


Information about Acadience Reading and 
Math. SJSD uses Acadience tool as a way to 
monitor progress of students in Reading and 
Math. We also use other measurements to 
measure  growth. 

What do the colors mean in Acadience?

Above: Above the grade level benchmark goal- In the 
Above Benchmark range, the overall likelihood of 
achieving subsequent early literacy and/or reading 
benchmarks is 90% to 99%.
On Grade: At the grade level benchmark goal- In the At 
Benchmark range, the overall likelihood of achieving 
subsequent early literacy and/or reading benchmarks is 
70% to 85%. May require monitoring and/or strategic 
support.
Approaching: Below the grade level benchmark goal-  For 
students with scores in this range, the overall likelihood of 
achieving subsequent early literacy and/or reading 
benchmarks is approximately 40% to 60%. Likely to need 
intensive support.
Well Below: Well below the grade level benchmark 
scores. For students who score below the cut point for risk, 
the overall likelihood of achieving subsequent early 
literacy and/or reading benchmarks is low, approximately 
10% to 20%. Need intensive support

READING
State and District Goal: By EOY, grades K-3 will have 
65% or more students at or above typical progress in 
reading pathways to progress

Kindergarten District Goal:By May 24, 2024 San Juan 
School District will increase the percentage of 
kindergarten students who are scoring at or above 
benchmark on Acadience Reading Composite from BOY 
to EOY by 40%

1st Grade District Goal: By May 24, 2024, San Juan 
School District will increase the percentage of first 
grade students who are scoring at or above benchmark 
on Acadience Reading Composite from BOY to EOY by 
11%

2nd Grade District Goal: By May 24, 2024, San Juan 
School District will increase the percentage of second 
grade students who are scoring at or above benchmark 
on Acadience Reading Composite from BOY to EOY by 
7%

3rd Grade District Goal: By May 24, 2024, San Juan 
School District will increase the percentage of third 
grade students who are scoring at or above benchmark 
on Acadience Reading Composite from BOY to EOY by 
9%

Math
State Growth Goal: By EOY, grades 1-3 will 
have 60% or more students at or above 
typical progress.
District Growth Goal: By EOY, grades K-3 
will have 65% or more students at or above 
typical progress
Kindergarten District Goal: By May 24, 2024 
SJSD will increase the percentage of 
kindergarten students scoring at or above 
benchmark on Acadience Math composite 
score from BOY to EOY by 16%
1st and 2nd Grade District Goal: By May 24, 
2024 SJSD will increase the percentage of 
first and second grade students scoring at or 
above benchmark on Acadience Math 
composite score from BOY to EOY by 28%
3rd Grade District Goal: By May 24, 2024 
SJSD will increase the percentage of third 
grade students scoring at or above 
benchmark on Acadience Math composite 
score from BOY to EOY by 26%

What are the State and San Juan 
School District READING and 
MATH goals for Acadience?







100%
Attendance for February 2024

Carver

Shianaya

Lily

Honor

Kayson
Leilani

Laanah

Kaydence

Kaydon

Kendrick 

Dallas

Taylor

Daysha

Dyki

Konoha 

Shizuku

Bluff Elementary School 
had 16 students with 

100% attendance. These 
students have not missed a 

day of school for the 
month of February. Wow! 
Awesome job Bluff Eagles! 



Hello I’m Matt, 
I have recently been hired as a success coach here at Bluff Elementary- My job is to 

help your kids succeed! Please look at all of the services the ACE grant has for you and 
help your child sign up for any of the ones that you think might help them out. 

https://www.sjsd.org/o/ace/forms/3064
 Feel free to email me with any questions! mmcnaughtan@sjsd.org

For the rest of the year I will be working on getting the 
kids excited about reading at home.

Studies show reading with your kids improves language 
skills, sets them up for success in school, creates a special bond 
to parents, increases child's ability to stay focused, improves 
imagination and creativity, increases ability to remember, reason 
and learn words, best of all it can cultivate a lifelong love of 
reading.

“If you want your children to be intelligent, read them 
fairy tales. If you want them to be more intelligent, read 
them more fairy tales.” 
                          Albert Einstein

https://www.sjsd.org/o/ace/forms/3064
mailto:mmcnaughtan@sjsd.org


Building a positive community in a school, students and their families need to feel a sense of belonging and significance. That includes 
having a high level of pride, respect and interest in and for each other. To belong, students need to be seen, and to be significant, they need 
to feel like they are contributing to the school community.  Our minds, bodies, emotions, and spirits are in all we do.  These are all equally 
important parts of us as human beings, each providing ways of knowing and sources of both knowledge and wisdom. 

No child can learn if they are hungry, tired, cold or sick. The quality of how we feel about ourselves and others affects learning. 
Research tells us that information with emotional content is more deeply etched in our memory than information without emotional content 
which simply put that “children don’t care what you know until they know you care.  We know that the absence of emotional and physical 
safety creates stressful feelings, such as fear and dread, which interrupts learning. 

In creating healthy schools, we work to implement and engage the whole student.  This month we have concentrated on kindness to 
ourselves and to each other.  Kindness in our school and community builds a strong connection between and to each other.  We committed to 
practicing kindness and each student wrote their personal goals or acts of kindness shared with them on a paper link that we fashioned 
into a chain that we hung up in our multipurpose room.  We hope to remind the students that…..Everyone has a place in our school!

ReNee McDonald - 435-678-1804
rmcdonald@sjsd.org 

Thank you for letting the Bluff teachers 
and me meet with your students.  It 
creates a better school and community 
attachment.  We love your students!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5yCOSHeYn4


Carolyn Ballinger
The teachers are doing home visits this week.  It is such an honor to be invited to visit 
your homes.  As you see, we worked well into the evenings to complete as many visits 
as possible, and to try to accommodate the schedules of all the families as best we 
could.  It has been a wonderful experience to see our children in their home settings.  
They have been so pleased to show us their pets and livestock, to see us visiting with 
their families, to know that we care for them and want to go to them wherever they are.

The beauty of the places where our families live is overwhelming!  Everywhere I 
looked, I saw something I wished I could paint.  As the evening progressed, the colors 
changed constantly, from one amazing color palette to another! 

There is something about living in such beauty that affects the way our children here 
see the world and one another.  They know how to be still, and to just drink in the 
beauty, even though at times not having the words to describe what they see.  I have 
come to understand that it is not necessary to put everything into words.  We can just 
be still, and enjoy being and becoming more and more a part of such beauty. 







1st Grade March Newsletter 2024

Dear first grade families,

Just like that we are entering the month of March. I am so 
grateful to have been with your student up to this point. 
They are all making excellent growth each day they come to 
school. So, please be sure to send them to school daily 

I also want to thank all of you for coming and meeting with 
me for CCR night. You got to see where you child was 
academically. They all are still working hard in growing.

Continue to have you students read, review zeno words, 
and math facts at home. 

Thank you for all you do for.

-Ms. Begay

Important Dates
March 2nd - Dr. Seuss Birthday
March 7th - READ LOG PARTY
March 9th - End of Term 3
March 12-16th - Spring Break - No school
March 17th - St. Patrick’s Day
March 19th - Teacher Work Day - NO School
March 20th - 4th term begins 
March 29th - Good Friday - No School

March 
Birthdays
Kaleb    3/19



2nd grade
Dear Parents and 2nd graders,

First, I would like to thank you all for 
attending our Parent/Teacher CCR 
Day. It was so good to meet with you 
and discuss the amazing progress 
each student is making this year. I 
was able to meet with every family 
this year! So thank you!!  

Please continue to encourage your 
students to read at home. This will 
help them reach their end of the year 
goals!!
Thanks again for your support in your 
child’s education! 
-Mrs. Brown

2nd Grade March Newsletter 2024

Important Dates
March 2nd - Dr. Seuss Birthday
March 7th - Imagine Math Party 9am
March 7th - Camp, Read, Smore Party
March 9th - End of Term 3
March 12-16th - Spring Break - No school
March 17th - St. Patrick’s Day
March 18th - Teacher Work Day - No School
March 19th - 4th term begins - School 
resumes
March 29th - Good Friday - No School

March Birthdays

        4th      Carver
      25th      Zarena





3rd/4th/5th Grade Newsletter-Mrs. Wallis

Important Dates
March 7th - Imagine math 
party - Have you 
completed your 10 lessons 
so you can attend?
March 8th-End of Term 3
March 13th-18th - Spring 
Break - No school
March 17th-St. Patrick’s Day
March 19th - 4th term starts 
school resumes
March 25th - 3rd grade 
field trip to Hovenweep
March 26th - Engineering 
extravaganza with USU.
March 29th - Good Friday - 
No school

Dear Parents,
Just a quick note to say how 

thankful I am to those of you who 

attended your student’s CCR day 

with Mrs. Richmond and myself. It 

was a great time to celebrate your 

students success’ and how we can 

work together to help them reach 

their full potential. I am so proud of 

the work they are doing and how 

they continue to rise to the 

challenge. 

Thank you,   Mrs. Wallis

Students, 

The end of 3rd term is 
approaching quickly. We will 
be working to finish the last 
few chapters of our math book 
by April. Then, we will be 
reviewing the concepts we 
have learned all year to order 
to prepare for our end of year 
testing. It is so important to 
come to school each day to 
review and practice those or 
relearn those skills you have 
not mastered yet. Also, use 
small group time to really 
focus on those areas that 
need a little work. 
You can do it!   -Mrs. Wallis 

Reminder: 

I hope you are all practicing 
your math facts and  reading 
for 20 minutes at home each 
night. Read your favorite 
book to a family member or 
challenge an older sibling to a 
math facts contest.



Heritage Language
The baby eagles have grown big and 
noisy. It is because of their noise the 
month of March was named Wóózhch’įį́d́. 
There are also other baby animals being 
born at this time. It is lambing season 
for the Navajo sheep and other 
livestock.

Spring is evident by the blades of 
tender tumbleweed grass covering the 
ground like pieces of thin carpet. The 
weather is unpredictable. The wind is 
stronger than the month before. The 
day can start out sunny and calm and 
abruptly change to a snowstorm, and 
then back to cold wind.

Important Dates
March 8th-End of Term 3
March 13th-18th - Spring Break - No 
school
March 29th - Good Friday - No school

Activities in Heritage classroom:
● The students really enjoyed playing shoe in the hogan 

and string games. Unfortunately, the game had to stop 
too soon for us and now we are playing stick game. The 
students will make their own stick game sets, so have 
them bring 40 small pebbles.

● We are learning about traditional and modern clothing. 
Please continue to help your child learn the names of 
the clothing items.

● WOW! The third quarter is almost over and 4th 
quarter is coming soon. 

Axhéhee! For 
attending CCR and 
meeting with me on 

your child’s 
progress.



Breakfast Prices:
Adult Breakfast………….$3.00
Non-Student Child…….$2.00
Milk (Extra)...................$0.40

Call BEFORE 9:30am to order 
lunch. Cash or Check ONLY!

Lunch Prices:
Adult Lunch……………………...$4.40
Adult Salad (Pre-Order Only…..$3.00
Non-Student Child 0-12 yrs……$2.40
Non-Student Child 13-17 yrs…..$2.70
Milk (Extra).................................$0.40


