
RAVENA-COEYMANS-SELKIRK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Hearings and Petitions Information Sheet

Please take a moment to print your name and describe the specific topic you wish to share with the Board of Education.
The Board President will try to group speakers together based on common topics. In live public session, we ask that all
comments be addressed to the Board from the podium/microphone set up for use by the public. The Hearings and
Petitions section will be limited to no more than thirty (30) minutes in order to allow the Board of Education to complete the
business portion of the meeting.

1. Comments from each individual are limited to three (3) minutes.
2. Topics that fall properly under Executive Session will not be discussed in public session, including comments about

individual students or personnel (please reference the back of this card).
3. Although comments will be directed to the Board, a member of district staff will respond to the petitioner after the

Board of Education meeting if/when appropriate.

Name:_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________ Email: ______________________________________
Phone numbers are optional but may be needed for a member of staff to follow-up with you regarding your comments.

Topic of Comment:
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

There is more information about Hearings and Petitions on the reverse of this card.
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Individuals may wish to address comments or concerns directly to the Board of Education. In most instances,
issues involving students, parents, faculty or staff can be resolved without having to appear before the Board of
Education. To ensure timely resolution of your concerns and/or questions, please consult the RCS Who to
Contact When Guide, which can be found on our website and in our District calendar.

If you do wish to address the Board, please keep in mind that school board meetings are business meetings
which are held in public. On your agenda, you will see “Hearings and Petitions.” In order to allow fair and orderly
expression of comment, the Board has provided this time to hear appropriate comments from anyone attending
the meeting. However, the Board does not respond to questions during the course of the business meeting. The
Board values and welcomes civil, respectful statements and clear, concise communications that inform its
deliberations. The Board uses the public comment period as an opportunity to listen to citizen concerns, but will
not debate issues or enter into a question-and-answer session.

How may I address the Board during a meeting?

Please adhere to the following when speaking to the Board during public session:

● Wait to be called upon by the Board president.
● At the microphone, please state your full name.
● Direct your comments to the Board; do not turn and speak to the audience.
● Keep your comments as concise as possible.
● Speakers are expected to treat others with respect, confining their remarks to School District issues.
● Do not use the public speaking portions of Board meetings to make personal statements about any
individual or engage in any commentary that is slanderous or abusive. The Board president may rule any
speaker out of order who makes such statements.

Individuals may wish to address comments or concerns directly to the Board of Education. In most instances,
issues involving students, parents, faculty or staff can be resolved without having to appear before the Board of
Education. To ensure timely resolution of your concerns and/or questions, please consult the RCS Who to
Contact When Guide, which can be found on our website and in our District calendar.

It is also important that no person addressing the Board initiate charges or complaints about individual Board
members or employees or students of the District. Such charges or complaints should be presented directly to
the Superintendent. Speakers are encouraged to provide the Board with a written copy of their comments and
other appropriate supporting documentation, but it is not required.
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