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R-9-FY24 
 
REGULAR OPEN SESSION      Elementary Multi-purpose room         6:30 p.m February 15, 2024 

 
BOARD MEMBERS 

 
  PRESENT       ABSENT 
 

Shawn Strong, President               
Hannah Swann, Vice-President  
Mark Baker, Secretary               
Naomi Klouzek, Treasurer       
Lori Greer, Member   
Jamie Bish, Member                       
Brett Phillips, Member  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT 
  
Mr. Robert James, Superintendent and Custodian of Records- jamesb@linn.k12.mo.us  
Cammie Higgenbotham, Elementary Principal        
Erin Sassmann, HS/MS Principal         
Chris Minnix, Athletic Director/ Assistant HS/MS Principal      
Kelley Crouse Food Service Director           
Chelsie Miller, Recording Secretary __________________________________________ 
 

R 71 Call to Order 
 
 
R72 Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
R 73 Open Forum 
 
R 74 Approve Consent          
Agenda 
 
 
 
R 75 Approval of transfer 
and payment of bills  
 
 
 

 President Shawn Strong called to order the open session meeting at 6:30 p.m. with 
7 board members present. 
 
Brett Phillips made a motion to approve agenda as presented. 
 
Jamie Bish seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE:  7-Aye, 0-Nay.  Motion carried. 
 
No one signed up for Open Forum.   
 
Brett Phillips moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of approval of 
Regular Open Session minutes R-8-FY24 dated January 18, 2024.   
 
Naomi Klouzek seconded the motion. 
 
    
Jamie Bish made a motion to approve the transfer and payment of bills. 
 
Mark Baker seconded the motion.                                                                                    
 



 
R 9-FY24 
 
 
 
R 76 Reports  
MS/HS Report  
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VOTE:  7-Aye, 0-Nay.  Motion carries 
                                                                                     
Mrs. Sassmann presented the MS/HS report. Current enrollment is 323 students 6-
12. Mrs. Wolfe and I have started to work on courses and the Master Schedule for 
next school year. We are looking at some options to possibly add more elective 
courses for our students without adding teaching positions. Wildcat time was 
changed around this school year. Students can not only work on homework but 
teachers also check in with their students on grades and missing assignments. 
Teachers have been doing this with fidelity this year unlike years past. We are 
showing benefits to it as well. At the High school we have decreased students with 
D’s and F’s by 51% since this time last year. In the Middle school it has decreased 
by 68%. At our January PD day our teachers worked on curriculum. Teachers 
worked on Scope and Sequence. We will have all these documents finalized by 
March and plan to be used next school year. We had Winter Homecoming recently 
that very well our students showed lots of school spirit all week long and at the 
game to cheer our teams on.  
 

 
 
Superintendent report  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R 77 Discussion items     
 
Community Bond 
Presentations 
 
 
Summer School dates 
 
July 5th 2024 Offices Closed  
 
Lead Testing 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Mr. James presented the superintendent report. Our Culture and Climate is 
growing in a positive and improved experience for all. Homecoming was a great 
time and I enjoyed seeing so many of our students, staff and community members 
engaging and enjoying the events. Next month we will be presenting contract 
recommendations. We are also going to attended two job fairs this school year. 
Looking into next school year we are looking to front load most of our PD days to 
emphasis learning/application. ALT is coming up with a PD plan for our alternate 
exchange training days. I am beginning planning for the 24-25 budget and will be 
meeting with Howard Neeley this month. We will continue to focus on salaries, 
instruction and facilities.   
 
 
 
Mr. James presented we will be hosting two presentations, one on Feb 22nd and the 
other will be March 26th @ 5:30 in the MS.  
 
Mr. James presented Summer school will be held on May 21st- June 21st.  
 
Mr. James presented Fourth of July Holiday.                                                                                                                             

  
Mr. James Presented that we have received our results from the lead testing and  
Mr. Wilson and staff have been hard at work to make the necessary changes. Note 
not many findings were found.  
 Mr. James presented, updated medical rates to the board. Annual meeting Jan.  
 
Mr. James presented Ameren is asking for a land easement.  



Utility Easement 
R 9-FY24 
R77 Cont.  
Bankruptcy VRF project  
 
 
  
R 78Action items 
Approval 2024-2025 
Calendar  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approve 2024-2025 Health 
insurance Rates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approve MOCATT 
resolution  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final read of Service Animal 
Policy  
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Mr. James presented.  
 
Mr. James presented an option to consider an early release for Track invitational in 
the spring to help with parking to the board.  
 
 
Brett Phillips made a motion to approve the 2024-2025 Calendar 
 
Hannah Swann seconded the motion. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mark Baker, Aye; Hannah Swann, Aye; Naomi Klouzek, Aye; 
Jamie Bish, Aye;  Brett Phillips, Aye; Lori Greer Aye, Shawn Strong, Aye.  
 
VOTE:  7-Aye, 0-Nay.  Motion carries 
 
 
Jamie Bish made a motion to approve the 2024-2025 health insurance rates.  
 
Mark Baker seconded the motion.  
  
ROLL CALL:  Mark Baker, Aye; Hannah Swann, Aye; Naomi Klouzek, Aye; 
Jamie Bish, Aye;  Brett Phillips, Aye; Lori Greer Aye, Shawn Strong, Aye.  
 
VOTE:  7-Aye, 0-Nay.  Motion carries 
 
Brett Phillips made a motion to approve MOCATT Resolution.  
 
Mark Baker seconded the motion. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mark Baker, Aye; Hannah Swann, Aye; Naomi Klouzek, Aye; 
Jamie Bish, Aye;  Brett Phillips, Aye; Lori Greer Aye, Shawn Strong, Aye.  
 
VOTE:  7-Aye, 0-Nay.  Motion carries 
 
Jamie Bish made a motion to approve the Service Animal Policy.  
 
Brett Phillips seconded the motion.  
 
ROLL CALL:  Mark Baker, Aye; Hannah Swann, Aye; Naomi Klouzek, Aye; 
Jamie Bish, Aye;  Brett Phillips, Aye; Lori Greer Aye, Shawn Strong, Aye.  
 
VOTE:  7-Aye, 0-Nay.  Motion carries 
 

 
 
 



 
R 9-FY24 
 
 
 
R59 Announcements  
 
 
 
R60 Adjournment to 
Closed session 
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Next Regular meeting will be held on March 21, 2024 
 
 
Brett Phillips moved to adjourn to closed session pursuant to 
RSMO 610.021, subsections .13 “relating to individually identifiable personnel 
records, performance rating or records pertaining to employees or applicants for  
employment”,.03 “relating to hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of personnel 
of a public governmental body when personal merit or performance is discussed 
or recorded, and. 06 “relating to scholastic probation expulsion, or   
graduation of identifiable individuals, including records of individual test and 
examination scores”, and .01 “relating to legal actions, causes of action or  
 litigation involving a public governmental body and any confidential or privileged  
communications between a public 
Governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys”. 
   
Hannah Swann seconded the motion.  
 
ROLL CALL:  Mark Baker, Aye; Hannah Swann, Aye; Naomi Klouzek, Aye; 
Jamie Bish, Aye;  Brett Phillips, Aye; Lori Greer Aye, Shawn Strong, Aye.  
 
VOTE:  7-Aye, 0-Nay. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m.                                                    

  
  
  

________________________________  ______________________________ 
President      Secretary 


