Bertrand Community School
February 2025

From the Desk of the Superintendent

February Marks Career Technology Month and an Exciting New Chapter for Our School

As we celebrate Career Technology Month, | am thrilled to share our exciting new initiative that
will shape the future of our students and our community. This month marks the official start of our
school's Career & College Programming—a comprehensive plan designed to prepare students
for success in both education and the workforce.

Through this innovative programming, students will have the opportunity to pursue three-year
concentrations in a variety of career fields, allowing them to explore their strengths and interests
in a meaningful and personalized way. Our goal is to equip every student with the skills,
knowledge, and confidence they need to achieve their dreams and thrive in an ever-changing

world.

To kick off this exciting initiative, the Bertrand Area Community Fund is hosting the Hometown
Career Fair at the school on February 26 from 8:15—11:00 a.m. This event will bring together
local businesses to spotlight the incredible opportunities for collaboration between our school and
the Bertrand community. The Career Fair will serve as a gateway for students to engage with pro-
fessionals, explore job shadowing and work-based learning opportunities, and envision their fu-
ture careers right here in Bertrand.

Career Technology Education (CTE) programming is not only about preparing students for the
future; it's about celebrating the exceptional talent and potential that already exists within our

school. As your superintendent, | am continually inspired by the hard work, curiosity, and resili-
ence of our students. | am proud to lead such an outstanding school as we embark on this new

chapter.

| encourage all families, students, and community members to join us on February 26 for the
Hometown Career Fair. Together, we can continue to build a strong, connected community that
supports the success of every student and opens doors to endless possibilities.

Thank you for your support as we take this exciting step forward.
In Service,

Nicole J. LeClaire



Principally Speaking......

Celebrating 100 Days of School!

Thursday, January 23rd was the 100th day of school. Elementary teachers and students
celebrated the 100th Day of School with learning activities and games centered around
100-days.

Weather/Playground
We ask that all students are sent to school with proper winter wear each day. Please review

our weather conditions for outdoor recess below.

Students will play outdoors when (teacher discretion)
e There is light precipitation (e.g. snow flurries, drizzle)
e Snow is on the ground, (depending upon how different play areas are affected).
e If the “feel like” temperature is 15 degrees or below students will not go outside for

recess

Playground Conditions
Students will be permitted to use playground equipment, grass area, and asphalt/concrete
play areas when conditions are suitable for safe play. Safety considerations include:

e Equipment that is dry and ice free

e Playground is not muddy or icy and asphalt/concrete play areas are not icy

e Snow is not deep enough to inhibit students walking/running

Raising Children
Raising children is a hard job and can be challenging at t|mes To create positivity and self
esteem in a child can be as simple as adding a few new phrases into your interactions.

Here are some child interaction tips that might be helpful:

e Compliment your child on a character trait. For example:

“I love your compassionate heart!”

“The kindness you express to our family and your friends is awesome!”
*I respect your effort and resiliency!”

“I appreciate your positive attitude!”

“I appreciate you doing your best!”

“You are such a great help when you put your things away.”

It's a great help when you do the dishes or help with supper.

“Thank you for being so kind.”

These small phrases can make a significant impact on our children's self-esteem and
behavior.

Safety First Slow Down
As we greet children in the morning for school, we've noticed some driving behavior that

needs to be addressed. Please remember to drive slowly and safely when dropping off your
child(ren) at school, even if you may be late for work or an appointment.



It's essential to hold your speed to a minimum when dropping students off at the entrance.
We also caution against dropping students off in the middle of the street and having them
cross in front of traffic. We recommend entering the drop zone from the west to east and
waiting in line for the cars in front of you to move, rather than driving in front of other
vehicles or buses to drop off your child(ren). Your child(ren)'s safety is our top priority.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration in this matter.

As Always
If you have suggestions or concerns please feel free to contact the school and speak with

administration.

The Last Laugh
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doctor if needed.

home.

evaluated by my
doctor if needed.

school.

If your child has strep throat or another bacterial infection, he/she should stay home until the antibiotic has been given for at least 24 hours
and your health care provider has given permission for your child to return to school. We encourage you to seek medical attention when your
child is sick and to follow your health care provider's recommendations about returning to school and other activities.



Give your child the gift of education at
Bertrand Community

Preschool

We're now accepting enrollment for the 2025-2026 school year

Calling all three-year-old and four-year-old children! We have a fun, exciting and new journey for you. Join us
at our preschool to learn, grow and develop skills for your future. We work with the GOLD Program to provide

activities that are focused on early childhood theories and research. Our goal is to work with children to help

them grow in a variety of ways such as social emotional, physical, language, cognitive, literacy, mathematics,
science and technology, social studies, and the arts. We strive to give students skills to become independent,

curious, and self-confident learners before they enter into Kindergarten.
If you are interested in enrolling your child to attend Bertrand Community Pre-school, please request an enroll-
ment document by contacting Alyce LeBlanc at
(308) 472-3427 or alyce.leblanc@bertrandvikings.org
Preschool tuition is $100 per month

L%

Congratulations to our
RPAC Choir Singers:

Malia Brown, Logan
Schutz, Evie Pelton, &
Caleb Patterson

Accelerated Reader

Congratulations to the following students who reached another
level in December!

Bronson DeBoer Jozlyn Weber Jayton Kreitman
MaLynn Gardine Mulisha Frazier Shiloh Birkel
Cora Samuelson Grady Furnish Lillian Vinzant
Kaleb Wolf Ella Hamilton Paisley Brown
Blakely Hock Camren Holbrook Avery Kreitman
Sheila Mejia Reyes Kamdyn Wentz Cash Samuelson

Crew Pierce Carson Collicott Peighton Tomes
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Bertrand Community Calendar of Events

February 2 B/B Hat Co @ 6:00 pm ~ Location: Studio 607

February 4 Red Cross Blood Drive

February 7 Community Coffee @ 9:30 am ~ Bertrand Nursing Home

February 8 Hi-Line Golf Course Fundraiser 6:00 pm at Bertfrand Community Building
February 11 Village of Bertrand Board Meeting 6:00 pm at Village Hall

February 14 Valentine's Day Dinner @ 6:00 pm ~ Young at Heart Senior Center, call for reservations
by February 10th at 308-472-5010.

February 15 Sound Bowls @ 6:00 pm, $20 ~ Location: Studio 607
March 23 Spaghetti Dinner @ Young at Heart Senior Center (watch for more details)

April ~Easter Bake Sale @ Young at Heart Senior Center
(follow Young at Heart Senior Center-Bertrand for more details or call Shelly at 472-5010 for alll
upcoming events or to be added fo their monthly newsletter)

: i T R The Village of Bertrand would like to thank the school students and their families for all the
\/ALENTINE S. donations received in December. We also would like to thank all the churches and other donors

gA that help support the Bertrand Food Pantry, it is much appreciated. The Village of Bertrand’s Food
Pantry is located at 507 Minor Avenue. This is available for anyone with a need.
P y yone A e

Please contact the Village Office at 472-3455 with
any questions, we are always willing to

53509 s s R EOA 7 50 accommodate during and after business hours.
SPONSOR 70 BUSINESS DISPLAY COPIES FOR $10
One hundred copies of Town Square It’s easy to be a sponsor. Call or text
are distributed every week! Of these, ~—o |BERTRAND| G~_~ Karen Nelson at 308-325-0448 or write to
70 are display copies provided free to bertrandtownsquare@gmail.com. In return,
read in 29 Bertrand locations. Display TOWN SQUHRE you get an individually designed business ad or
copy sponsorship makes this possible. g I personal message. Thank you for your support!

R SAVE THE DATE
O giesomeoee » COMMUNITY BLEACHER PROJECT
SGARAGESALE;
Fundraising has begun for replacing the old and constructing new

permanent bleachers for the Rodeo Arena and Football Field
Bertrand Garage o LT e

Sale Day

July 26, 2025 Coordination amoung the
Bertrand Chamber of Commerce, S
Little Vikings After School Care is now available! Call Lauren Bertrand Community School and <z Peme et ol ondtion s foclicceion
Peterson for more information at 402-995-1346. the Village of Bertrand
Kid Care

S~

After-School



Dinner served at "with auction to
follow
At the Loomis Community Building.

FFA members are required to work 8
hours. Help us raise money for state
convention and other events our
chapter is involved in!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Dear Friends of the Bertrand Higher Education Fund,

The committee to distribute scholarships from the Bertrand Higher Education Fund (BHEF) will be meeting this
spring. BHEF Scholarships are different from memorial and other “flow-through™ scholarships that move
through the BHEF account. Many people are not financially able to establish large, continuous scholarships on
their own, but this fund allows people to make donations of all sizes. The donations are then pooled together to
help Bertrand graduates realize their dream of higher education. Certainly, the goal also continues to be support
of our community through support of our students and their futures.

Last year 6 $300 scholarships were awarded to students going into the following areas of study: criminal
justice, physical therapy, health, ministry, business, agriculture, and education. If you believe this is a
worthwhile cause and wish to participate, please make checks payable to BHEF, drop them off at the school

or mail your contribution.

Donations may be made at any time during the year. However, in order to donate towards the class of 2025 we
would like to have your donation by Thursday, March 17, 2025. Donations sent by this date help us prepare
for our annual selection meeting when we determine how many scholarships the BHEF can afford to award to
this year's graduates.

Remember, your donation is tax deductible.

Please pass this information on to anyone who you think might be interested. If you have any questions, please
contact any of the committee members listed below. The graduates of Bertrand Community School and the

BHEF committee members thank you for your help!

Sincerely,

Bertrand Higher Education Fund (BHEF) Committee Members:

Bob Dahlgren Janice Gengenbach Larry Marshall Mandy Sand
Brent Samuelson Jennifer Kaps Haley Munter Courtney Johnson
Steve Bristol Nicole LeClaire

Please return this portion with your donation check made payable to BHEF by March 17, 2025 and drop off
or mail to the school:

Bertrand Community School

503 School St.

Bertrand, NE 68927

Thanks for helping BCS graduates!

Name(s):

BHEF Scholarship Donation: $




