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Ensure the continuity of teaching and learning by providing a 
guaranteed and viable curriculum that includes blended 
learning (K-12) and diagnostic assessments (K-11)
 Led by principals and lead teachers, grade 
level and content area PLCs will idenƟfy 
essenƟal standards. The essenƟal standards will 
be shared with teams across the district. In 
addiƟon, the  will implement common PLCs
formaƟve assessments (CFAs) to ensure all 
students are mastering these essenƟal skills.   
For students in grades K-11, the NWEA Map 
assessment will be scheduled.  The data from 
this test and the CFAs will be uƟlized to plan 
intervenƟon and enrichment groups.
PLCs will then adjust curriculum units to address 
these needs.  
 Over the course of the school year, 
building administrators will monitor the data of 
students to ensure growth and mastery of the 
essenƟal standards.  Monitoring will occur 
throughout the school year.
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Identify how  will address unfinished learning from the we
prior year by using the Arkansas Playbook: Addressing 
Unfinished Learning or district developed resources.
 Grade level/content area teams will idenƟfy 
standards from the unfinished learning.  The unfinished 
learning will be shared across s.   Teams will also PLC
review the Arkansas Playbook  to plan for  to ways
address the unfinished learning needs of students. 
Teachers will modify instrucƟonal units to address the 
needs of  learning and instrucƟonal needs of accelerated
students. 

Utilize a Learning Management System
 Southside School District will uƟlize Google Classroom for grades 2 through 12.  
Seesaw will be uƟlized for students in preschool through  grade.  On each campus, 1st
the district will establish technology lead teachers.  These lead teachers will study the 
system, implement within their own classrooms, and train colleagues.  They will serve 
as a resource all year as teachers deliver instrucƟon onsite and online.
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Helping students and parents feel 
confident in digital learning will 
also be a priority for district and 
building leadership teams.  Both 
onsite and online training in 
Google Classroom and SeeSaw will 
be made available to students and 
families.  If a pivot to virtual 
instrucƟon is needed, the district 
technology department will 
develop help hotlines.
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Provide a written communication plan for interacting with 
parents, students, and the community regarding day-to-day 
expectations.

southsideschools.org

facebook.com/southsideschooldistrict
twiƩer.com/southside_sd

To provide Ɵmely communicaƟon and updates to families, the Southside School 
District will uƟlize the school website, local news outlets, social media, and the school 
app.  Leaders will share informaƟon on blended learning, safety protocols, and 
adjustments to day to day  school rouƟnes.  The Ready for Learning CommiƩee will - -
guide the district in assisƟng families with current needs and challenges as we return 
to learning.   In addiƟon, each school campus will conƟnue its family communicaƟon 
methods.
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Southside School district offers virtual choices for students and families.  In grades K- , 8
the school is part of a co-op of schools  the Tri-Region Virtual School.  Students in in
grades -12 have access to courses from Virtual Arkansas.  Southside’s virtual  9
facilitator, Jillian Grady, provides support for families choosing the virtual pathway.

Students can successfully complete these courses with a strong work ethic, dedicaƟon 
to a daily schedule, meeƟng assignment deadlines, and clearly communicaƟng personal 
learning needs with teachers and family members.

The courses are built with high expectaƟons for all learners. Courses include use of 
virtual tools such as online class meeƟngs, discussion boards, assignment submission 
deadlines, and family communicaƟon tools
.
Accountability for success is shared between the student, the family, and the school. A 
virtual facilitator is available to help students and families succeed.  Policies and 
pracƟces have been established to ensure accountability in aƩendance, behavior, and 
engagement with the learning.  

ApplicaƟon Deadline:   1April  for the upcoming year

ApplicaƟons are evaluated by past academic and virtual performance.  Prior 
grades must be 70% or beƩer to qualify.  

AƩendance Requirements: hƩps://bit.ly/3qynZtd

Students in grades K-8 are expected to aƩend all virtual class meeƟngs hosted on 
Google Meets or Zoom.  A class meeƟng schedule will be provided at the beginning of 
each semester.  Absences will be recorded by the teacher and reported to the school.  
Failure to aƩend and engage in learning will be handled in accordance with the student 
handbook. 
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To prepare for success in virtual learning at grades 9-12, aƩendance requirements 
follow a gradual release of responsibility.  In the first two weeks of  each semester, 
students will be required to aƩend 100% of live virtual class sessions on Zoom.  This is a 
habit all students are encouraged to maintain.  For aƩendance, 9-12 students are 
required to aƩend 50% of all live Zoom MeeƟngs for each course enrolled in. Most 
courses have two live Zoom meeƟngs per week.   AƩendance in virtual learning courses 
shall be determined by the online aƩendance, Ɵme the student is working on the 
coursework, and compleƟon of assignments within the assigned Ɵmeline as monitored 
by the teacher of record to ensure the student progresses toward standard mastery and 
credit aƩainment for the course. 

If a student’s grade falls below 70% in a course, the virtual facilitator will schedule a 
conference with the student, family, and school administrator.  The support 
intervenƟons determined in that conference may include required aƩendance for all 
synchronous sessions or a return to onsite learning.

More informaƟon can be found in the Virtual Learning Handbook.
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ENHANCED CLEANING MEASURES 
PREPARE FACILITIES AND BUSES FOR ONSITE 
INSTRUCTION WHILE FOLLOWING CDC AND 
ADH GUIDELINES 
In addiƟon to normal daily cleaning duƟes, 
during COVID-19 and flu, both before and aŌer 
school custodial staff will be required to clean 
and disinfect the following items and areas at 
least daily: 

1. Restrooms:
a. Door nobs or handlesk
b. Light switches and cover plates
c. Paper towel dispenser knobs or handles
d. Faucet handles
e. Toilet and urinal flush levers
f. Toilet and urinal parƟƟons, doors (including
knobs, levers or slides)

2. Classroom and office space:
a. Door nobs or handlesk
b. Light switches and cover plates
c. Telephones
d. Desks and seaƟng
e. Pencil sharpener

3. Lunchrooms/Cafeteria aŌer breakfast and
lunch:
a. Table tops
b. Door nobs or handlesk
c. Light switches and cover plates

4. AthleƟc FaciliƟes
a. Door nobs or handlesk
b. Light switches and cover plates
c. Other items idenƟfied locally
d. Outside of lockers

5. Other locaƟons:
a. Stairway handrails, doorknobs, light switches
b. Hallway door knobs, handles, drinking
fountain faucets
c. Hallway lockers

PROVIDED safety items:  Fa  mas , Hand ce k
saniƟzer (buses/classroom), Water boƩle filling 
staƟons (where available)

For areas requiring deep cleaning, a soluƟon of 
bleach and water will be used, with a 10-minute 
contact Ɵme (or other EPA listed mulƟ-purpose 
cleaners).  Fogging or misƟng systems will also 
be used when needed. Custodians will also be 
required to make daily checks, and refills when 
necessary, to all hand saniƟzers. These 
procedures are subject to change based on ADH 
guidance.
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• A grade span, a school,  a
department, or a single
classroom  could briefly pivot
to remote operaƟons

• Postpone non-criƟcal
gatherings and events

• Use addiƟonal large space for
instrucƟon to allow more
social distancing (cafeterias,
gyms, auditoriums).

• Eliminate the use of lockers
and cubbies

• Use outdoor space when
weather permits

• Modify schedules to further
decrease transiƟons

• Encourage alternaƟve
modes of transportaƟon for
students who have opƟons
other than riding a bus

• Coordinate with ADE and
ADH about other possible
responses

Level 1: Low Community 
Spread

When confirmed cases happen within our schools, the district point of contact 
will work with ADH to determine the level or response needed.  Below are possible 
acƟons that may be uƟlized at each level of response

*Levels of community spread will be determined by ADH.  Factors used in
determinaƟon include acƟve cases or growth within the community or region.
*District response levels based upon covidactnow.org cases reported.

Level 2: Minimal to 
Moderate Community 

Transmission

Level 3: Extensive 
Community Spread: School 

Closures and Offsite 
Learning School PracƟces

• Pivot to online learning
• Postpone/cancel all school

sancƟoned events
• Communicate the decision-

making with all stakeholders
• Coordinate with ADE and

ADH about other possible
responses

• Following restricƟons, small
group on-site instrucƟon for
at-risk students and special
services only

• UƟlize blended learning for
schools/grades with
confirmed cases

• Serve meals in the classroom.
• Reduce the number of

students on the buses
• Stagger individual student

schedules to reduce the
number of students on
campus

• Deny visitors to campus
• Cancel extracurricular

acƟviƟes
• Coordinate with ADE and

ADH about other possible
response
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End of Year AcƟviƟes
Southside School District’s end of year acƟviƟes such as graduaƟon, awards 
ceremonies, and fine arts performances will be open to the public. Specific informaƟon 
on each end of year acƟvity will be available on the school website and social media 
outlets.  

QuesƟons concerning your student’s events should be directed to your student’s 
principal.
Preschool: Mrs. Lisa, 870-251-2297
Elementary: Mrs. Skipper, 870-251-2661
Middle School:  Mrs. Turner, 870-251-2332
Junior High:  Mr. McDaniel, 870-251-4003
High School:  Mr. Hodges, 870-251-2662

Summer Learning
Preschool and TRACKS:  Summer childcare will be available for children 18 months to 12 
years old.  Childcare is open from 6:00 am to 6:00 pm.  Summer childcare will close 
Friday, August 4, 2023.  For more informaƟon, please contact Mrs. Lisa at 870-251-2297.

K-8:  Summer STEM learning opportuniƟes will once again be available June 6-16. 
RegistraƟon will be posted on the school website and social media outlets. Please call 
your student’s principal with quesƟons about STEM learning.

Credit recovery opportuniƟes will be available for students in grades 9-12.  Students will 
have the opƟon to parƟcipate in two summer terms.  Building principals/counselors will 
reach out to students and families eligible for summer school.

UACCB Concurrent Credit Courses:  Students interested in concurrent credit courses this 
summer should contact Mrs. Ford at jennifer.ford@southsideschools.org
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Extended School Year for students with special educaƟon services:  Mrs. Hughey and 
staff will contact families with a schedule of services.  If you have any quesƟons, please 
contact Mrs. Hughey at nicole.hughey@southsideschools.org

Summer AthleƟcs
Summer athleƟcs pracƟces and acƟviƟes may vary by sport.  Each individual program’s 
coach will provide specific details regarding schedules and safety protocols.  AthleƟc 
Director George Sitkowski can be contacted at george.sitkowski@southsideschools.org 
or 870-251-4003

AthleƟc physicals will be available through ARcare Clinic.  For quesƟons on physicals, 
please contact Mrs. Jenkins krisƟe.jenkins@southsideschools.org or 870-569-4934.

Southside School District will observe the AAA mandated summer sports dead period 
June 26 - July 7, 2023.
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• Check in with your student each morning for signs of illness. If your student has a 
temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher, they should not go to school.  Students should be 
fever free without the use of medicaƟon for  hours. fore returning to school, students 24 Be
should be fever free without the use of medicaƟon for  hours.24

• Make sure your student does not have a sore throat or other signs of illness, like a cough, 
diarrhea, severe headache, vomiƟng, or body aches.

• If your students has had close contact with a COVID-19 or infecƟous disease case ollow  f
ADH guidance or call the school for more informaƟon.

• BoƩle Filling staƟons will be available at each school. 

• No outside delivery of food or other items.  

*RouƟnes will be modified to meet ADH/ADE guidelines and/or current levels of response to 
COVID-19 outbreaks.
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InformaƟon for Parents and Educators:   
hƩps://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/communicaƟons/covid-19-informaƟon

ready for learning committee
Name PosiƟon

Shauna Henderson Preschool Teacher

Tina Dale Elementary Teacher

Courtney Prince Middle School Teacher

Jonathan Edwards Junior High Teacher

Jason Weaver High School Teacher

Nicole Hughey SPED Supervisor

Kyle Mille Community Member-Parent

Jody Smotherman Medical Professional-WRHS

Clint Shackelford Medical Professional-ARCare

Ashley Engles Parent

Clint McCance Parent

Emma Elder Student

Tyson Trucks Student


