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Dear Parent or Guardian,

We are working diligently to support your young reader. In PCSD, we provide
PK-6th Grade core English Language Arts instruction using the curriculum
listed below.

Grade Level Curriculum Standards

VPK Frog Street Florida Early Learning and Developmental
Standards (Birth - Kindergarten)

K-3rd Grade Open Court Foundational Skills
Kits

B.E.S.T. Standards for ELA: Foundations
(Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Language,
Fluency)

K-2nd Grade Benchmark Advance B.E.S.T. Standards for ELA: Reading,
Communication, Vocabulary

3rd-6th Grade Benchmark Advance B.E.S.T. Standards for ELA: Foundations,
Reading, Communication, Vocabulary

For additional information regarding PCSD’s ELA/Reading instruction,
interventions, and assessments, visit: https://www.floridacims.org/districts/putnam.

In addition to core instruction and any applicable interventions we are
providing for your student, there are small actions you can take each day to
support your student on their literacy journey.

Did you know that reading with your child is a proven way to promote
early literacy?

Helping to make sure your child is reading on grade level by third grade is one
of the most important things you can do to prepare him or her for the future.
Just 20 minutes of reading with your student per day and making a few
simple strategies a part of your daily routine can have a positive impact on
your child’s success in school.

This guide includes activities to help your student practice the 6
components of reading:

❏ Oral Language
❏ Phonemic Awareness
❏ Phonics
❏ Fluency
❏ Vocabulary
❏ Comprehension

https://www.floridacims.org/districts/putnam


Estimados Tutores o Guardianes,

Trabajamos diligentemente para apoyar a su joven lector. En PCSD,
proporcionamos instrucción básica de artes del lenguaje en inglés de kínder a
sexto grado utilizando el plan de estudios que se enumera a continuación.

Grade Level Curriculum Standards

VPK Frog Street Florida Early Learning and Developmental
Standards (Birth - Kindergarten)

K-3rd Grade Open Court Foundational Skills
Kits

B.E.S.T. Standards for ELA: Foundations
(Lenguaje oral, conciencia fonológica,
Fonética, Fluidez)

K-2nd Grade Benchmark Advance B.E.S.T. Standards for ELA: Lectura,
Comunicación Oral y Escrita, Vocabulario

3rd-6th Grade Benchmark Advance B.E.S.T. Standards for ELA: Foundations,
Lectura, Comunicación Oral y Escrita,
Vocabulario

Para obtener información adicional sobre la instrucción, las intervenciones y
las evaluaciones de ELA/Lectura de PCSD, visite:
https://www.floridacims.org/districts/putnam.

Además de la instrucción básica y cualquier intervención aplicable que le
estamos brindando a su estudiante, hay pequeñas acciones que puede tomar
cada día para apoyar a su estudiante en su viaje de alfabetización.

¿Sabía que leer con su hijo es una forma comprobada de promover la
alfabetización temprana?

Ayudar a asegurarse de que su hijo esté leyendo a nivel de grado para el
tercer grado es una de las cosas más importantes que puede hacer para
prepararlo para el futuro. Solo 20 minutos de lectura con su estudiante por día
utilizando estrategias simples como parte de su rutina diaria puede tener un
impacto positivo en el éxito de su hijo en la escuela.

Esta guía incluye actividades para ayudar a su estudiante a practicar los 6
componentes de la lectura:

Lenguaje oral
La conciencia fonológica (fonémica)
Fonética
Fluidez
Vocabulario
Comprensión

https://www.floridacims.org/districts/putnam














To access these parent and family resources digitally, click on each link provided below.

SUPPORTING READING AT HOME

As students progress from kindergarten through third grade, they should be steadily developing the
skills they need to become grade-level readers. While students are learning to read, educators and
parents can monitor students to see if they are on track to become successful readers. Florida uses
four types of assessments to monitor students’ progress in reading.

Overview of Assessment Types

Screening – The purpose of screening is to identify the probability of risk or success in reading
achievement.
Progress Monitoring – The purpose of progress monitoring, also called interim or formative
assessment, is to determine whether students are learning the skills taught and/or meeting
benchmarks throughout the school year.
Diagnostic – The purpose of a diagnostic assessment is to identify students' strengths and
weaknesses for students identified as at-risk on a screening assessment.
Summative – The purpose of summative, or outcome, assessment is to evaluate students’
performance relative to a set of content standards generally administered at the end of the school
year.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/infographics/pdf/REL_SE_Assessment_Terms_Used_in_Reading.pdf

STATEWIDE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA) ASSESSMENTS

All Florida students participate in the state’s assessment and accountability system.

The primary goal of these assessments is to provide information about student learning in Florida, as
required by Florida law (see Section (s.) 1008.22, Florida Statutes (F.S.)). Florida Assessment of Student
Thinking (FAST): FAST assessments provide information on mastering grade-level standards for Pre-K
through Grade 10 and provide information on student's progress to parents, teachers, and school and
program administrators. FAST assessments are administered during three Progress Monitoring (PM)
windows: beginning of the school year (PM1), middle of the school year (PM2), and end of the school
year (PM3).

For more information regarding FAST assessments, please visit
fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/. For resources related to FAST
assessments, visit flfast.org/fast.html.

Grades 3–10 FAST ELA Reading PM3: In accordance with s. 1008.22(3)(a), F.S., PM3 is a statewide,
standardized assessment in ELA and, beginning in 2023-24, will be used for accountability purposes.

Florida Alternate Assessment (FAA): The FAA is aligned with Access Points - Alternate Academic
Achievement Standards (AP-AAAS). AP-AAAS reflects the most salient content of Florida’s statewide
academic achievement standards that apply to all students in the same grade. Students with a most
significant cognitive disability who meet the criteria in Rule 6A-1.0943, Florida Administrative Code
(F.A.C.), Statewide Assessment for Students with Disabilities may participate in the FAA if their
individual educational plan (IEP) team determines it is the most appropriate assessment option.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/infographics/pdf/REL_SE_Assessment_Terms_Used_in_Reading.pdf
http://fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/
http://flfast.org/fast.html


PARENT GUIDES FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS

The Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards for English Language Arts (ELA)
are literacy standards for Florida students that will shape their education and make Florida the most
literate state in the nation. The B.E.S.T. Standards will pave the way for Florida students to receive a
world-class education and prepare them for a successful future. Parent Guides have been developed
to help families learn more about the new B.E.S.T. ELA Standards.

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/parent-guides-for-english-language-arts.stml

SUPPORTING READING AT HOME

Learning to read begins at home through everyday interactions with children, long before they
attend school. Supporting literacy development as children enter elementary school and progress
through grades positively affects their reading ability. The Regional Educational Laboratory
Southeast provides family activities with easy-to-follow instructions to help children practice
foundational reading skills at home. Foundational skills include oral language, phonological
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. Phonological awareness, alphabetic
skills, and language skills are the best predictors of early reading success (B.E.S.T., Appendix E, p. 206).
There are short family videos for tips and support on how to use the activities to help children grow
as readers. Using family activities at home can help children develop language, link sounds to letters,
blend letters and word parts to read and write the words and ultimately read for understanding.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/100679

Supports for Parental Involvement

Parental involvement is extremely important for supporting the education of all students, including
students with disabilities. For students who have difficulty learning, the Florida Department of
Education provides a variety of supports to assist parents in being involved in the educational
decision-making process.

FDOE Parent Information:
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info/

Dispute Resolution Systems:
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/dispute-resolution/

EVALUATING AND IDENTIFYING A STUDENT FOR EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION

When a parent, teacher, or caregiver suspects a student may have a disability, there are important
steps that are necessary to know and take. A diagnosis of a medical condition alone is not sufficient
to establish eligibility for exceptional student education. Consistent with Title 34, Section 300.306 of
the Code of Federal Regulations, the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) teammust consider multiple
sources of data and information to determine not only if the student is a student with a disability, but
also that the student requires special education and related services.

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/parent-guides-for-english-language-arts.stml
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/100679
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info/
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/dispute-resolution/


If a parent submits documentation from a licensed professional under Chapter 490, F.S., which
demonstrates that a K-3 student has been diagnosed with dyslexia, evidence-based interventions
must be provided based on the student’s specific areas of difficulty as identified by the licensed
professional (see s. 1008.25(5), F.S.). The Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services
(BEESS) has many resources to guide parents, teachers, and caregivers through the process of
evaluating and identifying a student who is suspected of being a student with a disability requiring
exceptional student education.

CHARACTERISTICS OF SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY

Specific Learning Disability is a term that describes an Exceptional Student Education eligibility
category, which refers to learning disorders that can affect a student’s ability to read, write, listen,
speak, reason, and apply basic math skills.

FDOE Information for Specific Learning Disabilities:
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/ese-eligibility/specific-learning-disabilities
-sld/index.stml

Learning Disability Common Characteristics

Dyslexia: A specific learning disability or
language-based disability neurobiological in
nature that can range frommild to severe

● Difficulty with accurate and fluent word
recognition and spelling

● Confusion in sequence of letters and sounds
● Easily distracted, difficulty in retaining

information
● Temporal and spatial difficulties
● More than average anxiety, frustration or

avoidance behaviors
● Difficulties persist despite receiving reading

instruction that is effective for most children
● May co-exist with dyscalculia and/or

dysgraphia
● Does not include learning problems that are

primarily the result of a visual, hearing, motor,
intellectual or emotional/behavioral disability,
limited English proficiency or environmental
factors

Dysgraphia: A learning disability primarily
affecting writing

● Variably shaped and poorly formed letters,
excessive erasures and cross-outs in writing

● Poor spacing between letters and words
Letter and number reversals beyond early
stages of writing

● Awkward, inconsistent pencil grip
● Heavy pressure and hand fatigue
● Slow to write and copy with legible or

illegible handwriting

Dyscalculia: A learning disability affecting
mathematics

● Difficulty with number sense, including
counting and place value

● Extreme difficulty in performing simple
calculations, telling time or working with

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/ese-eligibility/specific-learning-disabilities-sld/index.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/ese-eligibility/specific-learning-disabilities-sld/index.stml


money
● Difficulty with mental arithmetic skills •

Difficulty predicting appropriate procedures
based on understanding patterns

● A poor sense of estimation
● Unable to organize objects in a logical way
● Self-checking work and finding alternate

ways to solve problems
● High levels of mathematical anxiety

English Language Learners

English Language Learners (ELLs) have a wide variety of supports available to increase the essential
components of reading. Each school district has an ELL Plan detailing strategies and resources to
support the academic achievement of ELLs.

FDOE Information on SALA: Student Achievement Through Language Acquisition (SALA).

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/eng-language-learners/

