
 
Learn about requirements for Kindergarten Enrollment 

• To enroll in Kindergarten for the 2024 - 2025 school year, a child must be five on or before September 30, 2024: 
• A child who will be five years of age on or before September 30, 2024 will be enrolled in kindergarten.  
• A child who will be six years of age on or before September 30, 2024 must be enrolled in school; will be enrolled 

in first grade if the child has completed an accredited kindergarten program; and will be enrolled in kindergarten 
if an accredited kindergarten program has not been completed. 

 

Birth Certificate 
Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, no pupil shall be 
admitted for the first time to any public school in any school division in 
this Commonwealth unless the person enrolling the pupil shall present, 
upon admission, a certified copy of the pupil's birth record. The 
principal or his designee shall record the official state birth number 
from the pupil's birth record into the pupil's permanent school record 
and may retain a copy in the pupil's permanent school record. If a 
certified copy of the pupil's birth record cannot be obtained, the 
person so enrolling the pupil shall submit an affidavit setting forth the 
pupil's age and explaining the inability to present a certified copy of the 
birth record. If the school division cannot ascertain a child's age 
because of the lack of a birth certificate, the child shall nonetheless be 
admitted into the public schools if the division superintendent 
determines that the person submitting the affidavit presents information sufficient to estimate with reasonable certainty the age 
of such child. 
However, if the student seeking enrollment is a homeless child or youth as defined in § 22.1-3, the school shall immediately enroll 
such student, even if such student is unable to produce the records required for enrollment, and shall immediately contact the 
school last attended by the student to obtain relevant academic and other records, and shall comply with the provisions of 
Subtitle VII-B of the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq.), including 
immediately referring the parent of the student or the youth to the local school division liaison, as described in the federal Act, 
who shall assist in obtaining the necessary records for enrollment. 
Upon the failure of any person enrolling a pupil to present a certified copy of the pupil's birth record, the principal of the school in 
which the pupil is being enrolled or his designee shall immediately notify the local law-enforcement agency. The notice to the 
local law-enforcement agency shall include copies of the submitted proof of the pupil's identity and age and the affidavit 
explaining the inability to produce a certified copy of the birth record. 

Within 14 days after enrolling a transferred pupil, the principal of the school in which the pupil has been enrolled or his designee 
shall request that the principal or his designee of the school in which the pupil was previously enrolled submit documentation that 
a certified copy of the pupil's birth record was presented upon the pupil's initial enrollment. 

Principals and their designees shall be immune from any civil or criminal liability in connection with any notice to a local law-
enforcement agency of a pupil lacking a birth certificate or failure to give such notice as required by this section. 

A certified copy of a birth record for a person born in Virginia may be obtained from the Division of Vital Records and Health 
Statistics at the Virginia Department of Health. 

 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/vital_records/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/vital_records/


Social Security Numbers 

Neither the Department of Education nor any local school board shall require any student enrolled in a public elementary or 
secondary school or receiving home instruction pursuant to § 22.1-254.1, or his parent, to provide the student's federal social 
security number. 
 
The Department of Education shall develop a system of unique student identification numbers. Each local school board shall 
assign such a number to each student enrolled in a public elementary or secondary school. No student identification number shall 
include or be derived from the student's federal social security number. Each student shall retain his student identification 
number for as long as he is enrolled in a public elementary or secondary school in the Commonwealth. 
 

Proof of Residency 
Section 22.1-3 of the Code provides that the public schools in each school division “shall be free to each person of school age who 
resides within the school division.” 
 
Section 22.1-1 of the Code defines a person of school age as “a person who will have reached his fifth birthday on or before 
September 30 of the school year and who has not reached twenty years of age on or before August 1 of the school year.” 
 
For the purposes of enrollment, the local school division determines whether a student meets the residency requirements in 
accordance with § 22.1-3 of the Code, which state that a person of school age shall be deemed to reside in a school division under 
the following circumstances: 

• The student is living with a natural parent or a parent by legal adoption. 
• The student has a parent in the military and is living with a noncustodial parent or other person standing in loco parentis, 

not solely for school purposes, pursuant to a Special Power of Attorney executed by the custodial parent. 
• The student’s parents are deceased, and the student is living in loco parentis with a person who resides in that locality. 
• The student is living in the locality, not solely for school purposes, as an emancipated minor. 
• The student is experiencing homelessness as described in § 22.1-3(A)(7). 
• The student is living with another person who resides in the school division, not solely for school purposes, and that 

individual: (a) is the court-appointed guardian, or has legal custody, of the person; or (b) is acting in loco parentis pursuant 
to placement of the person for adoption by a person or entity authorized to do so under § 63.2-1200; or (c) is an adult 
relative providing temporary kinship care as defined in § 63.2-100 when the student’s parents are unable to care for him 
or her. 

 
The school division may require one or both of the parents and the adult relative providing kinship care to submit certain 
documents and verifications in order to enroll the child. In addition, a school division may also require the parent or adult relative 
to obtain written verification from the department of social services where the parent or parents live and/or where the kinship 
care provider lives, to show that the kinship care arrangement serves a legitimate purpose that is in the best interest of the child 
and is not solely for purposes of school enrollment. 
For the purpose of establishing residency, a person is deemed a resident of the school division when any or all of the building in 
which they reside is taxable by the locality in which the school division is located. Any student who resides on property that is 
located in one or more school divisions who is registered for enrollment in a school division prior to July 1, 2019, and any sibling of 
such student, shall continue to be deemed to reside in the enrolled school division. 

Please see § 22.1-3 of the Code for more information regarding residency. 

Street Address 
Documents submitted for admission of any child to public schools in the Commonwealth, except such documents required in 
accordance with §§ 22.1-3.1 and 22.1-270, shall include the street address or route number of each pupil's residence. If no street 
address or route number exists for such residence, a post office box number shall be required. 
 
If the pupil is a homeless child or youth as defined in subdivision A 7 of § 22.1-3, and for that reason the school division 
determines, on the basis of the affidavit of the person seeking to enroll the pupil, that a street address, route number, or post 
office box number cannot be provided, it may accept an address in an alternate form it deems appropriate. 
Address information provided under this section shall not be released to any person unless otherwise authorized by law. 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-254.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/63.2-1200/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/63.2-1200/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-270/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/


Comprehensive Pre-school Physical Examination 
No pupil shall be admitted for the first time to any public kindergarten or elementary school in a school division unless such pupil 
shall furnish, prior to admission, (i) a report from a qualified licensed physician, or a licensed advanced practice registered nurse 
or licensed physician assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician, of a comprehensive physical examination of a 
scope prescribed by the State Health Commissioner performed within the 12 months prior to the date such pupil first enters such 
public kindergarten or elementary school or (ii) records establishing that such pupil furnished such report upon prior admission to 
another school or school division and providing the information contained in such report. 
 
If the pupil is a homeless child or youth as defined in subdivision A 7 of § 22.1-3, and for that reason cannot furnish the report or 
records required by clause (i) or (ii) of this subsection, and the person seeking to enroll the pupil furnishes to the school division 
an affidavit so stating and also indicating that, to the best of his knowledge, such pupil is in good health and free from any 
communicable or contagious disease, the school division shall immediately refer the student to the local school division liaison, as 
described in Subtitle VII-B of the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq.) (the 
Act), who shall, as soon as practicable, assist in obtaining the necessary physical examination by the county or city health 
department or other clinic or physician's office and shall immediately admit the pupil to school, as required by such Act. 
 
The physician, or licensed advanced practice registered nurse or licensed physician assistant acting under the supervision of a 
licensed physician, making a report of a physical examination required by this section shall, at the end of such report, summarize 
the abnormal physical findings, if any, and shall specifically state what, if any, conditions are found that would identify the child as 
having a disability. 
Such physical examination report shall be placed in the child's health record at the school and shall be made available for review 
by any employee or official of the State Department of Health or any local health department at the request of such employee or 
official. 
 
Such physical examination shall not be required of any child whose parent shall object on religious grounds and who shows no 
visual evidence of sickness, provided that such parent shall state in writing that, to the best of his knowledge, such child is in good 
health and free from any communicable or contagious disease. 
The health departments of all of the counties and cities of the Commonwealth shall conduct such physical examinations for 
medically indigent children without charge upon request and may provide such examinations to others on such uniform basis as 
such departments may establish. 
 
Parents of entering students shall complete a health information form which shall be distributed by the local school divisions. 
Such forms shall be developed and provided jointly by the Department of Education and Department of Health, or developed and 
provided by the school division and approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Such forms shall be returnable within 
15 days of receipt unless reasonable extensions have been granted by the superintendent or his designee. Upon failure of the 
parent to complete such form within the extended time, the superintendent may send to the parent written notice of the date he 
intends to exclude the child from school; however, no child who is a homeless child or youth as defined in subdivision A 7 of 
§ 22.1-3 shall be excluded from school for such failure to complete such form. 
 
Please note that while the report of the comprehensive physical examination must contain the elements prescribed by the State 
Health Commissioner, state law does not require it to be on the School Entrance Health Form MCH 213G (PDF) in order to be 
accepted by the local school board. Thus, school divisions cannot deny enrollment to a student who provides the necessary report 
on a different form, as long as it is attached to a MCH 213G form. For more information, please refer to Superintendent’s Memo 
#103-12, issued on April 20, 2012. 
 
School Entrance Physical Forms (MCH 231G) can be downloaded and/or printed as needed: 

• Instructions  

• Commonwealth of Virginia School Entrance Health Form MCH 213G 

• Commonwealth of Virginia School Entrance Health Online Fillable Form MCH213G 

• Commonwealth of Virginia School Entrance Health Form –  Spanish (Mancomunidad de Virginia Formulario de Salud 

Para El Ingreso Escolar) 

• Certificate of Religious Exemption 

 
Upon request, Virginia’s health departments in all of its counties and cities must provide the physical examination for medically 
indigent children without charge. 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://doe.virginia.gov/support/health_medical/school_entrance_form/school_entrance_form.pdf
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/7464/638005656481270000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/7464/638005656481270000
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/58/2016/12/MCH-213G-Instructions-032014.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/58/2021/03/MCH-213G-032014.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/58/2021/03/MCH213G_School_Entrance_Fillable-Form.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/58/2021/03/MCH213G_Spanish_School_Entrance_FormCombined.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/58/2021/02/MCH213G_Spanish_School_Entrance_FormCombined.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/58/2021/02/MCH213G_Spanish_School_Entrance_FormCombined.pdf
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/2714/637981722320670000


Immunizations 
No student shall be admitted by a school unless at the time of admission the student or his parent submits documentary proof of 
immunization to the admitting official of the school or unless the student is exempted from immunization pursuant to subsection 
C or is a homeless child or youth as defined in subdivision A 7 of § 22.1-3. If a student does not have documentary proof of 
immunization, the school shall notify the student or his parent (i) that it has no documentary proof of immunization for the 
student; (ii) that it may not admit the student without proof unless the student is exempted pursuant to subsection C, including 
any homeless child or youth as defined in subdivision A 7 of § 22.1-3; (iii) that the student may be immunized and receive 
certification by a licensed physician, a licensed advanced practice registered nurse, a registered nurse, or an employee of a local 
health department; and (iv) how to contact the local health department to learn where and when it performs these services. 
Neither this Commonwealth nor any school or admitting official shall be liable in damages to any person for complying with this 
section. 
Any physician, advanced practice registered nurse, registered nurse, or local health department employee performing 
immunizations shall provide to any person who has been immunized or to his parent, upon request, documentary proof of 
immunizations conforming with the requirements of this section. 

Any student whose immunizations are incomplete may be admitted conditionally if that student provides documentary proof at 
the time of enrollment of having received at least one dose of the required immunizations accompanied by a schedule for 
completion of the required doses within 90 calendar days. If the student requires more than two doses of hepatitis B vaccine, the 
conditional enrollment period shall be 180 calendar days. 

The immunization record of each student admitted conditionally shall be reviewed periodically until the required immunizations 
have been received. 

Any student admitted conditionally and who fails to comply with his schedule for completion of the required immunizations shall 
be excluded from school until his immunizations are resumed. 

No certificate of immunization shall be required for the admission to school of any student if (i) the student or his parent submits 
an affidavit to the admitting official stating that the administration of immunizing agents conflicts with the student's religious 
tenets or practices; or (ii) the school has written certification from a licensed physician, a licensed advanced practice registered 
nurse, or a local health department that one or more of the required immunizations may be detrimental to the student's health, 
indicating the specific nature and probable duration of the medical condition or circumstance that contraindicates immunization. 

However, if a student is a homeless child or youth as defined in subdivision A 7 of § 22.1-3 and (a) does not have documentary 
proof of necessary immunizations or has incomplete immunizations and (b) is not exempted from immunization pursuant to 
clause (i) or (ii), the school division shall immediately admit such student and shall immediately refer the student to the local 
school division liaison, as described in the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq.)(the Act), who shall assist in obtaining the documentary proof of, or completing, 
immunization and other services required by such Act. 
 
The admitting official of a school shall exclude from the school any student for whom he does not have documentary proof of 
immunization or notice of exemption pursuant to subsection C, including notice that such student is a homeless child or youth as 
defined in subdivision A 7 of § 22.1-3. 
 
Every school shall record each student's immunizations on the school immunization record. The school immunization record shall 
be a standardized form provided by the State Department of Health, which shall be a part of the mandatory permanent student 
record. Such record shall be open to inspection by officials of the State Department of Health and the local health departments. 

The school immunization record shall be transferred by the school whenever the school transfers any student's permanent 
academic or scholastic records. 

Within 30 calendar days after the beginning of each school year or entrance of a student, each admitting official shall file a report 
with the local health department. The report shall be filed on forms prepared by the State Department of Health and shall state 
the number of students admitted to school with documentary proof of immunization, the number of students who have been 
admitted with a medical or religious exemption and the number of students who have been conditionally admitted, including 
those students who are homeless children or youths as defined in subdivision A 7 of § 22.1-3. 
 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/22.1-3/


The requirement for Haemophilus Influenzae Type b immunization as provided in § 32.1-46 shall not apply to any child admitted 
to any grade level, kindergarten through grade 12. 
 
The Board of Health shall promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this section in congruence with rules and 
regulations of the Board of Health promulgated under § 32.1-46 and in cooperation with the Board of Education. 

 

School and Day Care Minimum Immunization Requirements 
Documentary proof shall be provided of adequate age appropriate immunization with the prescribed number of doses of vaccine 
indicated below for attendance at a public or private elementary, middle or secondary school, child care center, nursery school, 
family day care home or developmental center. Vaccines must be administered in accordance with the harmonized schedule of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, American Academy of Pediatrics, and American Academy of Family Physicians and 
must be administered within spacing and age requirements (available 
at https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/immunization/immunization-manual/acip/). Children vaccinated in accordance with either the 
current harmonized schedule or the harmonized catch-up schedules (including meeting all minimum age and interval 
requirements) are considered to be appropriately immunized for school attendance. (See “Supplemental Guidance for School-
required Vaccines” for additional information.) 

 

School and Day care Minimum Immunization Requirements 

 

 

 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-46/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/32.1-46/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/immunization/immunization-manual/acip/


Transfer Students 
Section 22.1-253.13:4 of the Code (i.e. Standard 4 of the Standards of Quality) requires local school boards to make provisions for 
students who transfer between public secondary schools and from nonpublic schools or from home instruction. 
 
The Board of Education’s Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia provide, in part: 

• Students transferring in grades kindergarten through 8 from Virginia public schools or nonpublic schools accredited by 
one of the approved accrediting constituent members of the Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE) shall be given 
recognition for all grade-level work completed. The academic record of students transferring from all other schools shall 
be evaluated to determine appropriate grade placement in accordance with policies adopted by the local school board. 
(8VAC 20-131-60(A)) 

• A secondary school shall accept credits toward graduation received from Virginia nonpublic schools accredited by one of 
the approved accrediting constituent members of the VCPE. (8VAC 20-131-60(D)) 

 
All school divisions should have policies consistent with state law regarding the transfer process. 
 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title22.1/chapter13.2/section22.1-253.13:4/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter131/
https://www.vcpe.org/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter131/section60/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter131/section60/

