Mary Stevens. 

April 1968 


