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Montana School District ARP ESSER Plans 

Federal Requirement 

The US Department of Education (USED) required the OPI to establish a process for 

district plans consistent with the ARP ESSER requirements for the use of ARP ESSER 

funds and ensure plans be made available to the public, within no later than 90 days after 

a district received its ARP ESSER allocation (August 24, 2021 ). The requirements for the 

school district plans include, at a minimum, how districts will: 

1. use funds to implement prevention and mitigation strategies;

2. use the funds totaling not less than 20% to address lost instructional time;

3. spend its remaining 80% of ARP ESSER funds;

4. respond to needs of student disproportionately affected by the pandemic; and

5. meaningfully engage with and consult stakeholders in crafting their plans.

Each of these federally required components are embedded into this school district ARP 

ESSER plan. 

In addition, the USED requires the OPI to support and monitor each school district's use of 

ARP ESSER funds, including: 

i. implementation of evidence-based interventions;

ii. address the student groups specifically that were disproportionately impacted by the

pandemic; and 

iii. identify, reengage, and support students who have experienced the impact of lost

instructional time. 

The plan will provide the information necessary for the OPI to support and monitor school 

districts as they move forward. 

State Components 

Throughout this school district ARP ESSER plan, the OPI has emphasized local control 

and coordination of state initiatives and requirements so that school districts can identify 
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